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On Wednesday night, we learned that flights to and from Europe will be canceled for the 
next 30 days. We learned that the large sports leagues are going to suspend their seasons. 
We learned that Tom Hanks and Rita Wilson have contracted the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
And the news of more cases, public restrictions and event shutdowns will continue to 
increase at a rapid pace until the virus cases peak, possibly in 4-6 weeks. It’s impossible to 
deny the seriousness of what we are dealing with and for the first time in recent memory, the 
world is blanketed in fear. 
 
On Thursday, the Mayor unprecedentedly canceled the rodeo and other major events in 
Houston. 
 
On Friday afternoon, as more and more events are reported to be canceled, the president 
declared national emergency over Coronavirus and assured us that a joint federal and 
private sector initiative to increase the availability of testing. 
 
A significant number of our members are in the age range where we need to avoid group 
gatherings, even moderate ones like our meetings, therefore we should consider holding off 
on club meetings until we have a better handle on the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
As a result, for the safety of our members and their families, and to comply with the now 
county-wide ‘Stay Home, Work Safe’ order, we will cancel April's meeting and then 
continue to reassess our status for the upcoming months.  
 
Please continue to monitor the news for updates on this serious ever-evolving situation. 
 

Kelly 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 

The Derail — April 2020 

APRIL Meeting Cancelled! 

 

Due to CoronaVirus and quarantines, 

the April Meeting is cancelled.   
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Youth Award Winner Asher Murray  
 

NMRA member Donald Hand, and the Houston S Gaugers club, enthusiastically nominated Asher Murray for 

the annual LSR Youth Award.  Asher, the grandson of HSG member Fred “Rusty” Paulus, began his journey 

toward the Achievement Program at age 4, when he tagged along with his granddad to Houston area train 

shows at which the Houston S Gaugers set-up and ran their modular layout. 

Soon, Asher was learning to run granddad’s trains; and Asher then corralled some of granddad’s older, less-

detailed, cars and assembled his own highly imaginative consists.  From that beginning, Asher has developed 

skills essential to modular set-up and take-down; starting as the “legs collecting” person, in time also 

becoming the “tree planting” person, and now is an assistant to our “DCC guru”.  As an example, at one area 

train show a vendor sought out granddad, to tell him how amazed he was to see a youngster willingly pitching 

in to perform member-level tasks. 

Today, at age 12, Asher is a fully qualified operator, focused on the skills by which operators share space on 

mainline tracks, cycling trains in both directions.  He has been especially helpful among youngsters visiting 

our layout; introducing them to the concepts on which model railroading is built, and that “Model Railroading 

is fun”! 

Although he started with his granddad’s S scale, Asher has become a full-fledged HO modeler in his own 

right; assembling a collection of rolling stock, and building a bedroom layout by himself, to share with friends 

and his younger sister.  He has also built well-conceived and convincing models using Lego-brick 

components.  

We sincerely believe that the nomination of Asher Murray reflects the spirit of the annual LSR Youth Award.  

His enthusiasm for the hobby, capacity to learn and grow, and outreach to other youth, are the hallmarks that 

distinguish Asher Murray as a candidate for the 2020 Youth Award. 

  LSR 2020 Youth Award Division 8      Submitted By Jim Lemmond 

Ray Byer and Asher Murray 
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Figure 1 – The completed model of the steamer SALICIA at the Dock 

 

I’ve received some good natured ribbing in the past few years for entering my lumber schooner – 

DOROTHY GLYNN – in the model contest at the LSR convention back in 2018. “Who would bring a ship 

to a model railroad contest!” The model won Best in Show, a real shock to me! Fortunately, model 

railroaders are an understanding lot! 

I wrote this article with a little bit of trepidation. Yes. I built another boat. Before you skip to the next article, 

understand why I built the steamer SALICIA. 

In the 1800s and into the 1900s, transportation in sparsely populated areas was limited. Not all towns had rail 

service and wagon roads were primitive two tracks. Coastal towns in Maine could take advantage of the 

passenger steamers plying the waters, carrying people and light freight. These steamers did not venture too 

far out into the open waters but tended to hug the coast where they could duck into a cove or harbor at the 

first sign of bad weather. 

The town of Wiscasset I model was served by steamers from the Maine Coast Navigation Company. A 

search on the internet turned up a copy of an 1890s poster on Google. The poster included a sketch of the 

steamship SALICIA and information stating it connected with the narrow gauge in Wiscasset. The following 

is some of the information from that poster. 

“New and Fast Steamer SALICIA During the Summer Season,” 

“Will leave Franklin Wharf, Portland, daily, except Sunday, at 7:00 A.M. … arriving at Wiscasset about 

11:45 A. M. Connecting … at Wiscasset for all stations on the Wiscasset & Quebec R.R.” 

“Returning leave Wiscasset at 12:15 P.M.” 

