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President Chuck Lind announced at the June meeting that Randall Wilson has earned the 

title of Master Model Railroader, the highest recognition in the National Model Railroad 

Associationôs Achievement Program. The MMR title is earned by completing at least seven 

NMRA Achievement Program certificates. 

Randall earned Achievement certificates for Association Volunteer, Chief Dispatcher, 

Electrical, Model Railroad Author, Scenery, Master Builder Cars, and Model Railroad Civil. 

Randall Wilson MMR dispatches trains on Gil Freitagôs Stony Creek and Western Railroad. 

His hours dispatching on the SC&W helped Randall earn his Chief Dispatcher Achievement certificate. 

The Derail ð July  2026 

  Congratulations, Randall Wilson MMR    
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    Thoughts From the President        By Chuck Lind MMR 

Wishing everyone a very Happy July 4th Holiday! 

 

It seems like trains have been a big part of this countryôs history, and this year as we celebrate 

our nationôs 250th birthday is no different. Fifty years ago, I was living in the Dallas area, and I 

remember chasing the American Freedom Train. After a day of chasing, I spent the night in 

Fair Park. I took the family down to see the train and as I remember, the crowd was huge. The 

TV stations were there as well as newspaper reporters asking folks why they came out. 

Reading about it the next day, the two answers most common were, ñItôs our 200th Anniversary 

of our countryò and ñI just love the trainsò. Fast forward fifty years and Union Pacific is 

running the Big Boy coast to coast to celebrate our 250th birthday. Looking at the crowds on 

the internet at every location, the countryôs love of trains has not stopped. The power of the 

worldôs largest locomotive brings out the crowds. I received a video and photos from a 

childhood friend, Susan, who said she just had to go see what all the hype was about. She said 

the ground just shook as it roared by her vantage point in Geneva, Illinois. In the crowds, I saw 

lots of children who after just maybe seeing it, will start the love of trains and our hobby 

growing in them. 

 

By the time you read, this the Lone Star Region convention will be history. Hopefully many of 

you will have attended the three days of clinics, operating, and fellowship. Randall Wilson will 

also have been recognized as the NMRAôs newest Master Model Railroader #824. 

Congratulations Randall! 
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   Weôll Dance with Them That Brung Us      By Bob Barnett MMR 

 

If you look that well-worn old phrase up on Google you will find the following: In Southern and Appalachian 

speech, dance with the one that brung you is a proverb that means stay loyal to the people, plan, or strategy 

that has supported you. It expresses the idea of not abandoning what has carried you this far. I personally 

remember it in connection with the Texas folk-lore icon and University of Texas football coach Darrell K 

Royal. Darrell Royal along with the late Houston Oilers Coach Bum Phillips was the master of the one-liner in 

press interviews. With that in mind I would like to present a list of ñThem That Brung Usò in The San Jacinto 

Model Railroad Club and Houston area model railroading in general. 

Please note this list is not exclusive and will be supplemented later with other founders, pioneers, and 

mainstay members who have gotten us this far. I will start with some that were active until very recent and 

will be recognized by most if not all current members.  

Gilbert A. Freitag, MMR (aka Gil): This is the most difficult one to write as it is hard to know where to start 

and where to stop. Gil was not a founding member of the club as he was in high school and later college at the 

time. Gil attended a small college up the road then known as The Agricultural and Mechanical College of 

Texas. After college and a stint in the US Army he and his new bride Virginia settled in the Forest Hill section 

of Houston where they would live the remainder of their 60-year marriage, raise five children, and establish 

themselves as icons of Texas model railroading. Gil and Virginia built the Stony Creek and Western Railroad, 

a world-famous model railroad, hosted open houses for over 50 years, hosted hundreds of operating sessions, 

and hosted San Jac Christmas parties for over 40 years. The passing of both Virginia and Gil in 2022 marked 

and end of an era in San Jac and Houston model railroading history.  

 Gil and Virginia at 2019 60th Anniversary celebration 

Randall Wilson Photo  
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   Weôll Dance with Them That Brung Us      By Bob Barnett MMR 

Donald B. Bozman (aka Don): Don and his wife Bettye Ann also hosted years of open houses and operating 

sessions. Don designed and built the world-famous Great Great Northern Railway. The GGN was a mainstay 

on the Houston fall layout tours for decades and 

Don and Bettye hosted hundreds of operating 

sessions. Don was in charge of recruiting the 

modular club layouts for the 1989 NMRA Astro-

Rail Convention and was instrumental in efforts to 

get the Houston area modular clubs more involved 

in the NMRA. Don served as one of the earlier 

NMRA/Lone Star Region Division 8 Presidents and 

was very active in promoting Division 8 (the Texas 

Gulf Division) and building up its membership. 

