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July ï Happy Birthday America é ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.ò  

Next month is the Stafford train show on Aug 14 ï hope all of you are ready. Thanks to Steve and 

Robert ï looks like everything is set. Reminder ï LSR Convention October 6-10 in Tulsa ï see 

flyer for more info. 

We are also quickly approaching the San Jac Club annual election season. There are 2 prominent 

positions open, President and Media Manager. Gene has done a great job with keeping 

presentations flowing at the monthly meetings (he has not had to revert to his stand-by clinic on 

Shadow Puppets). If the Vice-President steps up to run for President, then that position is open.  

Dick Louvet has done a stellar job as treasurer, getting our 501.c.3 certification, filing NMRA 

100% club status, acquiring required NMRA insurance for the train shows, files taxes, and more).   

Iôll bet he would not turn down any assistance. All who are interested in any of those positions, 

please inform head of the nominations committee Bob Ashcraft. Let the campaigning commence!!!  

Fall is also time to consider Layout Tours and whether we want to continue that decades-old 

November tradition. Craig Brantley has been coordinating this effort for many years, and I know 

that he is certainly willing to share that process with anyone wishing to continue that work.   

Speaking of the Media Manager, Tom Bailey was thrust into that role as a result of the ñCOVID 

effectò. He has been fortunate to have the able assistance of JayC Williams in that effort. With the 

added functions that these two have taken, we need to take a look at creating a technology team to 

set the course of the future.   We may need to evaluate the purchase of some equipment (camera(s), 

speaker(s), microphone(s), and related cables, wires and such). If anyone has skills in this area, or 

wants to learn more about this technology as part of the team,  let me know.    

There are some changes ahead in 2021, San Jac will evolve and grow.  

SO, stay safe,  stay focused, stay involved, and keep modeling. Iôll see you online or at Bayland.  
 

Kelly  

 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 

The Derail ð July 2021 
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     Train Show Update     By Steve Sandifer MMR 

                

 

Attaching the Trucks - The wheels and trucks on your rolling stock should move freely from 
side to side.  Any stiff movement could cause your train to not follow the track properly.   

When the trucks are attached to the kingpins on the bottom of the car, they need to have a 
certain amount of ñplayò to allow the car to negotiate variations in track, but not so much as 
to allow the car to tip over.  I have heard that the truck on one end should be free to rotate and 
swivel only and the one on the other end should be able to rotate and rock side-to-side a little, 
to enable the car to act like a tripod on the rails.  I have had to make the ñtightò end a little 
looser as I found that very strict adherence to this part of my ñstandardò resulted in 
derailments on certain roads.  (My rolling stock was gypsy.  It had run on several club layouts 
when I did not have one of my own.)  I often drill and re-tap the center of the kingpins for 2-
56 screws and then use screws a little longer than needed (if I can) to insure that the trucks 
never fall off the car.  I try to do whatever is necessary to keep the trucks at the minimum 
level of ñloosenessò (is that a word?) to perform well.   

Next Month:  Couplers  

      Markôs Minute           By Mark Couvillion 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

Wiscasset Gets a New Water Column with Help from Downunder 

 
When building the engine service facility in the town of Wiscasset, I wanted to include a model of the 

prototype water column. The prototype engine crew could access the waterspout by climbing the stairs on the 

wood platform and then swing the pipe over the filling hatch on their locomotive tank. On the layout, the 

crew would have to reach across the yard to top off their tank. I had a drawing published by Peter Barney that 

included some general dimensions. I scratchbuilt a model from wood and brass tubing. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м ς !ƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŎŀǎǎŜǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ мκуέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ǇƛǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ фл-ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ōŜƴŘ ǘƻƻ ǿƛŘŜΣ  
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻƻ ŎƭǳƴƪȅΦ 

 

I was never happy with the look or placement of the model. The tube used appeared too big and it had a 

sweeping curve instead of a tight ninety-degree turn. I placed the model on the track leading to the pass-

through stall behind the engine house. I couldnôt put it where the prototype placed theirs since I wasnôt 

modeling that area. I thought the engine crews could easily reach it to water their locomotives. Unfortunately, 

the locomotives foul the yard tracks when using the column and the crew has to reach over two yard tracks. 

