Greater Houst on

Tr al

Presented by San Jacinto Model Rai | r
Pasadena Convention Center
7902 Fairmont Par kway, Pasadejpa
February 21, 2026
This show is the reason our club |[doe
We wi | | n eoend daelclk htaon dhsel p make this |[Bho
I f you were not at the January meeting orl] yo
asteve.sandi fan@®@s@obunbekbrneo help. He willl
Thanks,
Chuck Lind MMR
The San Jacinto Model RR clu® iwn |l adas onciea taigan] nwif
of Models (contest room) at the annual Greatl|pr
|l i ke Locomotives, Rai | cars and structures. [|We
that can be used for qualifications for the/|[NMR
contest or simply present them for judges evipl u.
Pl ease bring these two completed forms availlpbl
https:// www. nmcanw3egl! sel ebration
fCont est Entry form #901
fTModel Contest Judge's Score Sheet #902
Il f you have aniyelcﬁiluuysstéd;m esto€@harct. I f you wolpl d
or learn to be a ju@gseel swhomevi ksowhas Bivell Rj bé1
Thanks,
Kelly Russell MMR
The DeFabduary 2026


mailto:steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-3
http://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/nmra_model_contest_judges_score_sheet.pdf

The Greater Houst on

wison TRAIN SHOW

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2026 10:00 - 4:00

Pasadena
Convention
Center

7902 Fairmont Parkway
Pasadena, TX 77504

East of Beltway 8 on
Fairmont Parkway

Adult $10
Youth $5
Maximum $15 per household

Operating Layouts, Classes on Railroads and Modeling
subjects, National Model Railroad Association Contest,
and Vendors from across the Southwest.

Sponsored by the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club, Inc.
501(c)3
Chairman: Steve Sandifer; steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net
Table Sales: Robert Ashcraft: crash8473@comcast.net

http://sanjacmodeltrains.org
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| mpr ovi Fi el dBgncgLrell |

> ® Q 8 # Suntan26 11:03:53AM

836% O © © — ®

Figure 3 File Menu and Open I mages
TTh@pen Ilomagemand wi | | open up a familiar Fin
the images you just uploaded iOpaidldies WwWihleh 6
of the iIimages to appear on the right side o
first one?) wildl appear | arge on the screen|.
focus and most of the rest of the i mage is

Figure 4 I mages Loaded in Helicon Fo
TfTheoad itti mefimag@alcnt hFei gur efiRdn dbmuttet otnheat | ower r
wi || cause the program to do the sta2kiong a
that were | iRedadck.r i Magteadnetchhe @ n MR egrhoteurda b @owne (T
ways to do the rendering: (A) wei ghtdedk mover
mean, but | found that they can make a diff
borders around the c¢clouds when my backdrop
unwanted stuff di sappeared when 4d perl feecdte,d
rendering method. The rendering process onl

The DeFabduary 2026 S



| mproving Depth of FieldBgncdLrell |

ftefMRetntddeut t on i s clicked, t he s
endered i mage with everything in

C:
»
Py
@
D »n
-

Helicon Focus 8.3.0 - Trial (31 days left)

B B0 @ Dwe § @ Prowesm

2% 0 @ O =

Figure 5 Rendering Compl ete

nally, if the renderfi8dvdtmgbgeatl a ks t@K, (alejfcek
iavlkutton on the right. Tihsiay ewiatsdowi aed ypau ac
ndered file wh@&tewdrsiopyg e ewmadysel i foeal iasy part
ocess. | us

ed 90% and that seemed good enpug

527% © © © — (C)

Figure 6 Saving the File

t al l there is to it. Theagii&Es e |l s9f awer a elall ¢ ¢ |
ey,s bwat itoo bad if you plan on doing Galbke
by within a hobby. This is a product that| wo
rningit apoudf efabteurse on the i Phone. That took tI
ital SLR with manual focus or a pidRkliemgllens.

