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Greetings - the LSR Convention in conjunction with the Greater Houston Train show was GREAT.  Bob 

Barnett and his entire team did an outstanding job.   The over 150 registrants had nothing but 

congratulations for the convention.   There were about 40 clinics that were very well attended over the 3 

days, a contest room with many entries ï did you see the Pool Hall? WOW!  You should have seen all the 

happy faces of the people returning from Philôs tour.  All this was topped off with an awards dinner with 

Ottoôs BBQ.   Thanks to everyone!   We also heard an announcement that the 2021 convention will be a 

joint effort between the LSR and the Mid Continent region to be held in Tulsa ï be sure to watch for the 

details on this consolidated event ï a real chance to meet a whole new group of modelers.  

Steve Sandifer and his team did a flawless job with the Greater Houston Train show!   Thanks to all who 

spent their time on Saturday from dawn assisting the vendors and layouts, to the early opening for the 

convention attendees, to the  over 1500 paid admissions, through the afternoon to closing and the lights 

were off before 6pm. The vendors were very happy reporting higher than average sales.   Watch for some 

exciting changes to next yearôs show in the upcoming months.  

The presentation at last monthôs meeting by Chuck on the Logging Operations was quite interesting and 

repeated during the convention to an almost full room.     

With the convention and train show in the rear-view mirror, take a few days to spend with the families, and 

then it is back to your models and railroad building.    

Thanks again for everyoneôs involvement over the convention weekend ï these 2 events could not happen 

without everyoneôs commitment.   You are appreciated. 

Make note that due to the Super Tuesday primary election, the meeting date has been adjustedé delay one 

week.    Make sure to vote !  

Will see you all at the meeting.   Keep the wheels turning.  

 

Kelly  

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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MARCH Meeting Date Change! 

Due to primary voting in March at Bayland,                              

the San Jac meeting will be moved to                                

Tuesday, March 10, 2020  
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A big THANK YOU to all who were a part of the Greater Houston Train Show. It was wonderful to see so many 
people there, and our vendors sold a lot of merchandise. We continue to receive excellent reviews, and it is all 
because of you. Special mention is needed for David Currey who arranged the clinics, Dick Louvet who made 
sure registration went smoothly, Gene Mangum for advertising, Robert Ashcraft for selling more tables than 
ever, Ray Byer for overseeing the contest, and Tom Bailey for corralling the club table. Many folks just pitched 
in and did whatever was needed. All of this was in addition to the LSR manpower requirements. We had over 
1500 paid entrants plus 160 LSR registrants plus the vendors, modular clubs, display representatives, and our 
own workers ï probably 1800 in total. Thank you for an excellent show. 

We learn something new every year, and this year we learned that anyone wanted to rent the Stafford Centre for 
a two-day show or longer can lock in the date 18 months in advance. One-day shows like ours can only get a 
contract 12 months out. In the past we have had to beg them for a contract. But they have informed us that the 3rd 
Saturday in February 2021 had already been reserved by another group. Our only option at the Stafford Centre in 
the spring of 2021 is April 10. Of course, we canôt reserve that date until April 11, 2020, so someone wanting a 
larger event could claim it ahead of us.  

In a discussion held by the club officers on February 27, the options of a one-day show versus a two-day show 
were reviewed at length. It was unanimously agreed that we want to continue with a one-day show as long as 
possible. The officers resolved that we would wait until April 11, 2020, the earliest day Stafford will allow us to 
lock in the date, and we would then see if April 10, 2021 is available and if so, lock it in. If April 10 is not open 
we will not have a show in 2021.  

The Pasadena Civic Center is our best option for the future. We have reserved it for February 12, 2022 (a good 
date is not available in 2021). It is located on Fairmont Parkway, about a mile east of Beltway 8. Humble, 
Stafford, and now Pasadena have all been just outside of the Beltway. There are many differences in the rental.  

1. Rental of the facility is for 24-hour periods, midnight to midnight. We can move in and out whenever we 
want.  

2. As a nonprofit, we receive a 50% discount on all rental items. There is no discount for labor costs. 

3. They have a charge for everything. The building rent is for the building. Each table has a charge. Setting up 
the table has a charge. Chairs have a charge. Setting the chairs up has a charge. Sound system has a charge. 
Electric outlets have a charge. However, based on our initial spreadsheet, a one day show with everything we 
need would cost about $3300, $1,500 less than Stafford. If we were not a nonprofit, the cost would be 
comparable. 

4. The size is comparable to Stafford. 

a.  Main meeting hall is 20,840 ft2 (Stafford is 20,000 ft2). 

b.  Three break-out rooms: 25ôx30ô, 18ôx42ô, 18ôx30ô. 

c.  Entry registration and display area 31ôx26ô. 

d.  Three sets of toilets. (22 total stalls for women!) 

