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As I am sure most of you are aware, in April and May of this year the Model Railroading 

Community lost one of our Outstanding Couples, the Freitags. So, a joint issue of the Derail 

(June and July 2022) dedicated to their memory was published. Likewise, the Presentation 

at the July 2022 meeting was dedicated to Gilôs magnificent railroad, the Stony Creek & 

Western. 

As just mentioned, Randall Wilson and Bob Barnett collaborated on and gave a marvelous 

presentation regarding the Stony Creek & Western. Very well done and thoroughly 

researched. It covered the railroad from its early inception to the sprawling masterpiece that 

it became. It was also touching to hear from these two individuals that have had a very long 

relationship with the Freitags. As usual, I encourage everyone to consider providing a clinic 

or presentation. Just get in touch with JayC and he can put you on the schedule. I believe 

that he has clinics well into 2023, but still consider preparing one and presenting it to the 

club. 

Both the June and July Club Meetings were well attended at Bayland Park as well as on-

line via ZOOM ï 41 at Bayland and 22 on ZOOM in June and 51 and 19 in July. The 

exceptionally large July Bayland attendance was because all of the Freitag children and 

spouses attended the session. In any case, however, I will keep on reiterating that we need 

to keep our ñin-personò presence as high as we can to ensure that we get to keep the ñBig 

Roomò.   

As I mention every month, we really need to continue to support the Lone Star Region and, 
for sure, Division 8, especially the clinics. The next one is scheduled for some time in July. 
Likewise please attend the National Convention in St. Louis, August 7-13, if possible.  
 
So, thatôs it for this month! I want to wish all of my SanJac club colleagueséHAPPY 
RAILROADING! See you at the August Meeting! 

 

Gˏɶʍ 

 

     Thoughts From the President   By Gene Mangum  
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    50 A Personal Milestone          By Pete Leach MMR  

 

This issue marks a personal milestone, my 50th published article in the DERAIL. I could never have imagined 

it! What I thought would be an article or two shared in this newsletter has turned into a 5-year journey 

resulting in more than 165 pages with over 240 photos! 

I never had a great desire to write articles about my modeling. Writing was my least favorite subject in school 

and my C average was the result! But I do like sharing stories of the experiences Iôve had in building my 

layout over the past decade. To mark the occasion of my 50th article, I thought I would look back at some of 

my favorites. 

My first article would have to be one of my favorites since it started me on this long journey. It was the 

introduction of my planned short series called The Hobby Bench. It debuted in the May 2017. The article 

outlined how I create my own ñkitsò by assembling scale drawings, photos, commercial parts, and materials to 

scratch-build a model. I still do this today. The article had two images but only one was a photo. Looking 

back at the results, I am surprised the editors didnôt fire me! 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ ȊƛǇ-ƭƻŎƪ ōŀƎǎΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ                    
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ άƪƛǘǎέ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 

In many articles, I shared techniques and tools Iôve learned to model various subjects. Everything from 

scratch-building wood shingles to lumber loads to wharf pilings were covered in these ñhow-toôs.ò All were 

just a small part of the process of building my layout. But by far, my favorite article for this type of activity 

must be building Eastern White Pine trees (September 2019 issue.) There are no commercially available 

models or kits for these trees. And having a layout set in Maine MUST have these trees. After all, Maine is 

the Pine Tree State. I learned of a method for scratch building these specific trees from a blog by modeler 

Ryan Mendall.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ п-ǎǘŜǇ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ-ōǳƛƭŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ²ƘƛǘŜ tƛƴŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ                                                                                                  
¢ƘŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜũƻǊǘ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ¦{ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ 
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My layout is set in 1925, and it is important to me to have age-appropriate details including cars and trucks. 