A few months ago, Gavin Beaumont from Australia presented an on-line clinic on how he built a similar 

Maine Two-Foot water column in O Scale. The water column he built was part of a global effort organized 

by some Maine Two Foot fans back in 2007. The goal was to build small prototype elements to build interest 

in this narrow-gauge type. Gavin gave a thorough and delightful clinic that explained how he scratchbuilt the 

cast pipe elbows and a simulated canvas hose. Before he finished, I was inspired to go back and fix my 

earlier attempt. 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ DŀǾƛƴ .ŜŀǳƳƻƴǘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘŜǊ tƛǇŜ ό[ŜƊύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƭǳƳƴ  
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴǾŀǎ ƘƻǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  DŀǾƛƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŘȅ wƛǾŜǊ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜΦ  

bƻǘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎǇƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƻ ƳƻǘƻǊΦ 
 

To rebuild my water column, I would use the original wood platform and stairs. They were built using the 

Peter Barney drawing and looked accurate to the old photos. I could focus my efforts on the pipe column. I 

decided to use 1/16ò brass tubing since that works out to 3ò diameter in O Scale.  I used a cutoff disk in my 

Dremel tool to carefully remove material from one side of the tube. This would allow me to bend the tube 

without a big kink. I soldered the opening and bend to both fill the gap and strengthen the area.  

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀǎǎ ǘǳōŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŎƘŜŘΣ ōŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƭŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴƎƭŜΦ  
hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǘ {ƘǊƛƴƪ ¢ǳōƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƭƛŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ 9ƭōƻǿΦ 

 

Gavin used heat shrink tubing to simulate the cast elbows on his pipe. This material is typically used to cover 

soldered wire connections on electronics.  I gave it a try and found it very effective. I used two diameters of 

heat shrink tubing. The smaller to form the basic elbow shape. Once heated with a hot soldering iron to 

conform to the shape, narrow bands of the larger diameter version were added to the ends. More heat was 

applied and then the area secured with a drop of ACC.  
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

To create the brace, I wrapped the tubing with narrow bands of .010ò thick brass shims. I folded the shim in 

half and pinched the folded end together. A small amount of solder held this closed. The free ends were 

wrapped around the main tube. The free ends were joined to form another flat area on the opposite side of the 

first. The bands were soldered to the tube and trimmed. A length of .020ò brass wire was cut to span the gap 

between the bands and soldered in place.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ п - ¢ƘŜ ǇƛǇŜ ƛǎ ōǊŀŎŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ōǊŀǎǎ ǎƘƛƳ ōŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀǎǎ ǿƛǊŜΦ {ƻƭŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōƻƴŘΦ  
¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ Ŭƴŀƭ ǘǊƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

 

To finish off the new piping, another 90-degree bend was formed to direct the water down using the same 

method as the first bend. Heat-shrink tubing again formed the cast elbow. Finally, small NBW heads were 

cut off and held in place on the brass bands with a drop of ACC to simulate the hardware needed to secure 

the angle brace. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ р - ¢ƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƳŀƭƭ b.²ǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ tŜǘŜǊ .ŀǊƴŜȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

I made a new concrete platform from .040ò sheet styrene. Lines were scored to represent the cracks in the 

concrete. It was painted with the last bit of PolyS Aged Concrete in my stash. The platform was glued to the 

ground next to the Turntable Approach track. This is a better location for the crews to water their 

locomotives and not foul the yard tracks. It also just looks better! 

The wood platform was glued in position on top of the concrete. The valve wheel and shaft were reused from 

the old model. Before installing the new piping assembly, a new fill hose was needed. Gavin used the paper 

from an old tea bag to form a canvas hose. I ñborrowedò one of my wifeôs tea bags and removed the tea. The 

paper was soaked in black coffee for a few hours, then allowed to dry. A small strip of the stained paper was 

wrapped around a short length of 1/16ò brass tubing. I wetted it with some diluted white glue and carefully 

slid off to dry. It took a few tries, but I finally got it the correct shape. I cut my hose shorter than Gavinôs 

because I wanted it to hang down yet clear the locomotive tenders. 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - 9ƴƎƛƴŜ bƻ п ǎǘƻǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŎŀƴǾŀǎ ƘƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘŜŀ ōŀƎΤ ŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭŜǊ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǿŀȅΗ 

 