DeFabduary 2026 6



A Freelanced On30 DiiePaaglt Qewntrete Cq

CAIdzNBNHLIA 2F aieNByS gSNB gk OKSR G2

GKS bH2LISyAy3dw dzaAiy3

The

DeFabduary 2026

I n the | ast install ment, I compl eted building t
|l ocomoti ve. The shelll was the next area to tlack
hoods. Styrene would be the materi al used for| it
The design included a set of | ouvers at the end
on the set of hood door s.
= B c—— = (.020" Wire)
pm— | —— T
| == ot bo =1 Ul | rTT— |
2] CEINTT
' \\ 5 LlLl [ — 11— \ScoGHSD [N NS (O
2 Pars of vents on the T
— top of the hoods
L >"J:.jbﬁ _ Louver on the
"F end of the hoods
if Te bt determindf [O)
) W\u(s;é‘a L'_i
Small vents the forward
sets of hood doors
CAJdzMRSmt 2dz8SNB YR @Syida IINB y2iSR 2y (KS [ 620
Construction started with the | ouQdsbtéy roem et, h ea| frrec
mar ked and. 0 6s@qgieadr ewistthr i ps. The inside was p2alint
angl e, each <cut to fit. Once the | ouvers were co



A Freelanced On30 DiiPaelt Qewntrete Ce

The shell consists of 3 major components: the ca
various thicknessbsi wdréhaemedThe ecabatwak constr
mechani s m. Then the short hoods were buil t, once

CAIdzMRB S0 Ol d YR H K22Ra IINB [éllAsy3d NR2FA | YR

Ce
S5 <

The shell c gidnrpyoofeinth st wereeck and mechanism to e
the stock mechani sm.

CAIdzBBRSn Ol o |y

RAH,ngéé yME utyé%ﬁ’zy GKS,RQOI u%YLﬁN{NJté
b2 i iKS @Syita 2y GKS (2L) 2F (KS K22Ra HA[0K 4.
At this point, it was time to add the cab ro4oo0
thick sheet of styrene cut to fi.tQlsOidye ewiend&ws't
into the first hood doors wusing an EXACTOE chi s
into headlights and exhaust stacks.

The DeFabduary 2026



A Freelanced On30 DiifPaaglt Qewntrette Cg&

CAIdgMXE Sp t 202Y2e0S &aKStt Aa O2YLX SGS yR 6l Aay|3

Now it is off to the paint shop After a coat
with-SPRleyadi ng Green (main body) and FI at Bl |a
( Mi cr os4claBl2e MaOs scentr al Locomotive) provided |t

E/L yell ow paint was applied to the steps and

CAIdgMX& Sc t 202Y20 0SS KI &

0SSy LI AYGSR FyR RS & F'RRSRo® ||y

¢KS 0Sff 2y (KS K22R OFYS FTNRY |y 2fR adsStHy

This completed the kitbash. It me t my plan of
sounddl? fli ni sh off the project next ti me!

The DeFabduary 2026 9
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Aut BBornot e:

As s

foll owing:

John Frank
Harvey Phillips
Al Partl ow
Steve Sandifer

Il ng wi-Chapt Pugyd eo €Bar n

embling this-ganti eibasbont Medebn®ailroad Club was onlly i

Chuck Lind

I n previoui@oadakdii tnigo wiolkt hhavd@ucposentrated primar.i
railroad, rolling stock, structures, and scelner
railroad built specifically for operation with a
built for the purpose most of us have in mind wt
during an open house, to display to visitors |[(ak
I n doing some r-earedrarht ioml esarflogr caur recent rjoun
Rail roader article on the Houston Model Rail rload
notebook filled with black and white photos |of

notebook was from Harvey Phillips collection,| mo
The Houston Model Railroad-1@64udb ddakesgbatktthe ¢
railroad club in Houston. There may have been ar
been told they began construction on the famed
1946 or 1947.

The c¢club constr usccteendi calcedeaQilt a yadt fam l yhe t hinnd f
Yes,stbatrect: Grand Centr al Station. Many year ¢
you want to visit Grand Centr al Station, go tlo F
Centr al andsthe Vaentaerbalty named Grand Ce nftarnasl

call it Grand Centr al Station.) The c¢club helld a
over the 15 years of its existence. Two of olur

Chuck Lind. AG®Gr etliaak viei mft Chsuecek t he | ayout whjen

Ats father worked for the SP and took him to se
di smantled in 1960 &Gvhkeaa t-théed dblosutd shtteirnn Pvaecs ftiacr n d

new Houston

Post Of fi ce.

The View of the Lagaout
d Loft . Note the gl assg pa
|l eft and right to separ
from the | ayout.