From the beginning, I scoured the train shows and hobby shops looking for vehicles that could be found in my 

era. There are many, many O Scale vehicles set in the 1930s and beyond. I currently have 4 vehicles on the 

layout, and I wrote about them all. If I had to pick a favorite, it would have to be the 1913 Flatbed Ford Model 

T (July 2020). I donôt know much about the mechanics of cars and trucks so kitbashing a truck from a car kit 

was quite the stretch for me. It turned out better than I expected, and the model plays a key role in setting the 

scene. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - /ƻŀƭ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǾŜƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŀƛƭŎŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƪƛǘōŀǎƘŜŘ мфмо CƻǊŘ aƻŘŜƭ ¢ ¢ǊǳŎƪΦ                                                                                                    
¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǿŀǎ ƪƛǘōŀǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŀ CƻǊŘ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǊΦ 

My two sons showed very little interest in the Model Railroading hobby growing up. Much of that was likely 

caused by their father (me) being too concerned with fidelity to the prototype and realism. Plus, I remember a 

few ñDonôt touch that!ò coming from my mouth. I have been encouraging my two grandsons to enjoy the 

hobby. They have been building a layout in my train room using a lot of leftover N scale equipment from my 

earlier days. Determined NOT to repeat errors with my own sons, I let them design, build, and run the layout 

as they see fit. I wrote about their layout in the November 2020 issue. They are having fun and continue to 

express their creativity in so realistic ways! 

CƛƎǳǊŜ п - DǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎŀǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ b {ŎŀƭŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ a¸ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ                                                   
L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǊǳƭŜ І мΥ άLǘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΗέ 
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Since my layout is based on the real Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington in 1925 Maine, including articles 

with some of its history was impossible to pass up. Many folks here in Texas and other parts of the South may 

not be familiar with the little railroad and the area it served. Iôve enjoyed sharing how it moved coal, lumber, 

milk, and people up and down the Sheepscot River Valley. Iôve been able to combine historical information 

with model building and layout operations.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ р - ! ŘŀƛǊȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƭƻŀŘǎ Ŏŀƴǎ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƪ ƭŜƊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ƛƴ tǊŜōƭŜϥǎΣ aŀƛƴŜΦ aƛƭƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΦ 

I have caught a lot of good-natured guff over the years about the number of boats on my layout. Some of you 

know by now I was a boat and ship modeler way before the model railroad hobby entered my life. I recently 

built and wrote about detailing a small dinghy to fill up a dead space near my wharf. I designed a scratch-built 

passenger steamship years ago based on a sketch from an 1895 poster I found online. But without question, 

my favorite project was scratch-building the DOROTHY GLYNN. She is a two-masted schooner rigged to 

haul sawn lumber from the railroad wharf to other parts of the Northeast. With well over a thousand cut-to-fit 

strips of wood, many commercial fittings, and hours in construction, the ship is the most complicated model 

on the layout. It is also my favorite. I named her after my late mother. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - ¢ƘŜ 5hwh¢I¸ D[¸bb ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀǿƴ ƭǳƳōŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ww ²ƘŀǊŦ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎŀǎǎŜǘΦ                                                                                     
{ŎǊŀǘŎƘ-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ 

It has been a long journey and I believe 50 is enough. With this issue, I am signing off as a monthly 

contributor to the DERAIL. But youôll see me again occasionally as ideas pop into my head that I want to 
share with you. In the meantime, I encourage you to share some of your stories with the rest of us! 
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     Mystic Residential Area          By Gene Mangum 

.ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
Mystic, like most communities along the Guadalupe River in the Texas Hill Country, was originally built on 

only one bank of the river. This occurred because the banks of the river were relatively steep and the only 

bridges in those times were in essence ñlow-water crossingsò. As time passed the other bank was developed 

when ñall weather bridgesò were constructed. In most cases this development was for residential areas, not 

commercial areas. This is the case with Mystic. For my ñMystic Branchò iteration, two residences are 

modeledéboth Campbell Kits: Pickenôs Place, Kit # 395 and Granômas House, Kit # 387. The two homes are 

on River Road, on the South bank of the Guadalupe River adjacent to Memorial Park, a beautiful wooded 

setting backing up to a small hill. Figure 1 is an aerial view of the area. 

