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Mont ana Rai l Li nk Custsp mansa b

One of my railroad modelingcaheprestami socobhatete
collection. One railroad | ine | have wanted |to
(Fi gulref tl) . Thecmbdel simeNy rare, and ty-piigaltl)y
add this item to my collecti on;stlylceu sctaobm odsees ifgonr
‘.'-n-r.-m_ L.._....._
i_;' 006 AIL‘LINK ‘Y’Q AI‘LL_JV
SN - S — G
_ il
Atlas Model
N-Scale
Fi guirMonlt ana Rai l Linkl eabposedidpebmed&pesri ghit)
I purchased an ol d N&W caboos e ugprullian e, usi mialbaro s«
find). It was in bad shapeppeéeirtgftand Rior stoupl e
(Fi guupepe2r right). Then, after cleaning the bpdy,
match the dark blue color, witihowbae) robfchosmsmetah
was used on a f e3w cporacttso toyfp etsh.i nineuds et e2st or s mao|d e |
gl oss finish spray coat s. I use the testors plain

- Paint over N&W markings
- Metallic silver roof

Fi guirNe&W caboose purchased online and prepargtio

The prepped cabooskl dfst .s-t@uwatgoimnd Fd@auales 3wer e| ma
match prototype (close as possible) and purc-has:

right). This company prints the custom waterslid
any scal e, and used to letter rolling stock, | O«
captured off websites or designed in Power Poi|jnt.

The Dejanuary 2024 2



L

I n Kk

Custep manea b

ked” Blue Cab

Highball Graphics
Custom-Designed decals

highballgraphics.com

Fi guirfdn3namhéde caboose ready for custom decaling [(]ef
Final pr od3uchto:urAsb otuott a2l t i me; 1/ 3 cost of commer
PAIL LINIK
Prototype B
Fi guirki Mal product compareditt @ rpertdtyo tcyGoesae . MNaRlieenes
Figure 5 are exeomples ONf saatestiB8@motons vlei d Btaicdr ma
caboose. I f anyone would Iike to discuss maki|ng
i t ems, I am available to assist
Figuir@Gusost om decal ed | ocomivail V e pRRp@ar ) . Le
the custom Rail road Line for my ho me | aylout
the South Plains Larmesa railroad, whict
The Dedambary 2024 3



Two Promi ses Made samwméd:e K

| discovered ship and boat‘ Amerlcan Small las [
My famid yhavena boat, or ¢ S el ne
water . I had to rely on b Salhng Craft rot
l i braries t o fill my thir On
fascinated fenewhsani Smaldb vy |f Sl .
Howard Chapell e. I't was | og¢g ifon
just about every small sai r b
Americas. | must have chec| "~ st
over the years back then.
I promi sed myself that I i K s
build a model from one of (g an 5
ordered it online. b

CAIdzNBo@2]1 L NBFIR Ay KAIK &OK?2|H BoOfF
One of the friends we |l ost in the past few years
t he monthly Petticoat meetings held at Vall ey Ra
l i ked to rib me foks bBBQ giMhwgc ebhackhgs s BB RKRaohgee t
woul d say. |l would always reply that | only I]i ke
After Denny passed away, | purchased a bundl e of
sizes and many brands. | promi sed migerbf . t hatll wa
Denny that he was a bit salty fAAnd Gdowast yodloHge iw o
actually imagine him at the helm of some ol d |(wor
So, with a pile oflbdhok Wobdughd, twhy mew buil|ld a
my | ayout to remember him. And | found the perfe
This boat was pretitcyoasd mmdn Mali mreg t(The ymiwer e |bui
and are sometimes called Friendship Sloops. The:
well s that received a constant flow of seawat|er
got the name Smack.
A waterline model would allow me to set it ifn f
much easier to build the hull since most ofs| t h
drawing to mark up and cut out a hull base frjom
The Dedambary 2024 4



Two Promi ses Made samwméd:e K
=EnaEes P
=
e
CAIAdgN®Id S O2LNBaRRFGEKS 68RE Grd GRIELB G Nr OKSGwd (Sdef] Ay S«
¢tg2 LIASOSa 2F $22R NB dzaSR (G2 KStLI NBRdzOS 4 NLIAy3| | yR
Next came the centerline profile traced from|the
and glued to the centerline of the base. Then a
the centerline at the various stations.
CAIdzNBSHI §KS OSYyiSNI LINRPUES KIFI& 0SSy 3fdzSR (2 (KS OSydBNI A\
L 62N] SR FTNBY FNRBy:d (G2 NBIFIN® ¢KS 21y | NBIF gAlftf o
Wood from the stash | got frooen Deedys wprRiISNng seldott k
clamps for year s. However, the standard size i ¢
Fortunately, I found some miniature clothes pin:
are the perfect size to clamp planks. A cabin wa
CAIdzMRBSnKdzA f KFa 0688y LXIFIYyl1SR IyR -Q6H{RRadAAya 6B ¢ & Kk DF 2 e &ydb
¢tKSe INB K2t RAYy3 GKS NHz NIAf gKAES GKS 3t dzS aSfgaop !
The Dedambary 2024 S