The DeFabduary 2026 10



Il ng wi-Chapt Pueyp soveBarn

Fast forward about 30 years and the autho+# i mes
member of the-f@an flaendlsad hmai lhad been membejrs
l ayout . An i nfor mal group known |l ocally alsomehse.
These were hard core Southern Pacific fans anpd |
cl ub. I attended a meeting with John and invite
Houston Model Railroad Club and the | ayout. Fort
of the c¢club in operation, some news rfeaenlss. fHep mh a
converted to DVD and we used them as the basi|s o
So, on the appointed night we masesec atl hee | paryeosud n ti ant
area and owned several of the pieces from the or
been the youngest member of the HMRRC afilfd etaddka id
These guys knew other surviving members of the c
meeting. That was amazing for a club that had di
and otherwise tall tales about the constructijon,
Several years ago Steve Sandifer hel ped Harvey F
gave the note book filled with HMRRC photos |[to
actually models the SP Houston Station. Al has n
the digital museum of Houston and Texas (LSR) La
Now fast forward another 30 years. On one of| ou
Chuck Lind told me about on ol der gent | e nsecnalwh oS
steam |l ocomotive that he said had -srcuanl eo nt htrheee H M
and he was inquiring if t hreariel woapse raantyi owa.y Tthoe | csohn
you replace the drivers and all wheels, or fd4i/nd
scale three rail track and operations this ils n
Worl d War -Sdalmanlyay@uts were buildt by wusing |an
insul ated and | i ke Lionel the two track railfis
picked up from a small third rail install ed jlust
around the pilot that extended out with a wheel
the engines on Fred- V O
rail . But from exami S
in the Harvey Phil!l t ha
there was-rsaome tthrcekgd
Look closely at t h
roundhouse and you c| t h
right hand mai n a
favorite Il ocation t olf as
there are several p hi§\ t ha
al | clearly show the
Wel | there you hav : t h
ol dest known model res (S
the most widely viewg:

This view of the Roundhouse clearly shows th
The DeFabduary 2026 11



ng wi-Chapt Pugyd Bo €Barn

The Main Passenger Station on the HMRR
The passenger trains shown at the station
Sunbeam, the Daylight, the heavyweight

e day is just getting started for the enginehouse
crew on the Clear Lake Timber Company railroad.
The hostlers have Shay #5 fueled and watered and
now it waits to take a string of empty log cars on
the daily run up the hill to the logging camp.

The DeFabduary 2026




A Study of Rai |l wauymtTdaarn 140 0 Eol

Edi& oNot e: Pl ease see the August 2024 Derail for detailed backgr
Publ i shed: 1944
Grain Goes to Market
Behind every slice of bread, every bi scuit, ar
transportation. The story may start in the wheat
or any one of a score of states in the grain |bel
with travel adventures before it finally ends| up
This is true whether the bread is made of wheat,
day, freight cars bearing grains or their pragduc
at once, we would be tremendously I mpressed!
Il n 1942, the railroads of the United States |[tr a
chiefly from country storage elevators to telrmi
carried an additional 799,000 carloads of fagur,
di stributing and consuming centers throughout t
countries. Put all these cars together and yolu h
I n pioneer days, before railroads and | arge gr ai
the nearest grist mill. The miller received a pec¢
farmer's use. The cost of hauling grain | ong| di:
moved from the Middle West to Eastern market|s b
Mi ssi ssippi rivers.
With the coming of railroads, many millions of
el evators sprang up along the rail rout es; I ar
transportation centers |ike Chicago, St . Louli s,
Buf falo. And in time, the United $tratdeausc i megc ameu nn
the world's greatest exporter of grain and grjain
Grain Goes to Market

The DeFabduary 2026 13



A Study of Rai |l wauymtTdaarn 140 0 Eol

The farmer's i mmedi ate mar ket for his wheat s t
top El evators are | ocated at numerous rail way s
farmers' trucks and wagons and I|lifted into the e
held wuntil the owner of the wheat decides it |[is
the required number of empty box cars to be pl ac
| oading begins. This is done by means of grafin
right. An average carload of wheat is around (1, 6
From the country elevator, the wheat may be $hij
| ower picture. Someti mes a railroad picks up| en
trainload destined to one of the big wheat mar k
cleaning, clipping, drying, grading, and miXxilng
The |l ong slender structures | eading from the| bi
machinery by which the grain is transferred tjo |
At the terminal el evator , the wheat finally |goe
From here it may be reloaded into cars and shiprg
in barrels (or sacks), each bearing the name |of
There are more than 2,000 flour mills and other
fleondir |l ing states are Minnesota, New York, Kansas
Since every individual is a consumer of bread ar
extends to every <c¢city and town and farming c/lomm
guantities of flour, meal, and breakfast cereals