Don was also well-known for his role in designing 

and constructing the Texas Childrenôs Hospital 

ñChoo-Choo Hutò layout. Don did not construct the 

whole layout himself but recruited numerous 

Houston model railroaders to contribute their time 

and skills to construct this layout that serves to this 

day.  

 

Gus Freitag: If that last name looks familiar it should. Gus was Gilôs older brother. Gus Freitag was a 

founding member of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club. He was also on the committee that hosted the 1953 

Lone Star Region Convention and 1957 NMRA National Convention in Houston. But most Houston area 

modelers remember Gus as the proprietor of the G&G Model Shop. Starting out as an employee and 

transitioning to the ownership of G&G, Gus and his wife Rhoda managed G&G serving decades of Houston 

area modelers (not just model railroaders). G&G Model Shop predated all Houston area hobby shops that most 

of us remember and is currently the oldest hobby shop in Texas. The shop is currently run by Gusô daughter 

Dianne and grandson Keith. When he passed away several years ago, Gus was eulogized by numerous 

modelers and helping them get started in the hobby.  

 

Don at the Dispatcherôs panel of the G-GN  

A view of the G&G Model Shop in the 1970s and Gus in the Shop,  

 Images courtesy of G&G Model Shop 
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   Weôll Dance with Them That Brung Us      By Bob Barnett MMR 

John E. Loeffler (aka Pop Leoffler): John (Pop) Loeffler was a founding member of the San Jac Club. He 

was the president of the Lone Star Region in 1953 at the time of San Jacôs founding, was the Chairman of the 

1953 LSR Convention in Houston and Chairman of the 1957 NMRA Convention in Houston. Pop Loeffler 

was respected and revered by model railroaders in the 1950ôs and 1960ôs. The annual award given by the San 

Jac for service to the LSR was named after Pop from 1963 until 2005. When I first joined the San Jac I asked 

a fellow member who Pop Loeffler was. The answer came back: ñWell, he was the Gil Freitag of his 

generationò. That was enough said about Popôs place in the San Jac/LSR/NMRA.  

Kenneth Caulking (Ken Caulking):  Many, and maybe most, Houston area operators will say their first 

operating experience was on the Casey Lines. Chances are good when you walked into the train room on a 

Casey Lines visit you were handed a throttle. Kenôs Casey Lines was a very early point-to-point operations-

based railroad. The layout was DC with power blocks and you had to switch on the block ahead of you and 

release the block when you departed. Sounds simple but it was not. Kenôs electrical system was built from 

salvaged pinball machine parts and each block seemed to be actuated a little different from the last one. But 

the operations were intense and fun, and Ken and the Casey Lines trained a generation of Houston operators. 

Kenôs daughter Diane and her fianc®e Henry Tolley published the first San Jacinto Club fall layout tour sheet 

in 1974 and his grandson Chris Tolley is a member of the San Jac Club today.  

David Milton: Dave Milton was a charter member of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club per our 1958 

Constitution. Dave was also elected Lone Star Region President in 1975. But he is probably best remembered 

as being the Robinson Yard Master on Gil Freitagôs SC&W and as typically being the Seattle Yard master on 

Don Bozmanôs Great Great Northern. Dave, his wife Rosalie, and Bob Dannenbrink were co-editors of the 

Derail for many years and were the first to take the Derail digital. That move saved the San Jac Club hundreds 

of dollars a year and allowed the club to be free of dues. We just needed to make enough money from the 

Train Show to pay for printing of the fall layout tour and sponsor the next show. One of Daveôs more famous 

accomplishments was painting the backdrops on the Stony Creek & Western, a work of art viewed by 

thousands of visitors over the years.  

 This rare image of Bob Dannenbrinkôs Diablo Valley Lines also shows Dave Milton on the right.   

Craig Brantley Photo 
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Bob Dannenbrink: Bob was well known in Houston model railroad circles as a long-time member of the 

Houston Society of Model Engineers and later of the San Jac Club. Bob grew up in East St. Louis, Illinois 

surrounded by railroads and worked for a time in the Wabash Freight house loading boxcars. Bob was an 

active model railroader while living in Neenah, Wisconsin and Walnut Creek, California so he brought a wide

-range of knowledge of the hobby all across the country. Bobôs Diablo Valley Lines was based on the Chicago 

& Northwestern and Soo Line from his time in Wisconsin and featured his famous hand laid track. Bob is 

probably best remembered by todayôs modelers for his clinic series ñLoads in-Empties Outò showing how to 

build removable loads for open cars. Bob along with Dave and Rosalie Milton mentioned above was 

instrumental in taking the Derail digital and allowing the publication of a much longer and color-based 

publication at little cost to the Club. 