  Home Stretch — What, Another Boat?         By Pete Leach MMR 
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The W&Q RR was the predecessor of the Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway. Adding a steamer to 

the wharf on the layout would provide an additional spot for a combine or coach. The passengers use the 

unique Pier Station to wait for transfer between the steamer and the narrow gauge. It’s important to find 

opportunities such as this to enhance operations on small layouts.  

 A long search of the internet turned up no plans or close-up images of the SALICIA. I decided to make my 

own drawing based on the sketch on the poster. A kit of the SABINO purchased from Deerfield River Laser 

helped visualize the shape and layout of these steamers. The resin hull casting from the kit was used as a 

pattern for the general shape, but I enlarged it to fit the space along the wharf. Using the smaller SABINO 

helped me understand the layout of these coastal vessels.  

The waterline hull for the SALICIA was constructed using the same techniques used to build the schooner 

mentioned above. The method is called plank-on-bulkhead. The visible decks were covered with individual 

pre-stained strip wood. The cabin walls are built from various types of wood cut to fit. The vessel was 

painted white using latex house primer. 

Figure 2 – The waterline hull is planked, and the lower deck is being installed using individual strips of pre-stained wood. 

 

Adding details was part of the fun, especially since I wasn’t sure what was needed. The SABINO kit has few 

details so that was little help. There were several photos of similar models built by Peter Barny and others 

posted on the internet that were a great help. A lot of common sense was used to determine “best practices.” 

The lower fore deck has a large air vent casting from Model Shipways, an anchor from the parts bin, chains 

from A-Line, and heavy thread for coiled line. Two life preservers from Train Troll were painted and lettered 

with Microscale individual letter decals – “SALICIA” and “MCNC”, the initials for Maine Coast Navigation 

Company. The pennant on the bow was hand painted on a scrap from an old cotton pillowcase. 

  Home Stretch — What, Another Boat?         By Pete Leach MMR 
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Figure 3 – A view of the bow show the details on the fore decks. Note the running lights on the roof. The pennant was painted on a piece of an 
old cotton pillowcase. The US flag on the stern is an image copied from the internet. 

The upper level has the pilot house, or bridge. The captain is a painted O Scale figure and stands at the helm. 

There are charts and a ships log fashioned from scraps of wood and paper. A bridge telegraph (that thing that 

looks like a wheel that tells the engine room what speed, etc.) was built from wood and brass wire. A brass 

rod was used to fashion a speaking tube. The ship’s wheel is a metal casting from Model Shipways. 

Vessels at sea are required to display running lights as navigation aids to others. The pilot house roof has a 

set of running lights: red on the port, green on the starboard side, and clear white facing forward. Another 

clear white light is mounted on the stern facing aft. These were made from clear plastic rod painted red and 

green or left clear, then trimmed with Grimy Black. Strip wood painted white directs the light in the required 

direction. A large spotlight from Train Troll helps the crew unload at night. There are 2 scratch-built ladders 

to give access to the roof. These were made from strip wood with wire rungs. There are a couple of 

commercial casting lifeboats from Blue Jacket covered with the same scrap piece from an old cotton 

pillowcase. 

Figure 4 – The Pilot House is under construction. The interior has a painted figure of a captain with the tools needed to run the vessel: charts and 
log, a ship’s telegraph, and a speaking tube. Wood sheathing will cover the exterior. 

  Home Stretch — What, Another Boat?         By Pete Leach MMR 
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The after lower deck contains a scratch built wooden chest under some stairs to the upper level. The stairs 

were made from a leftover kit from long ago. There are some barrels and crates from the parts bin waiting to 

be unloaded.  

On the after upper deck, a 3D printed bench from Aspen Models gives passengers a chance to sit outside out 

of the wind. Another life preserver is handy in case someone falls overboard. 

The railings on the upper deck are wood rod with holes drilled for the heavy thread. A strip wood cap 

completes this important safety feature for the passengers and crew. 

Figure 5 - Details on the after decks include freight in barrels and crates. Note the rust stains caused by water draining from the scuppers show a 
well-used vessel. The lettering on the stern was printed on clear decal paper using a home inkjet printer. 

Trying new techniques when building a model provides a challenge that helps me learn new skills. This 

model needed the name SALICIA in several places. Adding individual letters as done on the life preservers 

was going to be too tedious. Developing and printing custom lettering using clear decal film seemed the best 

option. Using Microsoft’s Word program on a computer, the ships name and home port were created in 

several font sizes. Some additional graphics for future projects were added to fill up the 8-1/2 X 11 decal 

sheet.  

When it came time to print, I noticed the instructions for the Microscale decal paper stated it was for use on 

laser jet only. But I my home printer is an inkjet. Well, I have never been good at following directions! So, I 

plunged ahead! When the printer was finished, the decals came out clear but wet.  They were set aside to air 

dry for 3 or 4 days. Then several light coats of a clear sealer were applied from a rattle can. To install the 

decals, they were cut and soaked in clean water. Concern the ink would run were soon dispelled. They easily 

floated off the paper backing and were applied using the Microscale setting solutions. Although the results 

were great, I may try reading the directions before plunging ahead! 