You never know where ideas will come from. Although Gavin Beaumont lives half a world away, his clinic 
taught me new methods and motivated me to fix a problem that had bothered me for years! Thanks for the 

photos and the inspiration, Gavin! Now, itôs Back to the Bench to work on my next project. 
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    Mystic Texaco Station    By Gene Mangum 

 

All towns need a Service Station; Mystic is no exception. First a little background. My wife, Ritaôs Dad 

worked for Texaco for over 40 years, retiring in the early 1980ôs. So, the choice of petroleum product 

providers was very simpleéTexaco. Well, not completely simple; one of my best childhood friendsô Dad 

owned a Gulf station and later a Conoco station in Kerrville. But, family prevails. One other thing, my Dad 

worked for the Kerrville Bus Company for many years as a cross-country Bus Driver. So, the Mystic Texaco 

Station also serves as the ñlocal bus stationò for the town of Mystic. This is not atypical in small towns in 

Texaséas a matter of fact, the Kerrville Bus Company used a service station as a ñdepotò in Comfort, TX.  

 

The Mystic Texaco station is located at the Northeast corner of Travis and Bowie streets directly across the 

street from the Triangle Caf®. Handy for bus passengers. Notice that a bus is parked next to the station. 

Figure 1 shows an overview of the completed Mystic Texaco Station scene. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǝŎ ¢ŜȄŀŎƻ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 

My Mystic Branch Railroad is set in the late 1970s early 1980s time frame, so I searched the internet for 

stations that would be in business in this time period. I found some excellent photographs on the internet of 

Texaco stations that fit this time period as well. Figure 2 shows a photograph that I found on the internet of a 

classic Texaco service station. Note the red stars on the white background, the green band around the 

building, and the green curbing and pump island.  
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    Mystic Texaco Station    By Gene Mangum 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ¢ŜȄŀŎƻ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 

So, I was ready to proceed. As a basis for the station I used Walthers kit # 933-3072, Alôs Victory Service as 

it fit the time period and general configuration of a small town service station quite well. Figure 3 on the 

following page shows the completed and detailed station building. I did not paint the building sides as the 

white plastic simulates the enameled siding used on these types of structures quite well. Using a gloss green 

enamel I painted the stripe around the building after carefully masking the area. (OK, I didnôt do the ñpin-

stripingò effect; I couldnôt find any fine enough material.) Then using a flat green enamel paint of the same 

shade I painted the curb area and the fuel pump islands. The red stars were a challenge. I finally found some 

of the right size at Michaels in the teacher supply area. The building roof was streaked with an acrylic wash. 

The gutter on the back of the shop and office roofs was painted an aluminum color as was the shop vent. As 

usual, I created the large TEXACO sign on my computer,  printed it on bond paper, backed it with double 

sided tape, brushed clear gloss acrylic on the surface, and mounted it on a piece of 0.040 styrene. The air 

conditioner is from Campbell; the bathroom vent is a piece of styrene rod.  

The gas pumps and other service station paraphernalia are from JL Innovative Design kit #950. The office 

interior is painted and detailed. The shop area is detailed as well with a large work bench, a tire rack, air 

compressor, and a motor oil dispenser. Under car servicing is done via a pit instead of a lift. The two gas 

pumps on the island in front of the building are for premium leaded gasoline, Texaco Sky Chief and regular 

leaded gasoline, Texaco Fire Chief. The two pumps on the island on the side of the building are for the newly 

needed unleaded regular gasoline and diesel fuel. The figures are from various manufacturers as well as the 

trash cans, soda machine, and bench. The bench is primarily used by waiting bus passengers. The vintage 

Thunderbird is from Oxford and the Greyhound bus is from CMW Holdings, LTD. 



 9 The Derail ð July 2021 

    Mystic Texaco Station    By Gene Mangum 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

The Service Station lot is made from laminated styrene. The lot itself is 0.020 styrene, scribed to represent 

expansion joints. The curbed areas are also 0.020 styrene cut to shape and laminated to the base lot. The lot 

and curbs are painted an aged concrete color using acrylic Model Master Aged Concrete Flat #4875. The 

large Texaco sign on the corner of the lot is made using the sign from the Walthers kit with a Texaco emblem 

from JL Innovative Designs. The gas price stanchions are from the Walthers kit. The fuel prices were, as 

usual, created and printed using the computer and mounted to the stanchions in the regular way. The fuel 

prices for regular Fire Chief and premium Sky Chief leaded gasoline were taken from the internet and 

represent fuel prices sometime in the late 1970s. (I am not sure of the year). The underground fuel storage 

tank fillers are from Blair Lines. The road and guide signs are from Blair lines mounted on styrene rods. 