Larry K. Redmond: Larry Redmond was a World War II veteran who served in the U.S. Army Air Corpsô 

famous Eighth Air Force. He later transferred to The U.S. Air Force until his retirement. Larry worked for 

NASA after his Air Force days, and he and his wife Lucille had a home in Nassau Bay very near the NASA 

Space Center in Webster. He served as chairman of two Lone Star Region Conventions, chairman of the 1989 

NMRA National Convention held in Houston and several San Jacinto Club Jamborees. He is locally 

remembered as the builder of the Parallax Railroad, a fully-scenicked operations-based layout. His regular 

operators have been active in local and regional model railroaders for decades and include Randall Wilson, 

Rick White, Norman Beveridge and Cecil Stewart.  

Bennet Pearlman (aka Papa Ben):  Ben Pearlman had a career in television broadcasting before founding 

Pearlman Productions. He provided a meeting place for the San Jacinto Club for years at his studio on South 

Boulevard, later the home of Papa Benôs Train Place. When Ben moved his studio south to Belfort Street he 

built an upstairs room that was the home of the Houston N-Crowd and furnished a meeting place for the 

monthly San Jac meeting. When Ben sold the business the San Jac moved their meeting first to a church and 

later to Bayland Park. Shortly after selling Pearlman Productions Ben opened Papa Benôs Train Place 

founding one of the larger Houston area hobby shops that survives until this day.  

In closing I want to mention something about the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club. I started out by quoting 

Darrell Royal and one of his famous quips, so Iôll close with one from Bum Phillips. When commenting on 

Earl Campbell, Bum Phillips said: ñHe may not be in a class by himself, but it donôt take long to call the rollò. 

The same can be said about the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club and its contribution to model railroad in 

Houston and Texas in general.  
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   Hayden Harbor ï Part 2 Construction Begins   By Pete Leach MMR 

Last time, I outlined some of the lessons learned from my previous layout. I used these lessons to develop a 

plan for the new layout. During the planning process, I established some goals for the project: 

¶ Build a layout that can be moved if necessary 

¶ Try materials, techniques, and subject matter that are new to me 

¶ Scratch build as much as possible 

¶ Include switching operations with no stalls, no derailments 

With the track plan established and the goals laid out, construction began soon after my move to San Diego.  

Room Prep: 

The finished office/shed I planned to use for the layout measures 11ô 3 İò along the back wall. I expanded my 

original track plan from 10ô to 11ô 3 İò to take advantage of the space. A window on that wall was covered 

with a sheet of Luan. The plan is to support the layout on some bookcases leftover from my WW&F layout. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ п-Ŧƻƻǘ-ǿƛŘŜ Ƙƻōōȅ ōŜƴŎƘΦ                                                                 

! ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ ѻέ [ǳŀƴ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ǘƻ Ŭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

Benchwork: 

The layout would be built in 2 sections to allow it to be removed if a change in residence becomes necessary. 

One side would be 6-ft long and the other 5-ft, 3İ inches and will fit through any standard door. 

The frame consists of 1x2 lumber and covered with İò plywood. I originally planned to use a thinner 

plywood, but I had a free supply of İò left in the garage by my son. Scrap wood was used as risers on the top 

of the bookshelves. 
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   Hayden Harbor ï Part 2 Construction Begins   By Pete Leach MMR 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭȅǿƻƻŘ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪŎŀǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ рр ƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ ±ŜǊǝŎŀƭ ǇƛƴŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇΦ  

With the frame and plywood in place, it was time to cut the 1ò thick foam. I dry-fit the foam making sure the 

seams lined up with the frameôs sections. I also took the time to draw the track and mark the locations of key 

features. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - ¢ƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ŦƻŀƳ ƛǎ Ŏǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊȅ-Ŭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭȅǿƻƻŘΦ                                                                                                                                                        

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ                                                                         

¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƳΦ 
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Mock-ups: 

One of the things I learned from years of building layouts is that designs on paper do not always fit on the full-

size layout. I used full-scale mock-ups on my previous layout that helped me confirm the fit and the 

appearance intended in the design. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ п ς .ŜŦƻǊŜ ŎǳǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƳ ƻǊ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ                                                 

aƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ-ōǳƛƭǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ-ōǳƛƭǘ ōƻŀǘ ǎƘƻǇ                              

L ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ aƻǊŜ ƳƻŎƪ-ǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΦ 

Testing the Roadbed Methods: 

Nearly all the layouts Iôve built over the decades used Homasote laminated to İò plywood for my sub 

roadbed. This was a great solution for my previous layout where I hand laid all the track. But this lamination 

was very heavy. Iôve seen folks use extruded foam (pink or blue) as their sub roadbed. I thought this would be 

a good solution for me since I want to keep it light weight. 