  Home Stretch — What, Another Boat?         By Pete Leach MMR 
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Figure 6 - View of the SALICIA across the stern of the schooner DOROTHY GLYNN. The Pier Station has an orange flag to help ships determine 
wind direct as they come into dock. This station was featured in the Nov-Dec 2020 NARROW GAUGE and SHORTLINE GAZETTE. 

Adding this steamer completes the scene on the Railroad Wharf. Having another car spot for the Combine 

improves the operations on the layout. All this has been quite an adventure on my journey down the Home 
Stretch. 

  Home Stretch — What, Another Boat?         By Pete Leach MMR 

     Mark’s Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

Occupancy Detection and Signaling 
 

Occupancy detection is useful for both knowing where rolling stock is on the railroad and for 
operating the signal system.  The control blocks (power districts) must be subdivided further to 
enable identification of whether the section of track is “occupied” or “not occupied” by rolling stock.  
Power fed to each section of subdivided track passes through a sensing circuit that measures the 
current between the two rails of the section.  With no piece of rolling stock on any track in the 
section, there is no current flow, indicating a clear section of track.  Engines and cars picking up track 
power for lights and other internal accessories indicate a minimal current draw that will show the 
track section occupied.  Regular freight cars that do not normally draw current must be fitted with a 
resistive wheel set (essentially a 1000 ohm resistor between the insulated wheels of a metal wheel 
set).  Only one wheel set (axle) of each railcar is required to have the resistor installed.  Boundaries of 
the subdivided sections, and the electronics required to indicate occupancy, must be determined by 
the signal indications required to be displayed.  As mentioned earlier, it is much easier to install the 
insulated boundaries while the track is being laid than to try to install all of the breaks in the rail and 
buses later. 

One useful feature I have seen on a signaled railroad is the indication of a mainline switch as an 
individual block for the expressed purpose of preventing a fouled switch.  The switch itself and 
enough track to hold an engine on each of the three legs of the turnout, are wired as a single block.  In 
the event that an engine over-runs the block boundary, the switch is shown as “fouled” and will show 
a STOP indication on trackside signals.  The block limit on the siding is back from the edge of the 
switch.  It seems to be a very effective and clever way to prevent side-swiping motive power when 
having a meet on a single-track main. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

I have approximately 50 hours into the construction of this model. 

• The base is a piece of oak flooring with a hole cut out for a 9-volt battery and an on/off switch. This gives 

the model a strong base and allows it to be picked up by the corners to be viewed. 

Exterior Details 

• Newspaper machine made from wood blocks painted blue with styrene glass front. 

• Propane tank is constructed from a wood dowel cut to length and ends rounded in a drill press. 

• Ice box was constructed from a photo online glued to a block of wood. The two doors were cut from card 

stock. 

• Electric panel/meter were made from blocks of wood and paper clips for conduit. The meter glass is from 

a plastic case latch. 

• Red and white oil barrel, two rusty trash barrels, shovel, and trash can on deck. 

• Cardboard boxes are made from paper bags and some are wrapped around blocks of wood. 

• There are 6 people. Lazy guy on the dock with boss yelling at him; employee not sure about going up the 

stairs; couple on a bench; and a cop checking out the town. 

• I cut pieces of wood strips and glued then to the stair treads and deck. 

• 4 gooseneck lights. 

• Multiple roof vents made from brass tubing. 

• Turbine vents made with beads on a wood dowel. 

• Three roof vent castings are from my scrap box. 

• Round roof vent is a wood plug used to hide a screw hole. 

• Added rafters and rafter tails. 

• The tar paper roof is 3-foot strips of black construction paper overlapped 6 inches. I ran a bead of glue 

along the seams to look like tar. 

• The shingled roof is from Bar Mills, weathered gray shake-style. 

• Signs were made in Paintbrush and glued to the siding. I ran my fingernail over the signs to create the 

appearance that the signs were painted on. 

First Floor Interior Details 

• 5 pool tables made from green construction paper glued to card stock. 2 x 6 was glued around the edges 

and holes drilled for the pockets then set on a wood block base. 

• Bar is made from a block of wood. 

     Slick Willie’s Billiards           By Scott Parker 
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• I used a checkerboard paper pattern for the flooring. 

• I used a wainscot paper pattern for the walls. 

• The pictures on the walls were from the Internet. 

• The pool cues were made from wire and painted. 

• 5 People. 

• 5 LED lights. 

Second Flood Interior Details 

• 4 pool tables. 

• 4 people. 

• I used a herringbone paper pattern for the flooring. 

• 4 LED lights. 

