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Thoughts From the sPrcewsik d

I hope everyone had a great Easter and were [Jabl
into Spring for our regul ar Easter dinner wjth
wat chi risg dBd uagkhet er pl ay with his old Thomas tfe T
to the holiday.

The Lone Star Region yearly conv@rti cemrily da@midn

ends at the end of April. I f you have never ||Jatt
3 days of clinics, operating sessionsaipratotyp
some great fellowship. Austin wil!/l al so be hpl d
no | onger need, or pick up a new project. Al tF
speaker. Bruce is a retired Union Pacific enpin
went through driving one of those big yellow en
worth the price of the convention.

Kelly Russell I's our new Division 8 Director T
our Division over this next year.

Thanks,

Chuck

Thoughts From t he DHyVHeSIiyOF

I would |Ii ke to thank everyone that voted to gi
Al s o, I want to themkiPhi IdeSltiewdrtonf amdhil e al@rer s
Thanks also toVipeestCHenkabidndems Marsh the [|rea
desire to earn AP Points towards your Associjati
earl y -swemmered & rreesw dwince

I have set 2 goals for the-igmddmi ndrec sypplrek @ff w

of TGDhe | argest division in the region. Seclpbnd
which will require some organizational changles
guidel i nes. You will be seeing new | ogos fljrom
I hope to schedvilde sewearnt sl idictiugdiioorg operati oflns
Live Steamers. Visits to other c¢club Il ayouts [|i nc
have sever al group event s -amtdankien ds eisnscilound ionrg tgEwoi.
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A Freelanced On30 DiiePsaglt B@Bernt e ILd
** E@i Not e: Partss 3Senrineds 2weé me Pernnevi ously published in|Jan
foll owing |links.

Parhttilps:// sanjacmodel tr a2 nx6 /oDegwa lekstGoigk icpdf Der ai | / Der alfi |
Partht2ps://sanjacmodel tr a2 nx6 /oNgwa ilekstctg riceadsf Der ai | / Der ai |
Part 3
The project to convert an old HO Bachmann GE Ce
compl etionbuifrhe sbehtchas haeoand mamglretaed d . udihrg ma

t hought Why not add DCC and Sound?
Mo s t fol ks khioke | eld®oat roni cs, but I DO Il ove |t he
Tsunami 2 sou+d Kkepoddr veg KA Digitrax speaker.
HﬁLLA#(;N

CAIdzNRBRSMRSO2RSNE {SSLI FfA@BST FyYyR &aLSF{1SNI 6SNB 2{NRSN
As | was waiting for the electronics to arrile,
scrdwcht requiremAahi eé\ne MeMiRtA Pr ogr am. I reached
what | had done and what would be needed for |the
scratch build a new frame. I examined the mech
mechani sm consisted of a capnropmeltlaedd frramek s.i tjiti n
CAIdNB K (KS 62Reé NBY2QSR: (GKS adi201 YSOKFyAaay Ozyarada 27

CKAE OASe arodana G0 KaS\ RISSONEBNIOKSa Ayadl ff SR
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https://sanjacmodeltrains.org/resources/Derail/Derail-2026/Derail-Newsletter-2026-01.pdf
https://sanjacmodeltrains.org/resources/Derail/Derail-2026/Derail-Newsletter-2026-02.pdf

A Freelanced On30 DiiePsaglt B@Bernt e ILd

I removed the metal <casting
tr

check out the [tru

to
wires that | inked to the ucks electrically |res

CAddzBiB20aONBga 6SNBE NBY2@SR (KIFIidi KStR (GKS Ol aeay3

¢tKS 6ANBa 6SNB Odzi G2 &aSLINALIESt SRSYSOKEZAAYRSELISYRSY

A new frame wasO.coot¢rraurced edh auestisngand various |[str

the stock mechani sm, |l needed to keep the wheel!'
have changed the |l ength of | ocomoti ve.

