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It is December ï layout tours are over, and the holiday season is upon us, Christmas decorations are going 

up.  I must again thank Craig, Brian and all the layout owners who have made this Model Railroad Month a 

great success.   My first open house was a success ï there were 50 people over the weekend that seemed to 

enjoy my little switching layout and the Dept 56 North Pole village. 

 

JayCôs presentation at last monthôs meeting on using a Cricut machine for railroad modeling was quite 

interesting. I learned that there is a difference in Raster graphics and Vector graphicsé.. and I didnôt know 

that math would be involvedé     

 

I hope everyone got a chance to see the UP 4014 while it made a swing through the Houston area.  There 

have been many pictures floating around ï even received a few from a fellow modeler that lives in 

California. The next few pages are dedicated to the great photos that were submitted to the Derail editor ð 

and remember, the Cowcatcher Magazine will select one photo for publication in the January/February 

2020 edition.    

 

Donôt forget to register for the LSR Convention on Feb 13-15, their website is updating frequently with 

clinics, schedules, contests, operating layouts, and many other activitiesé not to mention we will close the 

convention on Saturday at the San Jac sponsored Greater Houston Train show.  Registration goes up $10 on 

Dec 1. We are also sponsoring the Bob Dannenbrink "Open Loads" Contest.   

 

The Galveston RR Museum is presenting the Polar Express this year, but is already sold out ï hope you got 

your tickets already.   But you can still watch Santa Claus and his helpers arrive at the Galveston Railroad 

Museum aboard the Harborside Express on Dec 15.  Santa will sit in the 1932 Depot lobby and visit with 

children.  There will be train rides, activities for children, and their own elf "Elfie" will be there to pose for 

photos. Take your camera and take a photo of your children with Santa!  Don't forget to take your wish list 

and tell Santa what you want for Christmas!  

 

Our December meeting will be held at the Freitags, as it has been for many years.  Donôt forget the non-

rails have their own gift exchange that will be as lively as the modelers gift exchange.  See the article later 

in this Derail for details on the party.  If someone receives a gift that is not suitable for their collection, 

remember the kids at Hogg Middle school are grateful for any contribution.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving, and hope to see you at the Freitagsé  

Keep the wheels turning.  

Kelly  

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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2019 ANNUAL SJMRC  

CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY 

 

2019ANNUAL SJMRC CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY 

AT GIL & VIRGINIA FREITAGôS HOME 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3rd AT 630PM 

 

If you didnôt sign up to bring a food item at the November meeting, please call Virginia to see 

what is still needed.  713-926-2993.  See you there for an evening of lots of fun. 

ALSO:  DONôT FORGET TO BRING AN EXCHANGE GIFT TO GET IN ON THE FUN! 

 

RAILS:  Put your name inside the wrapped gift and mark the scale on the outside (approx. $15 

value) 

 

NON-RAILS:  Put your name inside the wrapped gift (approx. $15 value) 

 

Location:    

1835 Alta Vista St.  

Houston, TX 77023 
 

DIRECTIONS:    

¶ I45 South to exit #42 (Wayside) or I45 Northbound to exit #41B (Wayside) 

¶ Southbound:  turn LEFT onto Wayside or Northbound turn RIGHT onto Wayside  

¶ Proceed 0.7mi to LAWNDALE    Turn RIGHT onto LAWNDALE 

¶ Proceed 0.7mi to ALTA VISTA ST.   Turn LEFT onto ALTA VISTA ST. 

     Proceed 1 İ blocks to 1835   (2 story on right) 
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This issue of The Derail highlights the Greater Houston area visit by the Union Pacific 4014 

Big Boy engine on November 6-8, 2019. Pictures submitted were welcomed by all who 

receive the monthly Derail and not limited to San Jacinto Model Railroad Club 

members. Pictures start in the Flatonia TX area and work their way down the track to 

Houston to Hearne, TX. Many thanks to all submitted so many outstanding pictures. 

  

Most regular Derail articles will again appear in our January issue. 
 

~~ Bob Sabol 
 

Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Transcontinental Railroadôs Completion 

Union Pacificôs historic Big Boy steam locomotive No. 4014 is touring the Union Pacific 
system throughout 2019 to commemorate the transcontinental railroad's 150th anniversary. 

The Big Boyôs return to the rails is the product of more than two years of meticulous 
restoration work by the Union Pacific Steam Team. No. 4014 is the world's only operating Big 
Boy locomotive. 

 

    UP 4014 Big Boy       Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - !ŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǎƛȊŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŘǳǎƪȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜ ƛƴ hƘƛƻΦ 
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

Just west of Flatonia by Chris Tolley  

Just west of Flatonia by Steve Sandifer  
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

CR149 1/4 mile west of FM102 south of Columbus, and south of Alleyton 
by Bill Wright  

West of Schulenburg by Robert Ashcraft  
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

Just east of the Brazos River in Richmond by .ǊŜǘ .ǊƻƎƻƛǩ 

Just east of the Brazos River in Richmond                                      
(demonstrating the loudness of the whistle) by Terri Sabol-Brogoitti 
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

Imperial Sugar Factory in Sugar Land by Scott Sabol 

Imperial Sugar Factory in Sugar Land by Robert Sabol 
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

UP Station when it was parked in Houston by Fr Ronan  

UP Station when it was parked in Houston by Geoff Hogno  
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

UP Station when it was parked in Houston by Willie Allen  

UP Station when it was parked in Houston by Kelly Russell  
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   UP 4014 Big Boy Photos          Submitted by The Derail Subscribers 

Houston, crossing White Oak Bayou (and 45/I-10 on the 
"Be Someone" bridge) by Spence Gaskin  

UP Station when it was parked in Houston in the rain        
by Mark Couvillion  