• Pictures on the walls from the Internet, including Dogs 

Playing Poker. 

Third Floor Interior Details 

• Man on couch watching TV 

• Table 

• Kitchenette 

• Wood stove 

• LED light 

• Ceiling Fan 

 

     Slick Willie’s Billiards           By Scott Parker 
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  Derail Archives September 2011         Submitted by Richard Louvet 

Free Model RR Magazines - on your Computer 

Steve Sandifer 

Quality model railroad magazines are always welcome at the Sandifer house. I typically read a magazine pretty 
thoroughly and then cut out the articles I think are worth keeping and throw the rest away. Then I file the article in my 4-
drawer filing cabinet for future reference.  

I also have another filing cabinet – my computer hard drive. There are 6 free on-line magazines that I regularly read and 
file away for future reference.  Many of you may read these as well, but hopefully at least one of these will be new to you.  

Model Railroad Hobbyist is the latest and most ambitious project to hit the model wire in years. http://model-railroad-
hobbyist.com/. It is a first quality magazine averaging 20 mega-bites in download. It utilizes the medium to the max by 
linking manufacturers websites and special videos to the articles. Many of those links are available in multiple qualities 
(and download sizes). If you did not make the National Train show, you can find numerous videos on their website. This 
year the Hobbyist became a monthly publication, so once you sign up you will be notified when the next issue is available. 
The current issue includes a fascinating article and video on Nick Muff’s Kansas City Southern layout, complete with 
prototype (yes 1:1) F unit cab. I printed out an article on weathering scrap metal gons to put in my files. Vic Roseman has 
an article on a variety of ways to model rivets with an emphasis on the Archer transfer. If you don’t read MRH – you 
should.  

The others are railway historical society magazines which are published quarterly. The B&O Society produces the B & O 
Modeler Magazine. http://borhs.org/ModelerMag/index.html. These 3-5 meg downloads produce a 26-page magazine 
focused on prototypes and models of the B&O. Other than Cliff Cheese-man, I don’t know of a modeler in our club who 
focuses on the B&O, but their mail cars and freight cars ran on the Santa Fe, so I look for interesting articles. Some of the 
kit bashing and construction articles fit anyone’s modeling.  

The Chicago and Northwestern Historical Society Modeler is a similar publication. https://www.cnwhs.org/
CNWHS_Modeler.htm. The last one ran 28 pages and was a 3-meg download. There was an interesting article in a recent 
issue on scratch-building a Sn3 C&NW boxcar. It caught my broadminded eye because I saw the prototype a couple of 
years ago at North Freedom, Wisconsin.  

The last edition of the Keystone Modeler ran 12 megs, but that is considerably larger than usual. http://www.prrths.com/
newprr_files/newPRRKeystoneModeler.htm. The size depends to great extent on the number of photos and whether they 
are color or black and white. The Pennsy Society does a great job with this – I have 63 issues on my hard drive. The latest 
issue shows prize winners from their annual convention, a wonderful ore boat and dock, and a neat scratch-built welding 
shop that would look good on any layout.  

The Seaboard Coast Line Modeler is the other publication I am aware of. http://www.aclsal.org/. I just printed out for my 
files an article on kit bashing one of their stock cars.  The last issue was 123 pages long and a sizeable 67 megs of 
download. Of course, if you don’t find anything of interest, you can always delete it.  

There is one issue that was jointly produced by the B&O, Pennsy, and Seaboard Societies that is special to the prototype 
modeler and available on all the websites. The Winter 2008 is-sue was a special 81-page production by Bill Welch on the 
wood sheathed reefers of the WFEX, FGEX, and BREX.  It is one of those “everything you ever wanted to know” issues.  

New is the New York Central Modeler. http://nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php.   The current issue is 46 pages ( megs) 
and includes a neat modeling challenge using a drop center flat and a boiler load. The article on 1950s NYC models was 
very informative to me, including the gondola loads. I even found a potential source of impossible to find NYC decals in 
that article.  

If you know of any other such sources, share them with us. If you are not a rivet counter, kindly ignore everything but the 
Model Railroad Hobbyist. I enjoy them all. Now back to those resin stock cars I am building. 

 

Editor’s Note: The Chicago Northwestern modeling newsletter just restarted. I could not find the SCL modeler. The link is for the 

ACL/SAL historical society. 

