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Contributed by Charlie

Gi | and Virginia Freitag
Al ong with the entire model rail road ¢om
Virgda narmd &hdeatGhl Uni versally, they wer

contributions t o t he NMRA and Lone Stlar
Rail roading.

Over the year s, It has been my honor J|and
rail roads f&@Gom rlo h&n tDAalplhdeit é il GMc Clge nli amd &8 u(
high on my | i $&6sStfoory e ®rek WalbEe Gatrletrincl es o
his awamdng models at LSR and NMRA cont e:c
| egendary road. A quick trip to the |Ho
arrangewi adwhout of promi nent mo d e | rai |
goal . I was as iIimpressed by Virginia | an
ﬁforeigner fot omb€alretermed with such grac
that my experience was not wunusual ; I nid e e
often opened their home to visitors and p
the epitome of a | oving couple, supportiyv
Som years | ater, as a member of the NMR
|de of the NMRA Fell ow Awar d, designed d
FeIIow I n the Academic world, the NMRA| Fe
i n our case for promoting Model Rail roadi
embodying Virginia and Gil as they werje a
recipient.

Since his award, others such as John | Sa
Austral asian Region) and many others have
than the Freitags, though | ruefully admi

I have had a few occasions to return t|o
encounter t hem at NMRA or LSR conventilons

some of their children such as Gil bert| h
On every |l evel, Virginia and Gil succegede
but solid family values. Margaret and]| |

and our al | too brief conversat@ opat i g n\e
dedication to caring for Gil after his| tr
entireviwer Imaddel rail roading communi bnyanyha
friends in wishing their family the best
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Contributed by

Teacher, Ment or, Friend

Ibn not exactly sure when | first met Gil ajnd
Sam Houston State University and came into town
met Gi l and he asked what | was working on, It c
i €raftsmMaming that brief meeting, | was tol d of
me to be sure to come by. Il returned on that |dat
up on a platform and viewed f@her elnaeynobuetr rmuncnhi neg si
but I do remember that I was welcomed in by |Gil
young coll ege kid.

After col |l ege, I married and moved to Dallas.
Catholic Church somewhere near the Astrodome| I
remember that handshake and smile welcoming me i
finished entering the model then | 1l eft to make
to pick up my model . The scoresheet had a to|t al
attasbedlGiwent over to the table and Gil asked i
Gi | call ed another of the judges, Jim Lon@, taht
judges what | did on my scoresheet. For close to
the car, wh at material s | used. When it was |O0VE
handed me a merit award ribbon. Gi | j ust had th
NMRA and to be sure and bring a model or ta@ogkol
Gi | and Jim out of my mind and how they took |t hi

I got back home and went to my first LSR conlven
t hen.

I was encouraged by Gil to work on becomijng
di@dnthink | coul d, he said you wil/ become a bet
sever al ti mes on my way to getting my MMR. Cou
encouragement , maybe. I first | earned scenery in
10 years old at the time) assisted him. Gi | sai
When | started working on my MMR all track hald t
for |l ess than a dollar (it was in the 70s). I |
StruGtuaotenic on building tips again by Gil. | ndi
i n. Car s, motive power all l earned from the cllin

Af ter | remarried and moved to Coll ege Statio
was also welcomed into this wonderful family | of
Virgd nwas al ways a must. When the LSR conventjfion
wal ki ng down the stairs of their home and Gi |l ,
iIScratchbusbhddng have never done a clinic. He | j us

When | el demyspimkhe present | ayout, it was/|aft
on my I|list of folks to invite. Virginia and Gil
November | ayout tours both at my place and visit

an inspection tour. Where they woul d d

ready fo
f

r
Thanks or the guidance, instructi on, and enclour
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| n t he 1

980s, I

Contributed by

was a remuPar alblpakarRray,| olia ck

a r \Wh

Stewart. Nor man Beveraged&andrli oduisd |jpoabssintoisan odin ttl
reserved for a guest operator.
Larry, Ri ¢k, Ceci |, Nor man and | al lwiawel yh adli sac ugs
Shawiptted teasing were common as we operated |our
by Gil Freitag.
Theéi l Freitag!
Thef amous buil der of t he St onelyh elCMRA k Maxntde|r Wel
Rai | rblalEwirl.der of -+swumei ogs mawat drailroad strujctu
Everyone grabbed a throttlednandeboeghrr oper asteisns
t al kivnegr.yone was focused on operatAfntgert heaelilr wea awe
wi Theéi l Freitag!
The |l ayout room remained unusually quiet for |sev
Suddenly the quietness Videsy bRarkeal Ib,y 1Gifl orl goautd | tyc
el evaake.this car and put it at the elevator |[for
Gi | grabbed a covered hopper fromltphiacedaitnh |amd
grain elevator.
And the | ayout room was filled with | aughter!
Theéi l Freitag had made a mistake and he annoujnce
Of course, the real mi st ake was Weadteh dbuyg hiLta rwey , w el
wi Thei l Freitag when in fact we were operating w
|l am conviGmeddwatndi mi Gtidk eneavteralwla.nt ed t oHde t
wanted us to enjoy operating a model railroad to
And Gil loved to opera »
Gi | host ed mont hly a
operating sessions on st e
rail Headwoul d invite
introduce them to the
Gi | al ways wanted trai rnm
trains as i f they Wer € N
understood that mistak Joul ¢
safwe are operatWmgn moe
a mistake no ome is us|
And someti me Gi l worud
woul d all | augh!