5. A concession stand in the lobby used exclusively by the official  
concessionaire, a barbecue restaurant.  

6. Free Wi-Fi. 

7. Free parking. 

8. RV spots available for $25 per spot per night. 

9. Reservations can be made 24 months in advance. They have no      
spring Saturdays available in 2021. We have reserved February 
12, 2022.  

10. They will submit our show information to the Pasadena police 
who will determine the amount of police presence we need, and 
payment to them will be made directly.  

Thatôs the news from Lake Wobegon. We start a new chapter in the 
Greater Houston Train Show. Thanks for all of your support.  

 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Wrap Up By Steve Sandifer MMR 

Chairman Steve Sandifer "relaxes" on a 
table as the last vendors depart the Stafford 
Centre.  Steve oversaw another successful 
San Jacinto Model Railroad Club show.  

Submitted by Randall Wilson 
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Non-rail clinic (costume jewelry making)                              
presented by Sidney Formanek. 
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 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Pictures     By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Registration Desk at the Greater Houston Train Show.  

Part of the Houston Tour 
arranged by Randall Wilson and 
narrated by Phil Stewart. Taken 
at the Statue of George HW Bush 

at Downtown Houston.  

At the Contest room. 
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 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Pictures   By Steve Sandifer MMR 
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The 2020 Freitag Service Award was presented to Bob Sabol (Left) and Greg Johnson 
(Right).  San Jacinto Model Railroader president Kelly Russell presented the awards at the 2020 
Lone Star Region Convention.  Also pictured is the awardôs namesake, Gil Freitag MMR.  

Man, what an AWESOME place.  Incredible models.  Model making technology and 
techniques sure have advanced.  Check out the tree making at 17 minutes. ~ Craig Brantley 
  
This Chinese Factory Makes $100,000 Architectural Models! 
 

Great 4K video of the Durango & Silverton RR including K-28 cab ride, hanging out of the 
cab and behind the scenes operation.  Awesome on a 4K TV! ~ Craig Brantley 
  
Behind The Scenes on a Steam Locomotive [4K] 
 

Interesting video  ~  Steve Sandifer  
A Day At The Car Shops 1951  
  

   2020 Freitag Service Award       Submitted by Randall Wilson 

Check Out These Videos Submitted by Members! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvwwYeDVAqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gby0PywaDIw
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/FcqTL0OYMCGU6WlccUApyUL3twz4dm9V/media/456833
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As most of you have heard, I completed my AP requirements in December and have been informed that I am 

now a Master Model Railroader. I am still trying to comprehend what this means. I am sure it will not get me 

preferred seating at the best restaurants. It doesnôt get me into any of the model railroad conventions for free. 

So, what did I get with this reward? 

Iôve been a model railroader for over 40 years but am new to the social part of the hobby. I was a lone wolf 

modeler for more the 30 years! I built various layouts that were only seen by family and a few close non-

model railroader friends.  

That changed with my relocation to Houston in 2012. Within a year, I met Barry and Blake Bogs during one 

of the fall layout tours. They invited me to a monthly get together with a group called Petticoat for BBQ, 

clinics and conversations about trains. During that same fall layout tour, I met Craig Brantley. When I told 

him I modeled in On30, he invited me to join a loosely formed group he called the Narrow-Gauge Cartel. 

Wow, after years in the shadows, I was meeting a lot of model railroaders! 

During one of the Petticoat meetings in late spring of 2015, Chuck Lind, Craig, and Barry asked about my 

layout. They were planning to host the National Narrow Gauge Convention in early September. They were 

looking for layouts to include on the NNGC tour and wanted to see mine. What, I thought? I am a lone wolf. 

People donôt want to see my lair, I mean layout!  

Fig 1 - Early view of Albion ï The only scenery on the layout 

 

    Achieving MMRÈ 649            By Pete Leach MMR 
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I reluctantly agreed to have them over after one of the meetings. Now keep in mind, I was less than 2 years 

into what I thought would be a lifetime project of building my layout. All the track was basically down but 

only a small area had structures and scenery. I remember Craig looking at one 8-foot long area and saying, 

ñJust put some scenery in here and youôre good to go!ò With a little more arm twisting, I agreed to 

participate. 

Fig 2 ï ñJust add some sceneryò, so I did 

Well, being part of the NNGC tour and activities was the most rewarding experiences in my hobby life. I met 

some of my hobby idols (Bob Hayden and Bob Brown) and other great people. Bob Brown, the publisher and 

editor of the Narrow Gauge and Shortline Gazette, asked me to write an article for his magazine. What? I 

thought I was a lone wolf! Now I was being asked to share my layout with a whole bunch of the folks. 