Also, time spent on the internet looking for a particular railroad historical society may be fruitful. Many have excellent magazines 

available by subscription. 

http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/
http://borhs.org/ModelerMag/index.html
https://www.cnwhs.org/CNWHS_Modeler.htm
https://www.cnwhs.org/CNWHS_Modeler.htm
http://www.prrths.com/newprr_files/newPRRKeystoneModeler.htm
http://www.prrths.com/newprr_files/newPRRKeystoneModeler.htm
http://www.aclsal.org/
http://nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php
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The Gulf NorthWestern Railroad – The Independent Years, Part One 
 

A little background here. I have been a fan of the Utah Belt Railroad since Eric Brooman invented it. What a 

cool concept I thought. A mythical railroad that actually made some sense. My model railroad concepts have 

always tried to include my hometown of Kerrville, TX. Kerrville was the terminus of a branch line from San 

Antonio. This branch was created by the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad (SA&AP) as the first 

portion of a planned route from San Antonio in a northwesterly direction to the Texas Panhandle. The line to 

Kerrville was completed in 1887, but, because of high construction costs the remaining portion of the line 

was never started.   

The SA&AP became overextended economically and went into receivership on the 1890s and the Southern 

Pacific (SP) took control of the Kerrville Branch and other holdings of the SA&AP. At the time, the SA&AP 

lines were not integrated with SP lines. In the early 1900s, the SP lost some but not all control of the SA&AP 

holdings. In the 1920s, the SP did finally acquire the SA&AP. In the 1930s, the T&NO, an SP affiliate 

considered extending the Kerrville Branch to San Angelo…but, this time, depression economics got in the 

way. The Kerrville branch was never very profitable and was essentially abandoned in 1970. So, to my 

alternate history… 

The Gulf NorthWestern Railroad…the Northwestern Line 
The SA&AP did actually 

construct the route from San 

Antonio to Corpus Christi instead 

of Aransas Pass because of the 

better deep water port facilities. 

They also constructed the branch 

to Kerrville, completing it in 

1887. The SA&AP did go into 

receivership in the 1890s…BUT, 

some shrewd business men from 

the San Antonio area got control 

of the SA&AP instead of the SP. 

They were able to sell the 

Houston Line, The Lockhart 

Branch, and the Waco Extension 

to the SP. They kept the original 

line to Corpus Christi, the Rockport and Alice Branches…and their prize, the Kerrville Branch. See Figure 1. 

It was considered critically important, because they were convinced that a direct connection to the Texas 

Panhandle was essential to the economic growth of San Antonio as well as most of South Texas. They named 

their new railroad company the Gulf NorthWestern Railroad (GNW). The new railroad company was able to 

hire (steal from the SP and other established railroads) a core of dedicated professional railroaders.  

Phase  1 ,  Extend the  Northw es tern Line  to  Junct ion,  TX  
The initial plan for the Northwestern expansion was to extend the Kerrville Branch Northwestward to 

Junction, TX. During 1894, the GNW had a route surveyed from Kerrville along the Guadalupe River to 

Ingram, TX and along the Johnson Fork Creek (a Guadalupe tributary) to Mountain Home, TX. Then the 

route called for some relatively steep grades (2% to 3%) and sharp curves (30 to 40) over the divide between 

the Guadalupe and Llano River watersheds. At this point the route went along the Johnson Fork of the Llano 

Figure 1 - Existing Kerrville Branch Line  
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River through the town of Segovia, TX to an area on the Llano River just East of Junction. From there the 

route crossed the Llano and proceeded along the North bank of the river to Junction. See Figure 2. 

Construction began on this 50 odd mile 

extension in 1895 and was completed 

in the fall of 1897. The GNW built a 

small yard in Junction, passenger and 

freight stations, and sidings for several 

local customers. They also added 

passing sidings at strategic locations as 

well as small combination passenger 

and freight stations with team tracks 

and sidings for local customers in 

Ingram, Mountain Home, and Segovia. 

The new extension was a huge 

success…lumber, produce, pecans, 

cattle, sheep and goats as well as wool 

and mohair were transported to San 

Antonio for shipment to the rest of 

Texas. Raw materials, refined 

petroleum products, and other supplies as well as livestock were shipped via San Antonio to customers all 

along the Branch. Passenger service was extended to two daily trains in each direction from San Antonio 

through Kerrville to Junction; one local that stopped at all stations and one express that only stopped in 

Kerrville and Boerne along the route. 

Phase  2 ,  Extend the  Northw es tern Line  to  San  Angelo ,  TX  
With the tremendous success of the Phase 1 extension, the GNW was encouraged to continue with the 

extension to San Angelo, TX, on the way to the Panhandle. So in 1898, the GNW began the route survey 

from Junction to San Angelo. The proposed route went 

Northward from Junction to Menard, TX and Eden, TX and 

then Northwestward thru Van Court, TX, and Wall, TX to San 

Angelo. One of the biggest Engineering challenges was getting 

out of the Llano River Valley north of Junction toward 

Menard. This called for some 2% to 3% grades and relatively 

sharp curves (30 or so). The route was then pretty straight 

through some rolling terrain to Menard crossing the divide 

between the Llano and San Saba River watersheds. The route 

then crossed the San Saba River in Menard and headed north 

over more rolling terrain, crossing the South Concho River 

just before entering the town of Eden. Then the route veered 

Northwestward again through rolling country toward Van 

Court. The terrain leveled out to almost flat farm land just 

before entering the tiny village of Van Court. The route toward 

Wall was also through farm land crossing several small creeks. 