Mystic Memorial Park is to the left followed by the ñPickens Placeò structure and the ñGranômas Houseò 

structure. River Road is the road in front of the houses. Notice that the area in front of the two homes is ñCurb 

& Gutterò with sidewalks whereas the remainder of River Road has standard gravel shoulders. Memorial Park 

was detailed in an earlier Derail article published in the January 2021 Issue. Power to both homes as well as 

Memorial Park is provided by the LCRA power poles alongside River Road. The two homes share a 

transformer.  

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ 
As mentioned earlier, the two homes were both constructed from Campbell kits. Have I ever mentioned that I 

really like Campbell KitséHar! Har! The construction and detailing of both homes are discussed in detail 

below. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - {ǘǊŜŜǘ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ tǳƳǇ IƻǳǎŜ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - !ŜǊƛŀƭ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǝŎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ !ǊŜŀ 
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     Mystic Residential Area          By Gene Mangum 

tƛŎƪŜƴǎ tƭŀŎŜ 

The ñPickens Placeò kit was probably the second 

Campbell kit that I constructed, sometime in the mid 

1970s. I was ñbetween railroadsò so I spent a lot of time 

detailing the kit. I added all the interior walls, the floor/

ceiling between the upper and lower stories of the 

structure, including an enclosed stairway between the 

floors on the ñbedroom/kitchen/dining roomò wing. I 

built a fireplace in the living room and cabinets and a 

sink in the kitchen. I even added lighting. Whooo! 

Unfortunately, in its current location in Mystic, none of 

these details are viewable. Likewise, I chose not to add 

lighting to the Branchéthis may change in the future 

since several structures do have interior lighting. Figure 

2 shows an oblique view of the structure. 

As I just indicated, I built this structure in the mid 1970s. I painted it white using Floquil Paints. The front and 

rear porches and foundation were stained using Floquil products as well. The trim was painted a medium 

brown, likely using Testors enamel paint. The roof was shingled with Campbellôs excellent shingle system. 

The ñdrainage valleysò were simulated with cardstock painted a galvanized steel color. The chimney was 

painted a brick red color using enamel paint followed by mortar detailing using concrete color paint applied 

then quickly wiped off. I added bathroom vents and a flue on the roof and a central air-conditioning unit from 

Blair Line in the back yard.  

Speaking of the yard, it was modeled using crescent board. The sidewalks and driveway were modeled with 

expansion joints and painted an aged concrete color, again likely with Floquil paints. The lawn was simulated 

with ground foam from Woodland Scenics. The shrubbery was created using chunks of green foam also from 

Woodlands Scenics. The trees were also from Woodland Scenics materials. The picket fence along the front 

and driveway side of the house was from some unknown manufacturer, possibly Revell. It was painted white 

using Testors enamel paint. The tall board fence along the right side and back of the property was scratch-built 

using strip wood. The strip wood representing the vertical pickets were individually stained for variety. Since 

the kit didnôt include a garage, I scratch built one using a variety of strip wood. The siding is shiplap and the 

garage door is vertical tongue and groove scribed siding framed with scale 1 x 4s. Since the garage door is left 

partially open, I detailed the interior with scale 1 x 4 wall studs. The roof is covered with Campbellôs 

corrugated metal roofing materialéanother excellent product. The garage is also painted white with Floquil 

paints. Figure 3 and 4 show detailed views of both sides of the property. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - hōƭƛǉǳŜ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ tƛŎƪŜƴǎ tƭŀŎŜ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ DŀǊŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ CƛƎǳǊŜ п - 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘ {ƛŘŜ  
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     Mystic Residential Area          By Gene Mangum 