|l cing the Refrigerator |[Ca

One of the miracles of modern railway transport :
dairy products are delivered at hotel s, restaur
condition as they were on the day they were |[shi
meanti me. Oof cour s e, this did not al | "just hap
crude beginnings. Many years of experimentation
were necessary before the care of perishablesH in
From the outside, the refrigerator car does| no
construction differs in several particul ars. For
as to keep the proper temperature within the |car
Il nside the car, at eachfbanBbemawdi compart mentcarr ki
of the car cold or in which heaters are placed
through openings, called hatches, i n the roofl of
adjustable ventilators to permit a continuous| ci
i's carrying a shipment under what is <called ["ve
commodities when the temperature outside fallls b
It rises above that.

The DeFabduary 2026 14



The temperature requirements depend upon thej|corl
and fish require substantially | ower temperatiure
require refrigeration, at | east for short distar
This is done by the use of charcoal heaters p|l ac
o

Icing the Refrigerator Cars
In this picture we see refrigerator cars being i
iemeaki ng machinery and storage rooms for ice. A
car s, i's connected with the station and extends
of ice along the icing platform. Men remove |t he
pieces and drop the pieces into the bunkers| as
refrigerator ciacgesd ciam & ev darcyeds hoar tr et i me.
Railroads which handle considerabl e quantities ¢
l i nes fori dicngigr eafnrdi geer at or car s.
Caretakers or inspectorsoexamione mahe care athat nt
o f service to regulate the temperatures 1insi|de
temperature adjustments are necessary. For infsta
Texas to northern <cities during the winter sea
temperatur e -raodujtuest menndt saren ve at destination wit|
i n operation.
Refrigerator cars are often used in cold weathert
commodities which might freeze in ordinary frei@(
wal | s, floor s, and ceilings, whi c h, ' i ke a therr
desired temperatures.
Smal | refrigerator containers, shipped in ex-pr es
t haarl oad | ots of oysters, fresh and frozen f[i sh
eggs, poultry, yeast, serums, vaccines, and flil m
These specially constructed, hermetically seal ec
i cbeox or refrigerator. They may -bei sbipped for hi

The DeFabduary 2026 15



Col or Matching Usi Baygoalk

Whil e modelling, I have found there are times wl
has a very specific color. For instance, I mji g h
number. | would Iike to be able to print somethi
but the background color would not mat ch the pe
matches the car <color exactly, and then paint ol
the old digit. One other technique would be|to
number with a clean patch, as seen in the protot
this article, I wanted to print a number on @a p
correct background color. That is where | got| th
Col ors I n Excel
It I's a simple matter to change either the flont
di agram bel ow.

|& A | === | Bwepte

"[E] = = =|& 3= | [EMergesaCenter -

-Automatic ]

Dllllllll

|Illﬁi

8D

m EEEEE

MoveCol .....
However, the selectiMonegbokmrie welrgctledni atatyhe
me n u, and the following appears, which gives |mor
Even this color selection is |imited. However|, i
Excel uses 3 byt es, or 24 bits to represent Ja ¢
same way. Taken toget her, 24 bits can represegnt
as (x,y,z), where x is red, y is green and =z |i s
any value between 0O and 16,277,215 is valid fo ¢
visually distinct col or, since the differences ¢
in 16,277,216 values to pretty much match any co
The DeFabduary 2026 16



Col or Matching Usi Bygoalk

For instance, the foll owing numbers represent| ce
fBl ack is 0O (|l owest number)
fRed 1 s 255
TfGreen is 65,280
fYyell ow is 65,535
fMagenta is 16, 711, 935
fBlue is 16,711,680
fCyan is 16,776, 960
fwhite is 16,277,215 (highest number)
Since these colors are represented by an (x,Yy, z)
you might expect, they are continuous for 225565 c
goes from pure black to bright red. However, -|256
511 goes from this slightly |l ess black to a s|lig
Col or Matching Using Excel Macr o
't wi || require some trial and error to find|th
macemabl ed Excel file with a XLSM extension. |(You
this functionality, Si Acarstennismgr&@&e maamno cfomemc
Windows | eaves this capability turned off by |def
The first thing you wil/l need to do after open
AShecettdC o I6oT.h e n, get i nto mRA&r oamddehaevin t hy pdlalsjroane
Nam&:i el d. You fgoolTuhledn ,| s técebttindpeeo n . RSeupbl axc(e) owthredh S uh
code in the diagram bel ow:
Sub Colox()
Dim iColor As Long
Dim iRow As Long
iColoxr = 0
For iRow = 1 To 256