Before moving, I experimented with some ideas on hand laying track on pink foam. I use 1/8ò x 1/8ò 

basswood ties to spike rail and felt they would help stabilize the gauge. I found cork roadbed improved the 

strength and helped deaden the sound. I also attached two different turnout throws: a Blue Point mechanism 

and a Caboose throw. Both appeared to work well. 
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CƛƎǳǊŜ р - ¢ǿƻ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƛƪƛƴƎ Ǌŀƛƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǝŜǎ ƎƭǳŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻǊƪ ǊƻŀŘōŜŘΦ 

Cork Roadbed: 

I decided to use N Scale cork roadbed since I had half a box leftover from my grandsonsô layout. I ordered an 

additional box from Midwest Products to be sure I had enough. 

The foam was removed from its temporary location on the plywood. I cut away areas where the water would 

go. I used the opportunity to shape the shoreline using a Surform tool. This was done in the garage and not in 

the layout room to prevent the foam dust from contaminating everything. (This is another great benefit of 

building in sections!) 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊƪ ǊƻŀŘōŜŘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ŦƻŀƳΦ L ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻŀƳ ǎŀŦŜ ŀŘƘŜǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭȅǿƻƻŘΦ 

The foam was then glued to the plywood using a foam-safe adhesive (LoctiteÈ PL300). Once it set overnight, 

I started laying the cork roadbed using the same adhesive. I used 3 half-strips of cork to get the width needed 

for the On30 track. It was held in place with pushpins until the adhesive cured (about 2 days). 

Next time, I start laying the track. 
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The Chicago Great Western Railway's Passenger Service 

Part of the ñKnow Your Railroadò Series 
or How to Pronounce Oelwine            

By David N. Currey 

PART 1 
 

Of all the moderately large railroads throughout the history of the United States, the Chicago Great Western 

Railway is probably one of the least known of the bunch, if not the least known. And, if you confuse it with 

the Grand Trunk Western, that is understandable, and you are forgiven. However, the GTW ran east of 

Chicago, not west. Naming note:  It seems that all railroads with the name ñWesternò in their names were 

never larger than moderately large. In addition to the two just mentioned, this list would include the Denver 

and Rio Grande Western, Western Pacific, Western Railway of Alabama, St. Louis Southwestern, Western 

Maryland, Norfolk and Western, DL&W (Delaware, Lackawanna and Western), NWS&W (New York, 

Susquehanna and Western), and Green Bay and Western. There are more, but if we approach the teensy-

weensy railroads with this list, it will never stop. 

The Chicago Great Western Limited 
 

However, I will mention the Bartlett Western Railway, as I lived in its namesake town when I was band 

director at its high school from 1976 to 1977. It was a whopping 23 miles from Bartlett to Florence. The 

railroad had several nicknames, such as ñThe Four Gospels Railroadò, because four stations were named St. 

Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John. It was also called ñThe Bullfrog Lineò, because the trains jumped 

the track so often. Finally, it was also referred to as the ñBetter Walkò, as passengers supposedly used to have 

to get out and push the train up some grades. It was abandoned in 1935, after its hauling of cotton had 

diminished, i.e., trucks took over most of that business. The area still grows a lot of cotton, and I remember 

when living there that, during cotton harvesting season, the sides of the highways looked like a snowfall had 

occurred, because so much cotton had blown off the trucks. Whenever I drove over to I-35 from Bartlett along 

the route of that old railroad, I would see businesses or the remains of businesses that had once been rail 

served.  
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The Chicago Great Western Railway's Passenger Service 

By David N. Currey 

Okay, enough on the other Westerns. Back to the CGW. 
While the ñGreatò part of the CGW's name was a bit 
presumptuous, the railroad did in fact run out of Chicago 
towards the west, without claiming ñPacificò in its name 
like several other railroad names blatantly lied. (I'm 
talking about you, Missouri Pacific, Texas & Pacific, 
Kansas Pacific, CRI&P (Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific), and Border Pacific.)  The CGW maintained its 
independence until 1968, when it merged into the Chicago 
Northwestern. At least the ñChicagoò and ñwesternò parts 
of its name remained. The CGW was known as ñThe Corn 
Belt Routeò and also ñThe Lucky Strike Roadò due to its 
herald looking something like the cigarette logo. The most 
deprecatory name it had was ñThe Great Weedyò. As with 
many railroads, the most important words in the name 
were sometimes dropped, and what was left were the 
words that truly distinguished the road in a minimalist 
way, and thus the CGW was often referred to as simply 
ñThe Great Westernò. 
 