Wall was/is also a small village as well, dedicated to farming. 

Nearing San Angelo, the route crossed the Middle Concho 

River just before entering the City of San Angelo. See Figure 3. 

Figure 2 - Phase 1 - Kerrville to Junction  

Figure 3 - Phase 2 - Junction to San Angelo  
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Construction began on the almost 100 mile stretch in early 1899 and was completed in the spring of 1902. 

The GNW built substantial passenger and freight stations in San Angelo along with a large yard and engine 

servicing facility. Almost a dozen sidings were added for local customers. As with the Junction extension, 

sidings were created at strategic locations as well as small combination passenger and freight stations with 

team tracks and sidings for local customers in Eden and Menard. Flag Stop stations were added at Wall and 

Van Court.  

New commodities including cotton and various grains were added to the freight shipments along the 200 

mile Northwestern branch of the GNW Railroad. Passenger Service was substantially increased as well. Now 

there was new local service out of San Angelo serving Menard and Junction and the intermediate smaller 

towns. Similarly local service out of San Antonio served Kerrville and Junction and environs. There were 

four daily thru trains in both directions between San Antonio and San Angelo with stops only at the major 

towns: Boerne, Kerrville, Junction, and Menard. This extension was even better received than the Junction 

Extension. The GNW became very profitable and became a real rising star in Texas railroading. 

Phase  3 ,  Extend the  Northw es tern Line  to  Big  Spring ,  TX  
With the excellent acceptance of the GNW expansion to San Angelo, it was determined that the next phase, 

extending the line to Big Spring, TX and a connection with the Texas and Pacific (T&P) railroad would 

begin as soon as possible. So in late 1902, the GNW began the route survey from San Angelo to Big Spring 

via Sterling City, TX. The route to Sterling City followed the north bank of the North Concho River through 

the villages of Grape Creek, TX and 

Carlsbad, TX. The route was through 

gently rolling farm land, crossing 

several small creeks. From Sterling 

City to Big Spring, the terrain got 

more rugged, but following the 

North Concho watercourse alleviated 

most if not all grade issues. As the 

route neared Big Spring the grades 

levelled out again. However, the 

route called for crossing Beall’s 

Creek just before entering Big 

Spring. Beall’s Creek has rather 

steep banks and a wide flood plain, 

calling for some 2% to 3% grades 

and relatively sharp curves (30 or so) 

as well as a long trestle bridge across 

the flood plain. The proposed route is 

shown in Figure 4. 

With the route survey completed, construction began in mid-1903 and the 90 mile section was completed in 

early 1906. Again, substantial passenger and freight stations were constructed in Big Spring along with a 

large yard and interchange facilities with the T&P railroad. It took some negotiations and some time for a 

joint passenger station to be built with the T&P. About ten sidings were added for local customers. As with 

the other two extensions, sidings were created at strategic locations as well as a small passenger and freight 

station with a team track and sidings for local customers in Sterling City.  Flag Stop stations were added at 

Grape Creek and Carlsbad.  

Figure 4 - San Angelo to Big Spring  
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GNW Freight business almost doubled as a result of the connection with the T&P Railroad. Likewise, 

passenger service was doubled as well. Now there was new local service out of Big Spring serving Sterling 

City and San Angelo and the intermediate smaller towns. The local services out of San Antonio and San 

Angelo continued. The daily thru trains in both directions between San Antonio and Big Spring with stops 

only at the major towns: Boerne, Kerrville, Junction, Menard, San Angelo and Sterling City also continued. 

An Express train with stops at only San Angelo, Junction, and Kerrville was inaugurated from San Antonio 

to Big Spring and vice versa. The Northwest Line was now 310 miles long and established the GNW as a 

major force in Texas railroading. 

Phase  4 ,  Extend the  Northw es tern Line  to  Lubbock ,  TX  
The extension of the line into the Texas Panhandle would fulfill the original goal of the GNW Railroad. Soon 

after the completion of the line to Big Spring, the Board of 

Directors approved the route into the Panhandle. The 

intended path was to extend the line to Lubbock, TX via 

Lamesa, TX. So, in late 1906, the route survey began. The 

route proceeded through relatively flat farm land all the 

way to the village of Ackerly, TX. From Ackerly, the route 

followed the northeastern bank of a dry wash the rest of 

the way to Lamesa. From Lamesa, the route turned north-

northeasterly thru the village of O’Donnell, TX and the 

town of Tahoka, TX to Lubbock for a total route length of 

about 110 miles.  