Photo of Gil Freitag operat|ng

Cl b HO scale | ayout in [Batc
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Contributed by I
Remembering Gil and Virgin

A |l ot wildl be written in this iIissue by | ma
For Gi l | thought of words &i kd , menxtaom|l et
have hearihet He aalddacddeh a¢ x pmelte vy wel | S ums
you Vvisit eachofladyloultayoonutt htiosury eaanrds as k t
out of ten, (and maybe ten of ten) owners
early day influence in theirtr model i ng| ca
mountain scenery, i ncredi ble detailed |str
the SC&W as the primary influence. |l know
Gid invitations to operate at the SC&W i
operations for me. Houston has been flort
San Jacinto Model Rail road Club who oplene
t he model railroad hobby with abandon. I
ot her areas or who | ater moved away, this
for the open and welcoming atmosphere |fr
more evident than i n the operations fie
Redmond, Don Bozman and Dale Forney tirnai
ar ea. Most everbyasceud rreanit|l roopaedr aitn otntsi s ar e
these roads. And of these, Gil and the| SC
Many stories of the trials, mistakes, N ]
the SC€&Mnsioversary celebration in the pDer
they were fun, and they were priceless|to
The Dedjané / July 2022 6



Contributed by I
But none of this would have been possi| bl
Virgini a. Gi | and Virginia opened theijr F
Convention Tour s, San Jac | ayout Tours| al
your home for a | ayout tour 1Is one thing.
a bit more. To gWwbherm GhepembdehdMomig sbddeub
anyone in the San Jac, Lone Star Region o
Dr . Ri chard Kamm wrote a seri a@n ottharshad
Gi anm®rse of the articles was on Gil Wh e n
railroading in Houston and around Texas I
by st@mditrhg showl.der of Giants
Thank you for all you did, Gi | and Virgin
Contributed b
MEMORI ES of Gl L FREI TAG
I was extremely juskyasol hbeeamet i Git erjest
own (my first and only) way back in 1979.
Visit I made to The Stony Creek and West «
guy that was glad to help anyone. That | wa
of with a constant fbawdamaqévhofGhepsre 6t isd N8l g ¢
my own | ayout design all through the ylear
of having his brain picked so often, but
As a re&ulgtuiadfanGiel and encouragement , my c
spi ke was driven on Februdryi nef,|l ueh&&. [t hh
floper@ahiioch has become my favorite part of
Anot her time Gil answered a cal l for Hhis
train display&f dHdrospexad Chi ltchreenrMedi c al C
got help from many peopl e, but Gi | buji |t
engineering work on the | ayout.
Anyone who has enjoyed visiting thlke WC|HnNEGE
just two more exmmpudtest aofdiGid cdanretirtialbgut i o
his | asting memory.
The Dedamé / July 2022 7



Contributed by S

When | was new to the clu®® tosopewaated 1
making his way to various people for <cjony
AYou want to opelr altengreaed dfag/r ntilgahtt 2guest|i on
great oy thhedEviendcawal d ysaynwe question clame
a regul ar on the Stony Creek. The Stagny
di scovered the first time I wor ked theg C
down to Apex before certain trains came ¢
positions but Ed Raines and Dave Milton wu
As | prepared to build my | ayout, | asked
it as a youth following the TruScale dlsi
to watch as he worked the area wunder Ape
gang and Gil the rai/l gang. As | wor ked
could get my hours i n.
When Gi l has his stroke | visited them|in
|l ot of stroke wvicti ms, but non® a&ahd hhld ¢
recovery that he experienced. No one shou
Virginia as a team to continue their Iif.
i ve, and Gil |l i ved for her. You may file me
i ne daavvaywhen a damsel pines away after t
has real meaning. W thout Virginia, Gil p
Toget her, and humbly, they have |l eft an e
Gi I will forever be my John Al Il en.

Steve Sandifer dispatches trains on the |Sto
The Dedjané / July 2022 8



Contributed by

| was born in Lake Charles aBd ghkWenug, tlh
a SubscmMiopleil omRat darnada doecrc asi onal IRyaigirolkaad |
Craft3mase were my main contacts with |the
clubs or activitiesOnae itdMRodotbbiynean a hphe

bui It | i ft bri dge thatwasi mp |nyb dagshtwoauwn digeidfr
whose prototype gave access to Ga&lfveasltilon
hundreds ™MRIi pbpoeowsfirom the | ate 1960s, t
memory down thi(duglemembeyedr $s he photo |[as
awar d, but found out just recently i1t |was
Contest model s.)

