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If you missed our July meeting, you missed a lot. We had a very informative clinic on 

Louisiana Sugar Cane Railroads presented by Phil Stewart. A refreshment break turned into 

a celebration; Steve Sandifer brought a cake to celebrate Randall Wilson becoming MMR 

824. At the business meeting, two people that received awards at the LSR convention were 

honored in front of their home club. Bob Barnett presented Dick Louvet with the Freitag 

Award for his long-time service to the club. Joshua Luebeck received the Division 8 Youth 

Award presented by the LSR.  

The dog days of summer are upon us, so time to beat the heat and head into the train room. 

Now is a good time to finish up some of the projects that have needed attention. It is only 

three months until the Fall Layout Tours start. Craig Brantley will soon be sending out 

notices to those who have been on the tour in the past to see if you will be on it again this 

year. If you have not been on the tour and would like to open up your layout, please contact 

Craig. He is always looking for more layouts. 

Lesson learned the hard way. Laurie and I had several train friends up at our house for the 

4th of July. Barry came up the week before to fix an electrical issue I had and thatôs when I 

learned I had a bigger issue. When Barry had finished fixing the power problem with a 

switch, we turned on the railroad and found nothing worked. After trying several things I 

made a call to Easy DCC, and Keith said it sounded like we had a lightning strike nearby. I 

said all was fine with the building and nothing showed sign of a strike to the building. His 

answer was your track is a very large antenna so it doesnôt need to strike the building, just 

somewhere close. He sent me replacement chips for my boosters, and we were able to 

operate the layout but on a limited basis. My complete system is on the way to Keith for 

additional problem solving. Disconnect your track from the boosters when not using the 

railroad. Seven knife switches are being installed as I wait for my system to be returned. 
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   Thoughts From the President        By Chuck Lind MMR 

Chuck 
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    Celebrations       

 

Congratulations to Randall Wilson MMR #824. Greg Luegering received the Golden Spike Award. 

Joshua Luebeck received the Division 8 

Youth Award presented by the LSR 

Dick Louvet received the Freitag Award for his 

long-time service to the club. 
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

I had the privilege to attend the Lone Star Region (LSR) annual convention in Austin, Texas from June 18-21. 

This was the second LSR convention I have attended, with the first being the convention in Houston as part of 

the San Jacinto Clubôs February train show in February 2024. Meeting modelers in another town and being 

able to experience a whole new set of layouts was very enjoyable and well worth the time and trip. 

During the weekend, I was able to attend two operating sessions, visit six layouts in the Austin area and attend 

numerous clinics. To top it all off, I purchased 4 HO freight cars in the silent auction for $17! And they had 

metal wheels and Kadee couplers. 

I will go over my personal highlights of the convention in this article.  

Clinic - Getting Published in the NMRA Magazine 

NMRA Magazine editor Cynthia Priest conducted a clinic named ñWhile Youôre At Itò. The purpose of this 

clinic was to encourage us to write articles for the NMRA magazine, and the best way to do that is take 

pictures and record what you are doing during a project so that you can easily write an article about it later. 

When you write the article, it does need an NMRA hook. This can be very simple, even a single sentence like 

ñthis layout was on the tourò or ñthis activity helped me get an AP certificate.ò 

Cynthia emphasized that she is more than willing to coach you in writing an article, so donôt worry if your 

writing is good enough. She is not giving out English grades! There will be several emails going back and 

forth as the article is tweaked. She encouraged us to use an active voice while writing, although not 

exclusively. Throw in a little passive voice as well. Here are some other tips she offered to help get published: 

¶ Itôs fine to submit hand drawings. She has a staff that will convert them to graphics 

¶ Keep things together and submit it all at once, not over multiple emails 

¶ MS Word is preferred, but other formats are fine. Even raw text. 

¶ Pictures should be named so that the Image Name = Caption Name. 

¶ Raw photos are required for callouts. A callout is graphics or text inserted into a picture by the author to 

emphasize something in the photo. Cynthia needs to be able to modify the size and font of the graphics, 

and this work is done on an original photo. 

¶ Read the article out loud to yourself or someone willing to listen to you read it before submitting. This is a 

great way to find mistakes. 

¶ SLR cameras are the ñgold standardò. Cell phone photos can work in some circumstances, but cell phone 

cameras are prone to blurring in close-up shots. 

¶ Control the lighting carefully when taking pictures. 

¶ Bring the photo to eye level if possible and observe the rule of thirds 

¶ Look for a dramatic photo to highlight the article 

¶ 300 DPI minimum for photos. Raw files or TIFF files with color balance are the best. 

During the Q&A at the end, I asked her if all submissions are published. The answer? Pretty much yes! She 

did mention one submission that was so poor that it could not get published even after multiple iterations of 

coaching and corrections. She said a submission might take a while before it is published. Writing an article 

about an off-beat subject or a less than popular scale will get it in the magazine more quickly. 
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

Operating Session ï Riley Triggs (HO) 

I had the pleasure of operating Riley Triggs Port of New York Railroad. This railroad models the New Jersey 

ports along the Hudson River back in the 1950s. Each railroad in the region had its own port. This includes the 

PRR, NYC, CNJ, Erie, and Lackawanna. Much of the trackwork is completed. Riley has foamboard mockups 

for the buildings now, as can be seen in the pictures. He had switch lists ready for us to run, and I had a great 

time navigating the maze of trackwork. Riley runs dead rail. Each locomotive is mated with a box car 

containing a battery. I have never operated with dead rail before, and it was nice not having to worry about the 

locomotive stopping on a frog or dirty track. However, I did forget to throw a turnout once and when the 

locomotive derailed, it kept on going. That was a strange experience!  I was able to execute two out and back 

switch lists from the Lackawanna Yard, and the session was over with me wishing there was another switch 

list to execute. 