I ncluded on the new frame was a suspended pofcke"

fuel tank was |l eft hollow so it could hold a |spe

CAIdzBRSn 3-Q0k i OKFNI YS 4l a YIRS FTNRY adeNBySo L LI IFOSR O NI
|.

b2i8 GKS ' FyR . SyRa IINB YINJSR (2 SyadzNB 32 2R
To give the new frame strength, brass angl es | wer
Lead strips filled the trough-560 baddswecgkivst o
assembly to hold the trucks in place.
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A Freelanced On30 DiiePsaglt B@Bernt e ILd

Thefultacan ;

hold a speaker. The

bottom has holes for
the sound.

CAIdzBIRSp a-O0kk i OKTFNIF YS Aa O2YLX SGSR YR NBFRe F2N 0KS KidS Ol N2 y /
With the frame completed, it was time to instal./l
top of the frame within the cab. I installed 2
hoods. The speaker pocket created in the empty I
wired into the cab headlights made from brasgsg t
because my wiring practices are embarrassingl|ly b
The model got some weathering using washes o|ff Db
front and the head/torso of another in the <calb.

CAIdzMEScUYyA&EKSR Y2RSt A& ¢g2NJAy3a GKS wlkAfNRBIR 2KINF 2y Y@
The finished model earned &adugobod rmegui t ememtr|e o ff
certification. |t along with the scores from my
Motive Power .
This project fwshtaatr tceadn olutdoaswhatth e mdesd olp an®dal k
certification. I f 1 discounted the cost of the e
just need to build a new | ayout to put it to |wor
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Buil ding a Simple Dby hddadw
Since retiring midway through | ast year, | halve
| ayout in OO (HO) scale. I have been coll ectlng
around twenty motorized units. My goal with t|he
Due to the age and condition of the rolling sltoc
anal ogue mode and then figure out how best tlo a
was the amount of vari abl es I would find that
anal ogue mode and was correctly wired up in digi
or lighting operation would be unreliable. Il tf go
decoders, some of which had also been | aying |i dl
Hence my decision to build a simple digital ] e C ¢
unit on these. The unit comprises just a few]|Li
as depicted bel ow
1kQ X A X X
! A7 | A :_V_ﬁ
— ) |
£ S TN N RN AN E} 65 EON ERN TR N
SoZ NE N N A N % Y REZ ANE
R N £ AN N E} i YR o Y S sk 65
Ko Nl AN R Nl Nad Nt N
| I l |
| I I T T
Lighting Lighting Lighting Motor Motor  These
Positive Negative Negative QOutput Output four
Output Qutput Output {Orange (Gray terminals
(Blue (Yellow {(White Wire) Wire) used to
Wire) Wire) Wire) power
the
Decoder
Decoder Tester Schematic
The i mages on the following two pages show the
Al t hough not apparent from the i mages the 1ight
the decoder motor output s.
As an asi de, I frequently see decoder Il ightijng
out put s Unl ess the operating voltage of the/|twc
resistor in the common positive | ine.
The DeMay!l 2026 S



Deyg hiddadw
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Single Track Occupyaretyy &

Chuck Lind was curious the other day after hle
Howél Ihi dden staging yard. He asked if |1 <could
on his fa-axlesee wh&turwe dcaen do.

The sensors wewiarred utsd ng amECRT&EDOOOUI R Re&fl dct i v
(Amardbhor $9). 't i s connect &d ctaos ea,nys iAwrcdeu i tnhge rbec
and 2XiILEDhose a Seeed Studio -$I9AG03AMD21 boar/d (

3 wiitesthd55sensdD, iarmhdsxi pgnal 2 for the signal wi
to show a <car was in a certain | ocation on ¢t he
provided him 2 LEDPiost putasnrdj 6st i n case

See the &pdetbgl siwmpl e.