Figure 4 below shows the lot details. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ п - aȅǎǝŎ ¢ŜȄŀŎƻ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ [ƻǘ 

Well, thatôs it for this month. See you next month with a new topic. 
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 Realistic Operations on your Model Railroad 44      By Al Partlow 

 

In this edition of our series, we will be taking a look at ñThe Freight House Jobò, which is one of 

several operator assignments on my layout.  While my freight house and adjoining auto dock and 

various team tracks are part of a larger model railroad and operating scheme, this area could also lend 

itself well to a smaller switching layout or other smaller size layout space. 

Regardless, of the layout space available, none of us have room for a full-scale large freight house on 

our layout.  ñSelective compressionò is definitely the name of the game in modeling this type of railroad 

operation.  The Texas & New Orleans prototype Houston Freight House consisted of eight tracks with a 

capacity of 108 forty-foot boxcars.  My freight house has four tracks with a capacity of sixteen cars, still 

large by modeling standards.  I did have the space to include three team tracks for unloading perishable 

shipments, plus another team track and two storage tracks.  In addition, an auto dock that includes three 

tracks is located adjacent to the freight house facility.  There is also a single industrial warehouse off 

one of the lead tracks.  

The prototype had several switch engines and crews assigned to the facility, pretty much around the 

clock.  Keeping the facility supplied with both loaded and empty cars for loading was a never ending 

process.  While I typically assign one operator to the freight house, the switching work could keep two 

people busy, one handling the switch list and the other running the engine.   

The one design element that is most critical for this type of facility is that switch crews must be able to 

pull or reset cars from any house track without having to move cars on another track.  With the proper 

layout of storage tracks and ladders in the facility, this is relatively easy to do.  The team tracks are also 

configured so that they are totally independent of the house tracks and switching cars on those tracks 

does not interfere with freight house operations. 

Letôs take a look at a typical day at the complex and see just how switch crews handle the work 

throughout a twenty-four hour period.   

To begin the session, an inbound cut of cars from staging arrives on the main track adjacent to the 

freight house area.  Working from a ñswitch listò, the crew then places the cars on storage tracks, 

grouped for the various areas where they will be ñspottedò.  Cars for the two ñoutboundò freight house 

tracks must be lined up by specific door numbers, so as to allow for proper loading of the cars.  On the 

prototype, this involves Car Service Rules, which as modelers we do not have to be concerned with on 

our layouts. 

Cars for the auto dock and team tracks for perishables can be spotted and empties pulled without 

interfering with actual freight house operations. Other team tracks and industry tracks can also be 

switched independently from the freight house trackage. 

Loads for the freight house ñinbound tracksò are then spotted and empties pulled and moved to storage 

tracks.  Based on clerical personnel information from the Car Service Rules, empty cars are then lined 

up in ñdoor orderò for the ñoutbound tracksò when loads are pulled and empties spotted.  The reason the 

outbound cars must be lined up in ñblocksò for specific outbound trains, is to minimize switching time 

when the cars arrive at the nearest classification yard and placed on trains.  Typically, inbound loads are 

spotted during the overnight period and outbound loads pulled around 6:00 PM.  This gives freight 

house workers the opportunity to handle the freight shipments received during the day from local 

shippers for outbound rail movement and get inbound rail shipments delivered to local customers. 
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 Realistic Operations on your Model Railroad 44      By Al Partlow 

 

There are also outbound LCL cars that move in ñlocal serviceò and those cars also have to be loaded 

and delivered to the nearest classification yard for movement on various T&NO local freight trains.  

Usually, these ópeddler carsò were placed near the caboose so they could be unloaded at the depot while 

the train crew switched other industries in town. 

Once the ñevening pullò is made, the outbound cars are on their way to Englewood Yard (staging) for 

placement on departing manifest trains and destinations throughout the country.   

If you do not have space for a large freight house, you can always model a smaller one with one or two 

tracks that handle just a few cars at a time.  This still creates additional switching opportunities and 

increased operating possibilities on your railroad.  