One other group I met during the NNGC in Houston was the Great Lakes HOn30 Modular Group. This Ohio-

Michigan based group brought modules depicting Maine 2-foot railroads, but in HO. I was modeling in O. 

That didnôt seem to matter to them and they included me in their email group sharing ideas and progress on 

model building. 

Shortly after the convention, Brian Jansky asked me to help write an article for the Behind the Benchwork 

series in the San Jac club newsletter. Ok, I thought. But I am not a member of San Jac, so I better join. I 

quickly found out that I needed to join the NMRA to be eligible for San Jac. What? Another organization? I 

became a member of both San Jac and the NMRA in April 2016. 

    Achieving MMRÈ 649            By Pete Leach MMR 
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Well, here I was, former lone wolf modeler part of nearly a half dozen groups or organizations in less than 4 

years after my move to Houston. 

What has all this got to do with achieving my MMRÈ? Chuck and Barry encouraged (or should I say arm 

twisted) me into going after the MMRÈ Certs. I was building models anyway, so I agreed! I received AP 

certs in Prototype, Author, Rolling Stock, Structures, Scenery, Civil, and Electrical.  

Fig 3 ï View of the recently completed wharf that allowed me to qualify for the last 3 AP certs 

It wouldnôt have happened if I hadnôt met and been encouraged by the great folks along this journey! Making 
the many new friends has been my REAL reward! Thanks to all of you! 

    Achieving MMRÈ 649            By Pete Leach MMR 

     Markôs Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

Although the railroad does not need to be wired with isolated sections for performance purposes, it 
should be divided into electrical blocks just as was preferred with older direct current systems.  These 
ñblocksò are needed for signal systems, occupancy detection for train location, dividing the power 
used on the layout across multiple power supplies, or for power division and electrical protection 
through circuit breakers.  Insulated rail joiners, along with isolated sections of the power bus, make it 
easy to add these features later ï if they are planned for and installed when the track is initially 
installed.  It is easy to jumper across all, or most all, of the isolations, especially those intended for 
signaling or occupancy detection, without adversely affecting performance.  The additional features 
can be added in the future ï or not at all.  But, all wiring changes are easily made underneath the 
layout without having to modify the trackwork or feeder wiring. 
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The Mobile City Council voted 6ï1 earlier this year in February to provide funding for the proposed 

Amtrak trains between Mobile and New Orleans.  The states of Louisiana and Mississippi had already 

ponied up the money for their share.  The only thing holding up the implementation of the trains now is a 

study to determine if the four short passenger trains will interfere with operations at the Port of Mobile.  

Itôs hard to imagine such being the case, so I think this will probably happen.  If interference is 

determined to exist, the problem will probably be ironed out by adding a track in the area or something. 

Initial frequencies are expected to be 2 round trips a day.  I imagine at least 1 round trip would connect 

with the City of New Orleans from Chicago.  A good connection with the Sunset Limited would 

probably not be implemented, as it would entail wee hours of the morning times in Mobile.  Historically, 

based on schedules in a 1950 Official Guide of the Railways, the run times between Mobile and New 

Orleans ranged from 2:58 to 3:50 on the limited stop trains (equivalent to what this new Amtrak service 

would be doing), so I would guess about 3:20 to 3:30 today, though I wouldnôt be surprised at a run time 

of 4:00.   

The addition of these Amtrak trains would give New Orleans 4.5 Amtrak departures a day.  The stops 

between New Orleans and Mobile would be Bay St. Louis, Gulfport, Biloxi, and Pascagoulaðall in 

Mississippi.  Other stops might be possible, such as Ocean Springs 4 miles across the bay from Biloxi, 

which is known for its festivals.  There can be no additional stops in Louisiana, for Google Maps shows 

the area the track passes through to be swamps and marshes, with hardly any road access, and nothing 

that could be called a ñtownò. 

Possible schedules Iôve come up with utilizing 2 sets of equipment (plus 1 or 2 coaches backup) on a 3 

hour 30 minute run would be: 

¶ Depart Mobile 8:30 am ï Arrive New Orleans 12:00 noon (connecting with City of New 

Orleans departing New Orleans 1:45 pm) 

¶ Depart Mobile 6:00 pm ï Arrive New Orleans 9:30 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

¶ Depart New Orleans 8:30 am ï Arrive Mobile 12:00 noon (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

¶ Depart New Orleans 6:00 pm ï Arrive Mobile 9:30 pm (connecting with City of New Orleans 

arriving New Orleans 3:47 pm) 

The above times provide good departure times after the business day has concluded, and good 

connections with the City of New Orleans.  The 12:00 noon arrival provides a full afternoon of activity 

in the destination city.  The 9:30 pm arrival allows plenty of time to check in to a motel and get a good 

night's sleep. 