Because sensor was going to be | ocatbeudi Intexsgshé&idb «
Hopeful 8y opreuak ors will now enjoy knowing when c
/| ensor program for a single track

/| Coded for use on Chuck Lind's railroad

/ Aut hor Google Al |/ Kelly Russel/l

#define VERSION_STR "Single Track Senso. 20/126. C
[/ digital read sets IR read status to

const int SENSOR_PIN_1 = 2; [/ 1R Senso tlo Di
/| 2 1 eds arfoeneavoan Ipaabnieel and optionally ol out
const int LED_PUEND 11 =cbnnected to Digit

const int LED_PUEND 22 =cobnnected to Digit

void setup() {

/'l I nitialize the sensor pin as | NPUT

pinMode( SENSOR_PIN_1, | NPUT) ;

/1 I nitialize the LED pins as OUTPUT

pinMode(LED_PIN_1, OUTPUT)

pinMode(LED_PIN_2, OUTPUT)

}

void loop () {

/'l Read the state of the sensors

/'l Not e: Most I R obstacle sensors output Luw wnen an obst
clear

int sensorStatel = digital Read( SENSOR_F

/1 Control LED 1 and 2 based on Sensor [V

if (sensorStatel == LOW) ({ RO

/1 Turn ON LEDs (occupied) WDIGITAL
digitalWrite(LED_PIN_1, HI GH) ;

digital Write(LED_PIN_2, HI GH)

} el se {

/1 Turn OFF LEDs (cl ear

digitalWrite(LED_PIN_1, LOW);

digitalWrite(LED_PIN_2, LOW);

}

del ay (H500hiis delay wil/| reduce the flashing between ftars
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The Rosenberg Railroad Museum is |l ocated 1in
mainlines cross each other. The museum has 1
|l ocomotive (more on that in another article,
17 was the | ast operational I nterl ocking towe
hundred yards to its |l ocation at the mus®&uiB.c :
garden railroad | ayout depi ct i-snga |IRe sleanypboardgsl,aen
2 -Ncale |l ayoussabdpd!|l agoON30This article wildl
This April mar ks my fifth anniversary as a Vv
|l ayouts in the | ayout room after another vol
t here we3r epeocompllye 2mai ntaining the | ayouts. Sin
peopl e. My role includes being the | ead volu
making sure they run and are properly maintai
The | ayouts are a major attraction for the m
children | ove them! I hope that this effort
al so get groups from school field trips and
come to the museum and check out our artifact
volunteers are at the museum on Wednesdays fr
needs require.

Below is a description, with pictures, of the
them to protect them from prying hands as we
room a clean | ook and allow us to store thin
rollers so we can move them as needed.

Fri sbee -HDyout

The Frisbee Layout was donated to the museum
and began the | ayout in the 1980s so he coul
Shell refinery (he |iked the Shel]l l ogo! ) . I

Frisby passed away in 2004 and it was donated
The | ayout 1 s basically 5 concentric | oops wi
| ayout is nicely detailed, especially the <cit
chall enge finding | ocomotive and rolling stoc
DCC. Each concentric | oop has a DC power supq
DC power supply or use a Digitrax DCS52. Thi
describe |l ater in the article.

Rosenberg Railroad Musy bdni

do\
I U ME
Sin
roi
1T Ie e
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ol u
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nt e
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Rosenberg Railroad

Mu 8y DdN i

M&M L ayioHiQ

The M&M Layout was the store | ayout for a hobby

and Bellaire. The | ayout was built by custom |bui
when the store closed. He has visited the | ayout
mai ntained it He also visited my |l ayout on |t he
about 30 minutes before | mentioned theGmoseumf:
highlights in the tour

The M&M is 4 concentric | oops alll controll ed by
| andscape similar to the | andscapes encounterjed

the | owest | oop, so we can run a variety of powe
properly. The | ayout also has some sidings wi|th

As you can see from the photos bel ow, we havge h
We can run al most anything on this |l ayout excer
navigate it

This is a beautiful, realistic | ayout!
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Rosenberg Railroad Musy bdni

ON30O Layout

The ON30 [ ayout was built by San Jacinto Club m
that | ayout to the Rosenberg Railroad Museum| anc
was designed to be a portable I ayout for dis|pl a
arrived at the museum, we built a sturdy, roll I a
per manentl| y. The | ayout had seams where thel va
scul ptamold to permanently hide the seams. Il |al s
ot her damaged scenery details. A few pieces |[f
shay | ocomoti ves. However, none of these | ocomot
the museum, so all the |l ocomotives and most of
al so purchased a diesel to back up the steam|l oc
of rickety rail depicting a |l umber hauling oper e
not operational at this time and there are no pl
The DeMay!l 2026 11