 

Overall view of Auto Dock, Freight House, and Team Tracks 

Auto Dock with switch engine pulling cars 
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   Derail Archives July 2008          Submitted by Richard Louvet 

  

Extreme Railfanning ð California Style  
By Gordon Bliss 

It started with an e-mail from the informative Tom Cobb that the former Santa Fe steam 

locomotive #3751 was going to make a trip from Los Angeles to San Diego and back in early 

June. With that information and a quick check of plane fares and a call to my steam buddy 

Jason Smith the trip was sealed. 

We flew out on Friday evening right after work and arrived at Los Angeles about 

9:30pm a quick shuttle to Hertz to pick up a car, now I had heard that Hertz was renting 

Shelby Mustangs again and since we were in California a convertible would be a must! 

Since Saturday would be our rail fan day and the steam trip on Sunday, we jumped on I-

10 east (sounds familiar) and headed out towards San Bernardino. After driving over the West 

Colton former SP yard overpasses and checking out the sights we located a hotel at 11:30pm 

and called it a day. 

Starting our busy day, we took in the hotels continental breakfast and hit the road at 

6:30am, driving over to the depot in San Bernardino (now fully restored) there is a large 

Metrolink yard. Turning north we drove over the Mount Vernon overpass that crosses over the 

yard, the only thing left of the massive shops that once stood here is a single large smokestack 

that still has Santa Fe on it. A flyover bridge crosses over the connection between the ñAò and 

ñBò yard here and an intermodal yard now sits where the shops were. 

Continuing up north on historic Route 66 we pick up the mainline to Cajon Pass. Here 

the track is in perfect shape with lots of new style signal bridges, we pick up our first train 

working in of the many industrial complexes here. Just before we reach Devore there is a large 

Cargill grain elevator with its own switcher (possible a GP7 the torpedo tubes?) and we catch 

our next train on the UP tacks heading uphill very slowly. We jump on the freeway and exit the 

first chance back onto route 66 and cruise into the canyon. I am amazed on how green it is for 

this time of the year, when I was here in 2002 the canyon had a massive wildfire, and 

everything was black. 

Up thru Blue cut we are now between the tracks and the freeway we catch the tail of our 

next train heading uphill thru Cajon station, we speed up to get a picture and catch a downhill 

train at the same time. All thru the lower canyon BNSF is adding a third track, the bridges are 

done and most the dirt work is finished, but the track is not completed yet. Turning up hwy 

138 we head to Summit, this is a fun, curving road and the Shelby makes quick work of it. At 

the top the third track is complete and in service, the tunnels at Alray are gone, we watch the 

uphill train roll thru and chase it on into Hesperia. 
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 A few miles north and we snap a picture of the flyover at Frost and drive into Victorville 

where we see some white-water tank cars on the siding and a green BN caboose in the small 

yard all from the Amtrak platforms. Heading north we inspect the cement plants at Victorville 

and in Ore Grande, with no other trains in sight we zip into Barstow. BNSF has a large 

classification yard here and is best viewed from the side of the mountain; here you can watch 

the throat of the new yard with several switchers drilling cars at the same time. On the other 

side of the mountain is the old yard with the restored Harvey House ñCasa De Diesertioò that 

houses a Route 66 museum and several railroad pieces outside. 

At only 9:30 am since Jason had never been to ñthe loop ñwe decided to head that 

direction, as we filled up in Barstow, I saw an ATSF red caboose, but across the street was a 

restored drover caboose! Enroute to Tehachapi we saw a short train of all coil cars with 3 

engines in the front and 2 in the rear, as we got closer, we passed 2 westbound trains running 

slow. We passed the loop and went to Caliente and saw a train moving uphill around the horse 

curve, we hear a horn, so we drove back up the hill to the road crossing at Bealville and saw a 

UP train traveling uphill. As the tail passes us you can catch the locomotives coming out of 

tunnel #5 at Cliff on the other set of hills. Now that we know we have trains we head to the 

loop. 

As we exit the freeway and head up 58, we see another downhill train passing under the 

freeway, continuing up to the markers we park and see another downhill on the loop. We see a 

friendly group of rail fans and walk over to get a better vantage point and catch our first uphill 

train; afterwards, the group offers Jason and me hotdogs and soft drinks. Another group at the 

top of the hill could see both sides, one of the loops and the other of the track coming out of 

tunnel #10 and curving to tunnel #11. 

After a couple more trains we headed back to Los Angeles to catch some other sights. 