Two Promi ses Made samwméd:e K

|l i ke to build work boats. They are not al ways
rryrushed the hull with a dar k -sgtraeienne dc rwaofotd psahi onwt
oat needed sails but would not be under sailj. I
hort so they could be furled and not be too |bul
ides on the @i wesgeyti howaatemrcal !)
CAIdzWESpKdzf t KFa | bFNBaKb O2FG 2F INBSY LI AyHo ¢ KISNINKR I/NES| ANSS |0
tKSe gArAftf OBEONIIBKERYRARKE dzi SR YIS YSRAdzy (2 3SG GKB al j
The boat received some details including a f|igu
(Could that be Denny in his younger days?) Ther
water . I't 1l ooks | i ke he nmmystbielalt dieatst inreg ghiborb o m
CAIdzMBScUyA&KSR Y2RSt KIFa 0SSy LXFOSR 2y (KS flezdio L
¢KS t20840SNYIyYy A& 3ISky3d dzyRSNBlI e G2 G§SyR 112 K 7
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Two Promi ses Made Ba mé: e Ke
The very |l ast thing to do to the model was <ch
CAIdzMRSTo02F0 61 &8 OKNRAAGSYSR 6KSy (KS &0SNYy ylI YSL]
So, 2 promises kept: a boat model fromet gat B
extra Rudy BBQ packets for you. We miss you,
Mardgdk Mi nut e By Mark Co
Hold Wiring in Pl ace
I install LED I ighting and speakers inside e
goéand Bitmytshe shell when closing it up. | st
is very hard to work inside a shell as my fin
I coul d apepsliyz eadp pprioepcreisatoef t he Hémeleoscrleaden
and hold it in place by burnishing it with an
and add another | ayer of tape and not take u
tape is easy to remove. Once the wire is in p
to remove stacked tape and tighten up the wir
I i nstalled remote control couplers on an en
recommended, it would not have worked. I had
to the coupler boxes. I ran the wires to the
To get it to stay in place | used super glue
o f the way of t he tessedes_——-sh el ___dri v __trr
everything, t hen hel
used super glue to s
chassi s. Once the gl H
tape and then glued :
pl ace. Worked great!
Next Mont h: Lap Solder
The Dedambary 2024 7