DǊŀƴΩ Ƴŀǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

I built the Granômas House kit specifically for the 

Mystic Branch. I had had the kit for many years, but 

hadnôt constructed it. Since I knew where it would be 

located on the layout I didnôt bother to super-detail the 

interior. I did create a second floor and several strategic 

view blocks on both floors. This is one of the most 

difficult kits that I have ever constructed, especially the 

roof. Figure 5 shows an oblique view of the structure. I 

painted the structure with Floquil Paints that I was able 

to purchase. The main structure is painted Conrail Blue 

with Poly-Scale acrylic paint and the trim white. The 

two porches were stained with a walnut stain from 

Testors Create-FX as was the front door. The 

foundation is made from plastic ñstone sheetò laminated 

to card-stock wall material. As I have mentioned in an earlier article, Campbell does a really good job with 

this material. The foundation was brush painted an earthen-stone color. Then, mortar was simulated with gray 

acrylic paint brushed on and then ñwiped offò to leave the mortar in the areas between the individual stones. 

As I mentioned earlier, the roof was very complicated to build, with all of the interesting angles. It was 

covered with Campbellôs shingles. As with the Pickens Place model, the ñdrainage valleysò were simulated 

with card stock painted a galvanized steel color. The two chimneys were constructed in the standard fashion; 

painted a red brick color followed by adding mortar color and quickly wiping it off. Since I concluded that this 

home would have more than one bathroom, I added two bathroom vents made from plastic tubing.  

As with the Pickens Place structure, I added a central air-conditioning unit from Blair Lines in the back yard. 

The yard itself was also created from Crescent Board. A garage was provided with this kit. I constructed it as 

per the plans and painted it with the same colors. Again, the sidewalks and driveway were simulated with 

expansion joints and painted an aged concrete color. The lawn was also simulated using ground foam and the 

shrubbery was created using chunks of green foam also from Woodlands Scenics. Similarly, the trees were 

also from Woodland Scenics materials. For this home the fence is a simulated ñrail fenceò created using 

stained strip wood. Figures 6 and 7 show detailed views of both sides of the structure. 

 

All in all, I really enjoyed building these two homes. They really fit my vision of what an ñAcross the River 

Residential Areaò should look like! 

Well, thatôs it for this month. See you next month with a new subject. Happy Railroading!!! 

CƛƎǳǊŜ р - hōƭƛǉǳŜ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ DǊŀƴϥ Ƴŀǎ IƻǳǎŜ  

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ [ŜƊ {ƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ  CƛƎǳǊŜ т - 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘ {ƛŘŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ  
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 Remembering the Stony Creek and Western Railroad By Divina Gato-Hogno 

 

Tall tales, history, and numerous photos of Gil Freitagôs legendary Stony Creek and Western 

were presented in July. The meeting was graced by the presence of all the children of Virginia 

and Gil Freitag. 

Led by Randall Wilson, with the assistance of Bob Barnett, the clinic presentation during the 

July meeting of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

9ƳƳƛŜ CǊŜƛǘŀƎΣ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ YǳōŜŎƪŀΣ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ !ŘƪƛƴǎΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ [ŜōǊƻŎƪΦ 
bƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻƴ DƛƭōŜǊǘ CǊŜƛǘŀƎΦ  
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    Continuation of the Civil War Railroad Series          By Jeff Williams 

 

After a significant hiatus I am about ready to continue and hopefully finish my series of 

articles on the importance of railroads during the American Civil War. Actually, I have been 

acquiring data and working on several articles for some time. Some of the subjects I wish to 

cover include Gettysburg (this will probably be spread over several articles), the fall of 

Atlanta, the siege of Richmond, and what happened at Appomattox Station, which led up to 

General Lee surrendering to General Grant. I may also include an article about President 

Lincolnôs funeral train. 

If you have some knowledge of this important but tragic period of American history you are 

probably now asking yourself, ñGettysburg?  What role did railroads play in that decisive 

battle?ò  Stand by, you are about to find out! 