Forward now about t wo and a hal f decades
Rai |l roa@n Chy bf.i rst visit to the Freitags'

ti me, I was |l iterally stunnedMRpoh ostedeh atth'es
guy! " | shouted"'snilsamtel t htad mheeal fl. pas|s ¢
in the sky, my | ast conscious thought of

Phot os Submitted By
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Contributed by

Layout buil ders often need just a few| mo
empi@fetsen expansion is stopped whoeonrm twhad |ts
Gi | e eSt@agy Creek and Western track glang
availi addwer yJ watl Il remove the wall studs Jpr
Gi | wanted to reroute part of the Stony
bri d@iel. ddi want another bridge parall el t o
| ay®wueéexterior wall, so Gil deci ded to hid
Gi | removed the studs in the second stor
service the hidden track Gil i nstall ed a

t he hAosu stehe wi ndow was on the second sto
required to reach the window.

Gi | curved the track along a rock cl|l Wit ha
the hidden trackwork complete and the sce
| was the engineer of one of the first| fr
the new tunnel when suddenly my train |[sto
the probl em.

Gi |l t dBac knei,t wupolanrde vterrys eadg atihne. t r ai n apnd

Whamly train stopped again in the tunnel
This time fBadk tioltl doumte,again @and go for war
Real |l y?

Gi | r e fGeoa tfeudl,| Wet hm eop ==
shove out whateveo §

| must admireadywatsq

Creek and Western I n

bl ocked tunnel |, |

i nstructions.

WHA M!

The train stopped t

tunnel !

Gil decided he hadf. nb

| adder t o t he secor ' N 0 t he
the background above the St ¢

wi ndow. tunnel entrance into the wall
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Contributed by

Il n the dar k.
Il n a drizzIling rain.
Gi | cli mbed the | addlérerandvacsp enroadhitnhge owmi n
Gi | yel |l ed dlfrryo m 60 uatgsaii dne.,
Once again the train stopppedcdeatd!|timgets amane
track hWhapowas.causing the probl em?
Now everyone in the | ayout room was watch
AT r y | dGialgaydhhkeedr ain again stopped at t h
cylindrical covered hopper about four <car
The cylindrical covered hopper was extra
outside of the tunnel !
|l yelled to Gil that the problem was part
A slightly damp Gil returned toGithekhaagloe
pieces of the plaster rock cliff.
AiTry 1 ® again.
This time the train ran smoothly thru the
Wh e n Gi | rerout
through the wal |E
passenger car t
cl eardahee.cylcdovidel
hopper was just
passenger car
the | akotuen. i nc i
track cl earance
to go outside toOF
On a | adder .
Il n the dar k.
Il n the drizzling

Gi | stands on the | addert t

window to service Stony [Cre

hidden in the exter|ior
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Last

(RRUlnP Virgini a

Pt @sihtdatgy) J

It I's with a sad heart tha I n
LSR Ramnl Chair Virginia F mo
Virginia supported the LSR ms
high energy, gui ck wit, and d e
To hono&® hevjewean few of he p |
1 Virginia and Gi l hosted ope or
Rail ro@d NGvelnber Layout Tou ca
Layout Tour s) from 1972 unt Wit
being the 2020 COVipRrcsamcdloff it he
2 Virginia and Gil hosted th<',fA;':" \‘I
Christmas Party for around|[f - il f r
2019. The 2021 Christmas P & 2 | d
Bayl and Par k Communi ty Center. V1 I N
presented with a plaque and A GI ANT Than
3Virginia served-RahéeésLERensst BeoMNdinnat or
many decades.

4 Virginia se-Raetd &€sotdenboor for the 1989
I n Houston. She | ater received the Achi
this service.

5Virginia was awarded the 1995 John E. L C
was | ater recaptioned the Loeffl eiff Eréen
Awaod Ohidreit agwarswadal | ber at el yB OhnfTaHmeRr étohtaat
their many years of service to the LSR.
6. Virginia was the mother of five chil|dr e
grandkids number wrong, so please forgiyv
7.And | ast, but certainly not | east: | 1 [
and all the LSR Members, that Virginija i
devotion to and care for Gil since hils s
This Iis a person who |lived a full i fe| an
Jeff Pal mer

LSR Secretary
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Contri buaedi ¢

| f there was a Queen and King of Houst
of Houston Moédéet hRai Woohdi bg Virginija :

Virgd ngantl e nurturing met hod of keepi
conventions has hel ped manys chooukpdireess.rl i
each of the wives to bring sampl es off
cont est room | et the wives know their
husbands something to braglababsowmade:!
want to come to the conventions to Vi s
t h e -R\aoinl activities.

Virgd ntiiarel ess devotion to Gil anWe tahree
al | i ndebted to such a Great Lady.

Lauri e Lind

Contri bkemrdVadryc

I took a |l ook to see if I had any pho
November, 1970 at Fr annJkKMRPCa tvtiesni' tse di nF|oF o
on Saturday A

Sundhlye tour

Freitag.

I can't reme

but Virginia

pl ace whil e

Gil would I ay

homeShe di d

addi tion to

baby and yoWin

was the origi

Ye s, Virginia
for a new bridge 8hetiwasoatdeatl|l yahhrd
my very | imited time shared with her]|, |
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Virginia Frei traodoghk ipd§ @
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