Switch Li st Genemwyabdvo c
The topic of how to generate switch Iists has be
circles and decided to perform some more real|ist
topi c. However, about 15 years ago, I created a
ti me. This | ayout no | onger exi sts, but the ||l ay
system and it works well for me and the way o
current mo d e | rail road, and it i's used for ajn o
signal control, but | am not wusing the JMRI f|rei
My system is based in Microsoft Excel, wusing |an
| have for this system:
fMy model railroad has a set of destinations fc
tracks, storage tracks, exchange tracks with a
fMy model railroad has a pool of freight car s.
various destinations during an operating sessi
fMy model railroad has freight cars of wvariaqus
With that in mind, I got to work. The first |ord
Excel spreadsheet. This can take a bit of efflort
is compl ete! When | purchase new car s, or rjet.
current Picture 1 is a shot of the spreadsheet
fColumn A is the -
spreadsheet i's s Box Car - Steel 200 RBX YELLOW
her e for t hi s e X Gondola Car - Thrall 2743 230 OFHX GREEN
Tank Car - 3 Dome 36 Feet 251 SCCX YELLOW
matter wh a t orde Tank Car - Single Dome 252 CONX SILVER
fCol umn B is the Tank Car - 3 Dome 36 Feet 251 SCMX ORANGE
t o ma k e t h es e Tank Car - 10000 Gal 251 MPCX WHITE
0S s | b | e Flat Car - Depressed 221 SP&S BLACK
p ) Hopper Car - Ortner 240 GRR YELLOW
fCol umn C i s t h @ Helium Car 299 SP RED
S W| t c h | n g p ur p oS Hopper Car - Ortner 240 GRR YELLOW
M h | Tank Car - Single Dome 252 EORX GREEN
or e on t at at Tank Car - 3 Dome 251 SCCX ORANGE
fCol umn D i s t he Box Car - Steel 201 CG BLACK
. Tank Car - 11000 Gal 252 SHELL GREY
ﬂ C Y I umn E . IS t h € Tank Car - 11000 Gal 252 SHELL GREY
t he car I n my s Covered Hopper - Ribside 210 MDC RED
| at er Covered Hopper - Ribside 210 MDC RED
. Tank Car - ACF 8000 Gal Insulated 252 RPX BLACK
fiCol umn F IS t he Tank Car - ACF 8000 Gal Insulated 252 SHELL BLACK
when hunting dow Gondola Car 230 SP&S BROWN
. Box Car - Steel 200 GN GREEN
fcCo I u mn_ G is the 2 Flat Car 201 SP&S BROWN
Thi's IS al so U S(|f3 2955 Tank Car- ACF 8000 Gal Insulated 252 COSX BLACK
down <car s. Covered Hopper - PS2 210 ADM BLUE
Covered Hopper - Evans 4780 CF 210 MKT GREEN
Al | t his i s enter Wood Pulp Car - 50 Foot SIECO 224 VO BLACK
~ N . Tank Car - Beer 257 CORX WHITE
fRoster &0 Lnc aa~l‘ll 0 Gondola Car - Drop End 230 WP BLACK
spreadsheet | nChaa Wood Pulp Car - 50 Foot SIECO 224 MEC GREEN
Movement s Tank Car - 14400 Gallon Molten Sulfur 250 GATX YELLOW
Picture 1
The Dejanuary 2024 8
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Switch Li st Genemsybdvod
The next order of b
i ndustrial portf ol
diff_erent types of Description
ir ﬁ?g'r :nZ?i OnThli 2ﬁ| Iinfdu 200 General 40 foot box Car
Type Deddcrni ptiheniCa 8 201 General 50 foot box Car
Movemespgrseadsheet . 202 General modern large box Car
that Column A is a 210 Covered Hopper - food
of car described injg 211 Covered Hopper - plastics
For instance, codef|f 212 Covered Hopper - cement
t hrei | I-f 0@ Dbox car .| 213 Covered Hopper - other
; ”md ”r Setf ri Inei Sn gt hmayt ocpae” g 214 Covered Hopper - unit train
experience, anda 2 mall© 220 Flat Car - general
distinctiongoobtet Wee] 221 Flat Car - heavy load
However, if 1 want eff2 222 Flat Car - cushion coil
4d oot box cars her g3 223 Flat Car - stack car
| could have a -fcodtelf, 224 Flat Car - wood products
cars and code 201 (5' 225 Flat Car - logs
for wodoben dbdx cars
code for -fATG&SF b ah0 6 226 Flat Car - other
separate code for a7 230 Gondola Car - scrap metal
here is that there |3 231 Gondola Car - sand
Z?;'rsf]o\llv:]“ ?;ecfairng 232 Gondola Car - other
going to b e ignore.0 240 Hopper Car - sand & gravel
include these ki nds|! 241 Hopper Car - coal
t iRoster &sheeati dwlf2 242 Hopper Car - ore
do this instead so [I3 243 Hopper Car - unit train
roster in one placef 250 Tank Car - sulfur
The reader can see |5 251 Tank Car - chemical
other cars, for thelg 252 Tank Car - refined product
ﬁ‘llﬁ)g??i é);t icoon"se ' teg th 7 253 Tank Car - crude oil
|l earned more about 8 254 Tank Car - LPG
covered hoppers ar elf? 255 Tank Car - other
cars and tank car s/l 256 Tank Car - unit train
products, so it is (i 257 Tank Car - food products
d odn seNn_d a crude oi 2 297 Caboose
plant fvi dST méoeadrlfo asdu cji3 298 Passenger car - Misc
codes e 790500 S 299 Not switchable
finish the scenery 1 n my I ndustrial _areas and
finalize what those industries are going to
do The ability to make changes |l ike this eas|i
The Dedambary 2024 9