While the CGW was mainly known for its freight 
operations, it maintained a healthy slate of passenger 
trains through the late 1940s. This article is mostly 
concerned with its passenger trains, as I know very little 
about its freight and yard operations. 
 

ñWhy the Chicago Great Western Railway?ò you ask. 
Thanks for asking. A few months ago, I was perusing 
Ebay for model railroad stuff, and saw an N scale Walther's streamlined baggage car lettered for Chicago Great 
Western. Hold on there, I thought. The CGW never streamlined. At least I thought I knew that. That kept 
bugging me for several days, and as such things sometimes go, I finally clicked ñBuy It Nowò. After the model 
was delivered, during several hours of internet research, I tried ñverifyingò that the CGW never streamlined. 
No luck one way or the other. So, I decided to give Google AI a shot, and lo and behold, I found out that the 
only streamlined equipment the CGW ever had was three baggage cars, manufactured by Pullman-Standard. 
(Do you reckon P-S asked the CGW, ñHow's your credit?ò)  But, you have to admire, in a perverse sort of way, 
a railroad that improves its passenger service by purchasing a trio of streamlined baggage cars. ñSee there!ò 
said the passenger traffic manager (actually passenger agent), ñWe are at least trying to improve our passenger 
trains.ò 
 

Okay. I kind of lied a little bit, but I'm an N-scaler, so at least give me credit for attempting to sound 
knowledgeable about train stuff. In actuality, the CGW did have some semi-streamlined passenger equipment 
that it had purchased second-hand from the Milwaukee Road. I found this out also from Google AI. The 
Milwaukee Road had experimented with streamlining in 1934 on a large group of coaches in order to test 
passenger reactions. These cars were home-built lightweight equipment. Their roof contours at the peak are a 
little lower than streamlined equipment, and they oddly had arched windows, with vestibules on both ends of 
the cars with steps that didn't fold up or retract, but they are kind of attractive. While I was trying to verify that 
the CGW never streamlined, I came across a photo (included in this article) that showed one of these semi-
streamlined cars in the last several years before the CGW discontinued its last passenger service. I found it also 
quaintly modern, yet anachronistic. While studying the photo, I was unable to determine if these cars had 4-
wheel or 6-wheel trucks. Turns out they probably had 4-wheel trucks, as they were not rebuilt heavy-weights. 

Chicago Great Western route map, drawn by author. CGW logo 

cleaned up by ChatGPT and converted to circular by author. 
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The Chicago Great Western Railway's Passenger Service 

By David N. Currey 

Before we get down to brass tacks, or even rusted steel tacks in 

the case of the CGW, let's have a look at the CGW's system 

maps. It is one of the most symmetrical and pleasing-to-look-at 

map in the entire Official Guide of July 1948. Of course, the 

CGW map expert smoothed it out to make the CGW look like 

the straightest railroad in the Guide, but it's sill a joy to behold. 

If you actually go on Google Maps and try to follow these ex-

CGW rail lines, you will actually find lots of them, contrary to 

the internet rumor that most CGW lines were abandoned. That 

may be technically correct, but there are miles and miles of 

CGW to look at, and some are in great shape. What makes it 

hard to follow on Google Maps is that the actual routes are not 

as smooth and straight as they look on the map. Try finding the 

CGW route south out of Oelwine. You won't find it in that 

direction. It actually departs Oelwine to the west-southwest. In 

actuality, the CGW must have hired a drunk sailor to lay out its 

routes, as they wind all over the place. Compounding the 

situation is that there are a ton of railroads in the CGW's area. 

You'll be following a CGW line, and suddenly there's a branch 

off of it not shown in the CGW system map, and you can't find 

such a line for another railroad in the Guide. Which way do I 

go?  You make a decision, and before long, after many such 

decisions, you're no longer on the CGW. That's when you give 

up and settle for a conversation with Jack Daniels. 

 
 

Roger Puta and conductor of Train 13 stand on platform at Council Bluffs, Iowa on August 8, 1962.      

The semi-streamlined coach was bought second hand from the Milwaukee Road. Photo by Walt Dunlap. 

Chicago Great Western system map from March 1945 Official 

Guide of the Railwaysða little more honest in the mainline 

alignments than the previously mentioned map. 