Operating Session ï David & Sam Nicastro (HO) 

I had the pleasure of operating David and Sam Nicastroôs Denver & Rio Grande Western Moffat Route. This 

railroad models the D&RGW from Denver to Salt Lake City, via the Moffat Tunnel. This was the largest 

operating session in which I have been involved, with about 15-20 people there, including many San Jacinto 

Club members. David runs Digitrax DCC, signaling by JMRI and has some Proto Throttles. My role was the 

Salt Lake City yardmaster. Now that was an adventure! At the start, I had 3-4 people wanting me to get their 

trains going! I was a bit overwhelmed at the start, but I quickly got comfortable with the operating pattern and 

the yard layout. By the end, I was sad that we had run out of time! One fellow San Jacinto Club member, 

Chris Tolley, was assigned to run the Railblazer East train, a hot-shot intermodal. However, once he 

assembled the train in the Salt Lake City Yard, he had to cool his heels an hour in the yard before leaving! I 

think we both figured the dispatcher forgot about him. But itôs all part of the fun and that kind of thing 

happens on the prototype. I have made an improvement to my operation scheme based on something I saw at 
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

this layout. That is another benefit of visiting other layouts and seeing how they operate. I have included 

several photos of the layout. There is plenty of spectacular Rocky Mountain scenery, and David still has big 

plans for completing this layout. On a personal note, David visited and operated my layout in the interchange 

we had in October last year, so I was happy to reciprocate and operate on his layout. 

Layout Tour ï Bob Frickeôs On30 Denver & Rio Grande Western 

I made a special effort to visit Bobôs layout since it is On30, and I support the On30 layout at the Rosenberg 

Railroad Museum built by Loren Neufeld. This is a beautiful layout, built in a spare bedroom, with the scenery 

completed. And it ran very well, using an NCE DCC system. Bob uses code 83 track, so the locomotives and 

rolling stock did not have issues staying on track. Since I was the first and only visitor at the time, he let me 

run the passenger train from the yard to the mine and back. Bob has a wealth of information about On30 

locomotives, and that could prove useful at the museum. We have several non-functioning On30 locomotives 

we would like to get going again, and Bob said we could contact him if we need some help with those. 
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

 

Layout Tour ï Bob Grechôs HO Western Pacific Railroad 

The layout with the highest level of craftsmanship I observed on the tour was Bobôs layout. All the structures 

were scratch-built. Many of the freight cars were also scratch built. The layout is a continuous running loop 

with a long branch line with many switching opportunities at the end of the branch. This layout was featured 

in the October 2012 edition of Model Railroader, and it was also featured in Great Model Railroads, 2025.  
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

 

Layout Tour ï Brian Helmsô HO Dallas & Western 

I have to say that my favorite layout on the tour was this layout. I say that because of all the layouts I visited 

on this trip, this layout would be very similar to the layout I would build if I started over with a clean slate 

tomorrow. The layout lives in a 32 by 43 foot purpose-built room. The name of the railroad is a bit deceptive, 

as it is a model of the Reading in Appalachia, with Appalachian scenery. The main thing that stood out is the 

amount of ñpeople spaceò. There was even a sofa in the middle of the room!  There were no narrow aisles, as 

the railroad pretty much ran near the wall and there were no peninsulas. The railroad is single level, but the 

tracks pass through each scene twice, but not in an obtrusive or cumbersome way. Elevation gain was obtained 

using an offset helix, much like the one I have on my home layout, so I could appreciate that as well!  A single 

staging yard handled both departing and incoming trains. I hope to get a chance to operate on this layout 

someday. 
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   LSR 2026 Austin Convention Report        By David Paul 

I enjoyed all the layouts I visited on the tour, as well as all the clinics, but there isnôt time to write about all of 

them. There were 27 available to tour, so I only sampled a small fraction of what the Austin area has to offer 

for layout tours. I look forward to future LSR conventions and seeing what modelers have done in other parts 

of our region. I strongly encourage attendance at these conventions, where you get to see a whole new set of 

beautiful layouts and meet fellow modelers from other cities. 

PART 2 
 

Let's look at the Minneapolis to Omaha train scheduling. This is the CGW's finest example. No. 28, the 
Nebraska Limited, departs St. Paul at 8:15 pm and arrives Omaha at 7:10 am. That's practically an 11-hour 
schedule. It's companion train, the Twin Cities Limited, departs Omaha at 8:50 pm and arrives St. Paul at 7:30 
pm, also about an 11-hour schedule. Now, is that similar or opposite scheduling? Those start and end times are 
very similar, so that is an example of similar scheduling. But, it is a bit of a trick question, because it's also an 
example of opposite scheduling, since both trains traverse the dead zone at approximately the same time 
frame. Well done on that one, CGW! If you look at the other scheduled pair of trains, you will find that they, 
too, are both similar and opposite scheduled trains. Perhaps a slight aggravation in the CGW's Official Guide 
schedules is that the train names are never indicated on the schedule pages. In several of the schedules, there is 
room to put these train names in the schedule, but the CGW never does. I think I see counseling from the 
Southern Pacific in that. Anyway, with just a couple of caveats, that's beautiful scheduling in my book. I bet 
that General Passenger Agent brags at Christmas dinner: ñHey! Did you see my beautiful scheduling job on 
the Omaha trains?ò Yes, Grandpa. You told us about that at Thanksgiving dinner. Remember?ò 
 

The Chicago Great Western Railway's Passenger Service 

Part of the ñKnow Your Railroadò Series 
or How to Pronounce Oelwine            

By David N. Currey 
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The Chicago Great Western Railway's Passenger Service 

By David N. Currey 