The above schedules might require 4 crews that do not turn, because the schedule utilizing 2 sets of 

equipment provides times that would put turning crews past the hours-of-service law.  However, it used 

to be, and may still be, that a crew that is given at least 4 consecutive hours of rest (in bed in a motel) 

between portions of a run, can run that many hours past 12 hours.  They are still paid during that sleep 

time, though. 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  



 10 The Derail ð March 2020 

If it was desired to make do with 1 set of equipment plus 1 or 2 backup coaches, the schedules could be: 

¶ Depart Mobile 7:30 am ï Arrive New Orleans 11:00 am (connecting with City of New Orleans 

departing New Orleans 1:45 pm) 

¶ Depart New Orleans 11:30 am ï Arrive Mobile 3:00 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

¶ Depart Mobile 3:30 pm ï Arrive New Orleans 7:00 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

¶ Depart New Orleans 7:30 pm ï Arrive Mobile 11:00 pm (connecting with City of New Orleans 

arriving New Orleans 3:47 pm) 

As can be seen, the single set of equipment has times and connecting layovers that aren't that good.  Plus, 

if a train is delayed, it will impact other later trains, and there is no time for cleaning trains between runs 

other than a quick pass-through to sweep up trash, restock toilet tissue, etc.  The first run from Mobile 

and the last arrival in New Orleans will interfere with a good night's sleep.  The schedules utilizing a 

single total set of equipment provide for decreased crew expenses, as one crew can make a "turn" (round 

trip) each day, thus only 2 crews are needed.  It wonôt be half the cost, since in both cases crews are still 

being paid between runs plus overtime, but the 1-set-of-equipment option has much less time between 

the two parts of the turn.  When figuring out crew costs, it must be remembered that the crew does not go 

on duty at the departure time, but probably 30 minutes or more before, so that orders can be studied, 

locomotives checked out, and passengers boarded.  They also do not go off duty immediately on arrival, 

as passengers have to disembark, and the equipment possibly moved and/or turned. 

Amtrak has stated that they will base a set of equipment in both endpoint cities, which will make a round 

trip to the other city every day, thus it seems the two-consists option will be instigated.  The trains would 

probably run with Horizon, Amfleet, or similar single-level equipment, such as that being utilized in 

Illinois on itôs state supported trains.  I imagine a backup coach would be kept in each city for when a 

coach is in the shop for maintenance or when one is bad-ordered. 

I would guess a possible consist would be 1 locomotive, 2 or 3 coaches, and a lounge-coach (drinks and 

snacks).  Push-pull service might be used, in which case, one coach would have a cab in one end.  It's 

possible new equipment might be purchased, with the scheduled start-up in 2023 giving time to have it 

built. 

Amtrak owns the New Orleans Union Passenger Terminal trackage.  Over a year ago, Amtrak 

surprisingly rebuilt the tracks in the station.  I noticed this in Google Earth, and there was absolutely no 

mention of this in the railroad press.  Concrete ties were installed in all 7 (yes, seven) remaining platform 

tracks served by 4 platforms.  A 5th platform remains, but its 2 tracks are disconnected, and were not 

included in the upgrade.  The tracks have dwarf signals and power switches, which were probably 

already there before.  New Orleans currently has 2.5 departures a day, plus the corresponding arrivals:  

the daily City of New Orleans and Southern Crescent, and the triweekly Sunset Limited.  Having 7 tracks 

for 3 total trains seems excessive.  The Google Earth photo below shows the newly ballasted track with 

concrete ties.  Also quite discernible is the terrible condition of the roofs of the platforms.  The shed at 

the far right is not in use. 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  
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Looking on Google Maps Satellite View recently, I noticed work going on in the coach yard where the 

trains are cleaned and serviced.  Itôs hard to tell what is going on from a single overhead photo, but it 

appears that the servicing tracks are being moved closer to the associated buildings (or rather, the old 

removed ones are being restored), and will be double-ended, whereas before most of the tracks were 

single ended.  It appears that there will be four servicing tracks, which are split in half with a service 

crossing for carts and vehicles to access the servicing platforms.  Thus, 8 consists could be serviced at 

the same timeða consist on each track on each side of the service crossing.  Once again, this seems like 

excessive capacity, since there are seldom more than 2 consists in the service tracks at the current time.  

In case you are wondering, when the coach yard was built about 1954, it had 10 or 12 servicing tracks 

bisected by the service crossing.  In the Google Earth photo below, you can see 2 new tracks at the 

bottom, the servicing building at the upper right, the car washer at center, the engine facility at the lower 

left, and what appears to be a car shop at the far upper right. 

 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  