Switch Li st Genemwyabdvo c
The final piece of the system is the |ist ol|f d
contained i niSiadismg e Dod na ifigqut | Mvos pe etagsi s he et The
columns are shown bel ow:
fCol umn A determines if the destinati on HfYsetsac:t
i's not present
fColumn B is a short code describing the delst]i
t iRoster &sheeati on
fColumn C is the destination description.
fColumn D is the chance that during an operjat.
Each time the macro is run, a random number
destination.
fColumn E is the maximum number of <ca& swbhaly a
car |l ength, since only certain types of <cajrs
type of car can be accepted.
fColumn F and beyond indicate the types of |car
|l ine can accept types 200 and 201sfoboodoadt|5BD
cars. fiGba#dston2eol.Branch not an industri al dest
armoflfayoo ati | r oad. It can take a wide variety of
and assigning them to the destinations in Pic
A B C
Trans
Active Name Description Pct Len Valid Car Types
Yes LB1 Warehouse | 70% 2 200 201
Yes LB2 Crane’s Crane | 60% 4 220 221 222 224
Yes LB3 Garner Scrap Metal | 60% 4 230
Yes LB4 Roberts Printing | 50% 2 200 201
Yes LB5 Hoffa Cement [60% 2 212
Yes GB1 Gladstone Branch 1 |100% 5 200 201
Yes GS1 Heritage Furniture | 60% 3 200 201
Yes GS2 Plastics | 70% 2 21
Yes GS3 Continental Mills |50% 3 210
Yes GS4 Tank Car Racks | 60% 4 252
Yes GS5 Team Track | 60% 2 200
Yes HAR Team Track | 60% 2 200
Yes EWR1  Ty's LumberYard#1 | 50% 1 201
Yes EWR2 Engine Facility | 10% 1. |:262
Yes HEL1 Glacier Gravel | 65% 4 231
Yes SUM1 Glacier Ind Sands | 30% 2 231
Yes GB2 Gladstone Branch 2 |[100% 7 200 212 220 222 230 232 250 251 252 25
Yes Team Track 1 200
Picture 3
The heart of the system is the VBA macro that g
thing | do MRestpern n&Oshacattib®@®n cture 1) and for | evc
E, |l ensure that the car i1is in the | ocation i/ndi
Af ter I confirnRoebéi t WshhecahedBthlmewd ALOTN t hel ma
does iIits magic and inserts and r eiiibovsetse rn e&ds lu@esd ti
However, the macro al so generates therwduktl| o$t a
The Dejanuary 2024 10



Switch Li st Genemsybdvod

1 (Car Movement Description
2 For LB1 - Warehouse
INSERT Box Car - Steel MKT #62009 onto siding LB1 - Warehouse
For LB2 - Crane's Crane
REMOVE Cushion Coil Car PC #752170 from siding LB2 - Crane’s Crane
REMOVE Flat Car - 48 Foot Depressed AT&SF #90146 from siding LB2 - Crane’s Crane
INSERT Flat Car SL&SW #85082 onto siding LB2 - Crane’s Crane
INSERT Flat Car - 4 Axle 90 Ton GSC TTX #130970 onto siding LB2 - Crane’s Crane
For LB3 - Garner Scrap Metal
REMOVE Gondola - Mill CRI&P #680111 from siding LB3 - Garner Scrap Metal
REMOVE Gondola Car - Evans B&M #3072 from siding LB3 - Garner Scrap Metal
INSERT Gondola Car SP&S #2510 onto siding LB3 - Garner Scrap Metal

INSERT Gondola Car - Drop End C&S #21526 onto siding LB3 - Garner Scrap Metal
For LB4 - Roberts Printing
For LB5 - Hoffa Cement

For GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
REMOVE Covered Hopper - Evans 4780 CF UELX #65139 from siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
REMOVE Covered Hopper - PS2 CONRAIL #883528 from siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
REMOVE Flat Car SL&SW #85031 from siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
REMOVE Box Car - 50 Foot Sliding Door CR #269879 from siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
REMOVE Box Car - 40 Foot AAR M&STL #53210 from siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
INSERT Box Car - Steel SP #82990 onto siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
INSERT Covered Hopper - PS2 2893 NAHX #34098 onto siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
INSERT Box Car - Steel TRB #37250 onto siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
INSERT Box Car - Steel SP #61002 onto siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1
INSERT Box Car - Steel GN #10325 onto siding GB1 - Gladstone Branch 1

Picture 4

The Dedambary 2024 11

Picture 4 shows the work required at each dest
(presumably full of scrap now) wil/l be removied
empty) will be delivered to Garner Scrap Met all

r

he Gl adstone Branch 1 destinati on ilsaymatt amnaiilnmn
train wil./ come out of a hiddeREMO¥Ggiang tnadck ha
hdél NSEORBrs and take them back to the hidden [sta
One advantage of this system is thatifRlosdanr @ diol
sheet. That way i f cars are | ost or broken, I
make fixes between sessions. For i nstance, alt C
| oaded car should | eave.-5MBedwietemmh esre stsa osnwgap li|rc aa
and then adjust the spreadsheet.

This system is not for everyone, but it certdinl
it might be right for them.
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Eachyear, hundreds of
people are injured or killed
while trespassing on railroad
property in the U.S.

« Trains are faster and quieter
than you think.

« Railroad tracks, bridges,
trestles and yards are

private property.
» You can be held liable for
damage, injury or worse.

« It cantake over one mile, or
18 football fields, for a train
to come to a complete stop.

Trains can’t stop quickly,
HELP STGP and they can't swerve!
TRACK TRAGEDIES « Sharing photos taken on or

near the tracks might promote
Know the facts_' - dangerous, illegal behavior.
Make good decisions.
Share the message.

OPERATION

OLI.ORG LIFESAVER®

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL R e
(800) 537-6224 a ety Education
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