Worksheets ("Coloxr") .Cells(iRow, 1) .Interior.Color = iColor

Worksheets ("Coloxr") .Cells(iRow, 1) = iColorx

iColor = iColor + 256
Next iRow
End Sub
This procedure wil/l change the background <col or
value specified i Color, and put the exact numbe
suggest widening the first column and first 256
macro can be run from #+#Beaspdr dadé KCeoddplrboyxkidygien g e
I n this example above, i Color = 0 in the fouyrth
red. The key to making this work is playing |wit
16,276, 960. The easiest thing to do is just dues
want. You wi |l eventually see patterns start |to
The DeFabduary 2026 17



Col or Matching Usi Bygoalk
I n the example bel ow, i Color = 209, 152, for |no
multiples of 256 for this to keep the color fjron
side by side pictures show the gradual transifti o
are very short here in order to get it all onf th
B__|

rrect color match is trial and|l er

Color() above to display the col o

o ahead and print out the page |and

he value that represents that <clol o
Once you have an exact color value, you can set
into macro mode anfWoubks hgettsh(e" Csotlaotré'me nCte |l | sdq|i Ro
where i Color is the exact color you want. Friom
insert any kind of writing using any <color ipnto
macro to set the background color for the cell.
by going to the color palettdaVome t @ah drii@namam E
shown below, but this requires a conversion firor
one color at a ti me. However, once you deter|min
arithmetic and get 3 valwues for red, green anld b
The DeFabduary 2026 18



Col Matching Usi aygoak
Colors O X
Standard  Custom
Colors: Cancel
4
Color model: |I:ENNNGE -
Red: 255 5 Mo
Green: 255 15
| Blue: 255 -5
Hex: #FFFFFF
Current/
My Applicati on
My dawuighhawrpi cked up the tank car shown in the ¢
not -at hleipne car ! No reporting mah&sl aogt iwa i wh engl
truck and hordm hobobkewvenpkere. who manufactured it
of this quality and era.
Since | wanted to show I appreciated her gi ft1,
meant metal wheels, knuckle couplers and reporti
reporting mar ks. I wanted to cread ehmyeownyddea
recent efforts with purchased&devheaeln gapercildeve th
color match the background wusing Excel The col
value for i Color and printed out sever al di f fler e
and printed the SCCX 0405 reporting mark (her| bi
the paper to make it thinner and glued it on| us:i
the color difference from a distafhcehoW,I|dbauctwgiesph
compromi se on a car of this kind of quality. Th
visibility of that edge.
This technique could be used to match col or | fo
additional color matching on other cars that |nee
backdrops or anywhere el se the correct color |on
The DeFabduary 2026 19



Marék Mi nut e By Mar k Cd
More on Using Decoder Prjo

Programming decoders can be done on a| de
track that can be switched from one to t

advantages and shortcomings. I have a|l d:¢
programmi ng booster, command station, han
use my throttle or one of the virtual t hi
programmi ng. I have had each of the dotpnher
t he odani omur | ayout and got ALL of my enjgir
tour! OOPS!

Decoder testers help me @uikanllwy whes @l te i
sound decoders (the blue one to the | eft
center) is for basic motor or | ighting| de
right) so | j ust need to plug the dec|od:e
decoder that haeél pnmsa kaes sau rne stthaskte .1 don
There is a slight di fference betweebDCQ@ro

engine than changingr adhreammedreamgi me.a Mar

Next Mbdhnatnhgi ng t he ProgPamgmragmed &nBaoeory
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Cel ebrati on Ceyrmeithagd

Februar y—=8ir

Bob Sandhaas

Ray ThOmpSO(Fnebruary 6) with Wif‘tl,-,achr;e,Wl 11 a
(February 19) during a vacation iwi Chishgne and|the

Don For manek

(February 26) Don with wife, Sidney, |take
Madeira | sland (Portugal) in October |202
The toboggan is guided down the steep st

by two Carreiros Do Monte as the) h a
Pet e LeaCh I\/H\Hd0|ng for over 100 ygEag s. A on ¢ @ ien
Pete catching hlStIﬁeySDsédShoiha\Séna steam cog locomotive

Diego affear ai 4hwuul the passengers

NOTE: share your birthdays, annlversarles, weddi ngls, r
pleasej egmalolhognob@gfmarlel .tchoem 9t h of the month to be inc/lude

J J =
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