The route survey was completed in mid-1907 and 

construction started immediately. Construction was 

completed in early 1909. In Lubbock, large passenger and 

freight stations were constructed along with a large yard 

and interchange facilities with the AT&SF (Santa Fe) 

railroad. It took even longer to negotiate for a joint 

passenger station to be built with the Santa Fe. It was late 

1910 before the joint facility was completed. In Lubbock, 

about fifteen sidings were added for local customers. As 

with the other extensions, sidings were created at strategic 

locations as well as small combination passenger and 

freight stations with team tracks and sidings for local 

customers in Lamesa and Tahoka.  Flag Stop stations were 

added at Ackerly and O’Donnell. See Figure 5. 

GNW Freight business doubled again as a result of the connection with the Santa Fe Railroad. Likewise, 

passenger service was increased substantially as well. Local service was initiated out of Lubbock serving 

Tahoka and Lamesa and the intermediate smaller towns. The local services out of the other hubs continued. 

New twice-daily thru trains in both directions between San Antonio and Lubbock with stops only at the 

major towns: Boerne, Kerrville, Junction, Menard, San Angelo, Sterling City, Big Spring, and Lamesa were 

initiated. An Express train with stops at only in Big Spring, San Angelo, Junction, and Kerrville was 

inaugurated from Lubbock to San Antonio and vice versa. The Northwest Line was now 425 miles long and 

was finally fulfilling the aspirations of the owners and shareholders. This extension really reinforced the 

GNW as a major player in Texas railroading.  

Figure 5 - Big Spring to Lubbock  
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 The Gulf NorthWestern Railroad — The Independent Years  By Gene Mangum 

With World War One looming it was clear that rail service would play a major role in that conflict. With the 

Port of Corpus Christi growing and shipping many Texas commodities to Europe and South America and 

receiving more and more overseas shipments, the GNW became more important. During World War One, the 

GNW as well as all US railroads were operated by the U. S. Government. War materiel and troops were sent 

to Europe via the Port of Corpus Christi from military bases along the GNW and other connecting railroads. 

Figure 6 below shows the GNW with all connecting railroads as of 1915. 

After the war freight and passenger services increased on all of Texas’ railroads including the GNW. 

However, an even more valuable commodity was on the horizon…OIL. Oil was discovered in the Permian 

Basin, with production beginning in the early 1920s. How the GNW approached this discovery is the subject 

of the next installment…next month. 

Figure 6 - The GNW in 1915  
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Models 
    

Freight Cars  Lourdes McCleary w/ Ortner Car     Place First 

Geoffrey Hogno w/ Wine Barrel Transport Wagon    Place Second 

 

On-Line  Structures Scott Parker w/ Bretts Brewery      Place First 

   Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Tower One    Place Second 

   Scott Parker w/ Fiddle Town Station    Place Third 

   Scott Parker w/ O.H. Wright     Entered 

 

Off-Line Structures Scott Parker w/ Slick Willes Pool Hall   Place First 

   Bill Kurak w/ Cameron Machine Shop   Place Second 

   Scott Packer w/ Goldies Locksmiths    Place Third 

   Scott Parker w/ Soergil Orchard    Merited 

   Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Valley Coal    Merited 

   Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Sinclair Gas Station     Merited 

   Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Mud Flap Café   Merited 

   Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ L Baker Produce   Merited 

 

Bridges & Trestles Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Fink Bridge    Place First 

   Scott Parker w/ Covered Bridge    Place Second 

 

Displays/Modules Virginia Grace w/ Japanese Tea Garden     Place Second  

   LSR Regional Convention Contest 2020      Submitted by Ray Byer  

Division 8 Members Who Entered  

The LSR Regional Convention Contest 2020 
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Arts & Crafts 

 

General  Judith Neufeld w/ Under the Sea    Place First 

   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Marmalade Jar   Place Second 

   Judith Neufeld w/ Ballet Dancer    Place Third 

 

Railroadiana  Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Marlborough Train Magnet    Place First 

   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Cumbres And Toltec Magnet   Place Second 

Theme   Judith Neufeld w/ Sunset at the Medusa Ranch  Place First 

   Judith Neufeld  w/ Snow on Sunset Globe     Place Second 

   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Sunset Wreath   Merited 

 

 

Arts & Crafts Best in Show 

Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Marlborough Train Magnet 

 

Photography Contest Winners 

 

Prototype- B&W Prints: Geoffrey Hogno w/Cumbres & Toltec Engine #489  Place First 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ Durango & Silverton Engine #473 

  

Prototype-Color Prints: Geoffrey Hogno w/ Wellington Cable Car   Place First 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ Durango & Silverton Engine #481  Place Second 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ Rainbows at the Cumbres & Toltec  Place Third 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ Cumbres & Toltec #484 

   Judith Neufeld w/ Flying High  

   Judith Neufeld w/ Old Glory Waiting for 4141 

   Judith Neufeld w/ Bush 4141 

   Judith Neufeld w/ Getting Last Shot 

 