First was a hobby shop in North Hollywood, but we could not believe when a fight started right 

in front of us at the counter (only in California!). Next, we stopped at Travel town in Griffith 

Park and peeked in at the Los Angeles live steamers that were already closed but a few were 

still running around. Now at 6:00pm we went to the Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal to 

take some pictures and take in the scene, and just in time for the departure of the eastbound 

Southwest Chief. As we were leaving Jason saw a private car just past the Metrolink ramp, we 

drove down to it and found 10 private cars parked on 3 house tracks. 

Next, we wanted to find #3751 so we drove south on Santa Fe St. and turn to go over a 

bridge of the Los Angeles River and on the west side UP tracks we saw UP heritage Southern 

Pacific unit painted in Daylight colors! At Redondo Junction we saw a Milwaukee Road 

passenger car undergoing restoration but no steam engine. Trying to find another vantage point 

we parked near the tracks east of the tower when Jason motioned me to move the car to the 

other side of the tracks, as I did, I saw a UP train eastbound thru the junction. Snapping pictures 

of this train I spotted another train with NS units paralleling the UP train, then a BNSF empty 
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   Derail Archives July 2008          Submitted by Richard Louvet 

 intermodal started moving to the trench. I commented to Jason on our fortune having 3 trains at 

once, I said ñall we need now is a train on the flyoverò we turned around and a short Metro link 

train rolled over at that moment, FOUR trains at once! 

Driving north we crossed the next bridge over Amtrakôs fueling racks, and Jason spotted 

STEAM, I dropped him off on top of the bridge with both of our cameras to take some pictures. 

I proceeded across the bridge and parked in a spot just off the end trying to get a better view of 

#3751. My cell phone rings, and Jason said get up here quick; I look with the binoculars and see 

Jason surrounded by 4 to 5 kids! I quickly drove to Jason on the bridge, two kids ran off and the 

others just walked off while one proceeded to spray paint the bridge! After that excitement we 

drove under the bridge and took some more pictures, the Amtrak employees were very nice and 

did not run us off. 

I started taking some time exposures and Jason was talking to the crew the next thing I 

know Jason is up in the cab of the locomotive! To hear Jason, tell his side of the story he 

offered the engineer some money, he said if you want to ride that bad, he said ñcome onò! 

Needless to say, you could not deal with Jason the rest of the trip (or still). 

Heading to the hotel room at 11:30pm made for one long day, but the steam trip was on 

Sunday. We arrived at LAUPT at 6:00am for the departure of #3751 and the place was packed, 

we left late due to no one told Fort Worth dispatchers that there was a steam train running. One 

car host said that this trip was 3 years in the making and you have to run on BNSF tracks to get 

to Fullerton (our first stop) then on to Metrolink trackage. A second stop for passengers in 

Irvine then a water/lube stop in Carlsbad Poinsettia and a photo run by. We arrived in San 

Diego and watch the locomotive break off and run around the train, they took the engines 11 

miles to Miramar wye to turn around and come back. The train departed very late from San 

Diego, and we made another water/lube stop around Oceanside and it got dark shortly 

thereafter. The timing must have been just right so we could watch the firework show at 

Disneyland in Anaheim and arrived in LAPUT at 10:00pm. After such a great day we headed to 

a hotel near Long Beach and hit the sack at about midnight. 

Another early wakeup call at 7:00am and started rail fanning at the trench that runs from 

Redondo Jct to the port of Long Beach. Well Jasonôs luck may have run out, as I was snapping 

some pictures at the trench, Jason jumps out of the car and runs to the wall to get a picture and 

jumps over the first rail but the second caught him and he bodysurfed down the granite ballast 

(OUCH). After a trip to CVS for medical supplies we continued to rail fan around the port area 

and saw a Pacific Harbor Belt locomotive painted in Santa Fe Zebra stripes. A few more 

pictures and a trip to Venice beach and then on to the airport, when we checked in, we were told 

our plane was an hour late, we had a 7:44pm arrival time, Jason a Union Pacific fan noted that 

would make it 8:44pm and that is the number of UP steam locomotive! 

This was one EXTREME rail fan trip!  
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  Comanche and Indian Gap RR Expanded           By Peter Bryan 

Bill Wright did a great job in Juneôs meeting of San Jac Club. Since the program was on the Comanche and 
Indian Gap RR and since I seem to have an intimate knowledge of the railroad (since 1987), I thought I would 
add a couple of points to Bill's clinic. 
 
1) The grades on the CIG range from 0% to 3%. The longest and steepest grade is from Lehnis to Zuni of 
about 2%. There is also a section of 500 feet at 3%. 
 
2) The entire railroad has been upgraded with plastic ties and steel rail on the outside curves. Fortunately, 
there is a cadre of workers that live within 2 hours that work on the railroad every month or so. The next job 
will to rebuild West Yard and then Comanche Yard and lastly the HEWT. 
 
3) Safety chains were added as a requirement this year at 25th annual Spring Fling. Many Live Steam 
railroads around the country are adding this requirement (except Maricopa LS in AZ-It is flat as a pancake!!) 
 
4) The CIG logo shown on red boxcar was drawn and designed by Marilyn Pickard. She was a very good 
artist. But Bill did not give himself credit as he had 300 reefers made and sold to HO'ers around country. Bill 
donated all proceeds to Friends of CIG. Also George Hollwedel of Austin did the same for N scale cars. 
 
5) The town and industry signs were made by Harry Simpson of Dallas back in 2000s. 
 
6) The railroad was started in 1973 with treated wood ties (don't ask what they were treated with!) and roofing 
nails. To this day there are still places on the railroad with the original ties and nails still in place!! 
 
7) The crossing gate with the STOP sign was made and installed by Randall Wilson. You have to ask either 
the dispatcher or Yard Master at West Yard to cross by any HEWT train. 
 
8) The West yard office was actually transported from Temple TX . It originally was on the property of CT 
Sumrall. The crew to rebuild over 2 days was led by Gil Freitag and helped by Rick White, Fred Springer, CT 
Sumrall, and me. 
 
9) The tunnel through Helper Cut was built by Jerry Hoverson of Dallas. The wood cribbing through Helper 
Cut was designed and built by Richard Day of Richardson, TX over 3 work sessions with the help of as many 
as 12 guys. 
 
10) There are 3 other Live Steam railroads in the US that have a town name of Tlaquepaque!! 
 
11)  We have had as many as 107 attendees for the Spring Fling. Attendees include people from 32 states. 
(From California to Vancouver, BC to Minnesota. to Pennsylvania to Florida and all states between.) 
 
12)  The railroad is  located outside Priddy, TX  on FM 218. 
 
If you have an interest in operations or just seeing what a world class outdoor railroad looks like, send me 
your email address and I  will make sure you get an invite to the Spring Fling and Fall Invitational 
meets. peterb@pdq.net  

First look of Amtrak's NEW Long Distance locomotive to replace the aging P-40 
& P-42 Genesis series of locomotives.  
 
Video by: Mike Armstrong YouTube channel (Be sure to Like and Subscribe to 
receive construction progress of the NEW CHARGER Amtrak Locomotives.) 

      Bonus Video                Submitted by Chris Tolley 

mailto:peterb@pdq.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHMCbgrzSkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHMCbgrzSkU
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   Model Railroad Club Train Show  By JayC Williams 

 

 

2021 TULSA UNION CONVENTION 

October 6-10, 2021 

 
The convention has the highball! 

Check out the website for recent updates!  

 and 

Early Registration rates extended through August 1st   

Sign up now! 

 

 

http://www.2021tulsaunion.com/ 
 

The 2021 Tulsa Union Convention is the joint production of the Indian Nations 
Division, Mid-continent and Lone Star Regions, NMRA. 

http://www.2021tulsaunion.com/
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy July Birthdays! 

Barry Bogs MMR Laurie Lind 

Mark Couvillion 

Celebrating her birthday 
Barry Bogs, MMR, with wife Janet and 

son Blake at Promontory Point, Utah 

Mark at the Hogg Middle School      
Train Show Spring 2021 

Jim Hinds 

Howdy from Yosemite 

Kelly Russell 

A birthday cake for another birthday 

Gene Mangum 

Gene and Rita chilling at home. Gene will 
be celebrating his 80th birthday in July.  
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Other Celebrations! 

Happy Anniversary to Gil and Virginia Freitag! 

Welcome Back, In-Person Meetings! 

Gil and Virginia at their granddaughterôs wedding 

While there is still an online option in our hybrid meetings, itôs nice to be back in-person! 

NOTE: Please submit your August birthdays, anniversaries, and celebrations to d.gatohogno@gmail.com to share 
these milestones with your San Jac family. Deadline is the 9th to be included in the next Derail edition. 