Model-Color Prints: Geoffrey Hogno w/ Log Camp at the Frisco Train Museum  Place First 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ Rio Magginore Liguria Italy  Place Second 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/ San Gimigliano Tuscany Italy  Place Third 

   Geoffrey Hogno w/Austaian Alps 

    LSR Regional Convention Contest 2020     Submitted by Ray Byer  
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Photography Major Contest Awards 

 

Photography Best in Show: 

Geoffrey Hogno w/ Log Camp at the Frisco Train Museum 

 

Special Contest: Bob Dannenbrink Open Carload 

   Ray Byer w/ Piggy Loader on Flatcar    Place First 

   William Van Pelt w/ Compressor on Flatcar     Place Second 

   Cliff Cheesman w/ Well Car 

   Cliff Cheesman w/ Hot Coil Car 

   Cliff Cheesman w/ Pollock Hot Car 

   Ray Byer w/ Pipe load times Three 

   Scott Parker w/ ATSF #90850 Flat Steel Plates 

   Kelly Russell w/ TOFC 

   Kelly Russell w/ Dancing Under the Stars 

   Steve Sandifer w/ Grits Custom Delivery 

   Steve Sandifer w/ C&NW #46557 

   Steve Sandifer w/ PRR #173992 

   Bill Wright w/ Houston Transit Co  

 

 

Participation:   Scott Parker with Six (6) Entries Totaling 661.5 Points 

Tree Award:   Virginia Grace w/ Japanese Tea Garden 

Linda S. Little Award: Lourdes Mc Cleary w/ Fink Bridge 

Most Popular Model: Bill Kurak w/ Cameron Machine Shop 

Novice Best of Show:   Lourdes McCleary w/ Fink Bridge 

Best in Show:   Lourdes McCleary w/ Fink Bridge 

 

The Numbers of Entries in Model Contest  17 

The Number of Entries in Arts & Crafts  9 

The Number of Entries in Photos   14 

The Number of Entries in Open Carloads  13 

    LSR Regional Convention Contest 2020     Submitted by Ray Byer  
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   Happy April Birthdays! 

 

 

 

 
 

Tom Bailey 

 

 

 

Duane Hill 

 

 

 

Brian Jansky 

 

 

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

 Brian Jansky at Þórufoss Waterfall in Iceland  

Duane Hill as Dr. Evil for Halloween 2015 
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     MARCH MINUTES    By Richard Louvet 

President Kelly Russell called the meeting to 
order at 7:00. There were no visitors. 
 
Kelly thanked Virginia Freitag and Laurie Lind 
for punch and cookies. 
 
Clinic 

Gene Magnum introduced Tom Palmer for a 
clinic on “Transition Era Freight Cars – 1940s – 
1950s”. Tom observed that railroads experience 
major changes every 20 years or so. He had 
many pictures of freight cars common in this 
period. 

Treasurer’s Report 

The February minutes were approved as 
published. 

The January bank balance was $20,337.87. The 
LSR2020 and the GHTS accounted for most of 
the activity in February. I can provide a detailed 
report to any member who is interested. In 
addition, there was $107 in income from hat 
sales. 

Clinics 

Gene needs clinics for November and later. 

Lone Star Region 

Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ for clinic 
information. 

Membership Committee 

Our Facebook is at https://www.facebook.com/
San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-
112449312120157/ 

Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 

Our Groups.io is at SJMRRC@Groups.io 

Website 

Brian Jansky has added new software to the club 
site. 

 

New Business 

Bob Sabol stood to express his appreciation for 
the Freitag Award. He recognized the people 
whose frequent submissions keep the newsletter 
going: 

 Mark Couvillion 

 David Currey 

 Divina Gato-Hogno 

 Brian Jansky 

 Pete Leach 

 Dick Louvet 

 Gene Magnum 

 Al Partlow 

 Kelly Russell 

 Jeff Williams 

Bob also praised his daughter, Terri, as the 
indispensable part to publishing a monthly 
newsletter. 

New Business 

Bob Barnett and Steve Sandifer gave summaries 
of the LSR convention and train show. 

The San Jac board met February 27 to discuss 
options for future train shows (See the February 
Derail for details). Next year’s show will be held 
April 10 in Stafford if the date is still available 
April 11 of this year. If not, there will be no 
show in 2021. 

We will switch to the Pasadena Convention 
Center on February 12, 2022. 

Because Pasadena gives discounts to non-profits, 
we will be applying for IRS 501(c)3 status. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer  

http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io


 21 

 

Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

Jeff Williams (mellowmiata@hotmail.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

 

 

Union Pacific 844 Highball 
@ 75MPH  

        

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — April 2020 

President:  Kelly Russell  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: Gene Mangum  

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  Tom Bailey  

tfbailey@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: Robert (Bob) Barnett MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

 

 

Next Meeting 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
mailto:mellowmiata@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:tfbailey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rbarnett@ljaengineering.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRTYNxtbnjI

