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I thoroughly enjoyed Tom Bailey’s presentation at the July meeting on the 

Railroads of Kansas City and the operation of Kansas City Union Station. I have 

visited Kansas City several times, and it is a rail Mecca. KC, combined with 

Chicago and St. Louis functioned as a funnel through which all of the east-west 

rail traffic for the northern and Mid-western United States flowed. I look 

forward to seeing Tom’s planned new layout based on the information he 

presented at our meeting.   

I attended the Division 8 “Hands-On” make and take clinic this past Saturday. 

The Division has about a dozen builders and three hosts.  A good time was had 

by all and there were about 12 partially constructed freight houses in at least 

three scales.  I look forward to completing my freight house and will put it to 

work on my new railroad. These work together clinics are excellent team 

builders and are being held in Divisions 1, 3 and 8 at the present time. I would 

love to try a mini version at the San Jac meeting, but our meeting time is very 

limited. I would be interested in any ideas on doing a mini hands-on clinic that 

the whole group could participate in.  

We are approaching the September Election and looking for a candidates for the 

San Jacinto Club Officers. Technically I am to appoint a Nominating 

Committee, but so far after two announcements found no “Volunteers”.  So far 

now I will serve as the Committee. Please let me know if you are interested in 

running and willing to serve.    

See you at the August Meeting! 

Bob Barnett  

     From the President  By Robert Barnett MMR  
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     Virtual Railfan       By David N. Currey 

Virtual Railfan's Train Cameras in La Grange, Kentucky  

Virtual Railfan has numerous cameras set up around the country, and even in other countries.  You can watch 
trains passing by in real time.  There's also a chat feature that you can use to converse with others.  The chat is 
well monitored, and live people keep things from getting trolly.  There's also a bot that monitors conversations 
as well.  Text that does not meet the site's standards is deleted, sometimes almost immediately.  “English 
only” is one rule.  It is best to go through the rules at the bottom of the page so you will know what is 
considered good chat.  Some of the other rules include "Don't post in all caps," "Don't curse," "Don't repeat 
yourself," "Don't ask when a train is due," and "Don't criticize the Amish or other groups." 

La Grange has Virtual Railfan cameras.  It is an interesting location, as the track runs for three blocks in the 
street in downtown.  The primary camera looks to the north.  The camera is located in the middle block, and 
looking to the north, you can see the track for one block in the street, and then it curves gently to the left and 
goes out of sight.  Just before it curves out of sight, there is a block signal for a siding, which you can't see.  At 
night, you can see the indication, which will alert you to possible northbound moves.  About 20 to 25 trains 
pass through La Grange in a 24 hour period. 

The secondary camera is pointed south.  The track can be seen going for about another block before it passes 
out of site behind buildings.  To get the secondary camera, bring up the site in a duplicate window, and hover 
your cursor over the bottom of the video screen.  A suitcase-like icon will appear, and clicking on that will 
bring up the option to switch cameras.  Both cameras have a microphone, and I usually mute one of them, as 
the cameras can sometimes get out of sync.  When that happens, if it's only a few seconds or less, I will pause 
one camera for a second or so to get them roughly in sync. 

You can also rewind each camera up to 4 hours to look at things you might have missed, by moving the 
progress bar dot at the bottom of the screen.  This is normally all the way to the right, which indicates the 
camera is monitoring what is actually happening at that moment.  If you forget to move it back to the right 
after viewing something in the past 4 hours, you may miss things currently going on.  I think that restoring the 
camera to current time sometimes gets it out of sync with the other camera. 

This morning while it was still dark, after I had first arrived at the website, I could see that there was a low 
lunar signal, meaning a northbound train had been routed into the siding.  (The northbound block signal 
indication cannot be read during daylight hours.)  The train arrived about 25 minutes later.  You can also hear 
the train blowing for crossings about 5 minutes before it gets to town.  The speed limit is 10 mph through 
town, and it is a quiet zone.  Engineers can blow the horn at their own discretion, however.  The train that 
arrived was a solid stack train.  After it slowly passed and entered the siding, a southbound train eased into 
view a few minutes later.  It was a solid auto rack train, and mysteriously stopped for several minutes after 
about half of it had gone by.  It seemed to have over a hundred cars, though I did not attempt to count them.   

This rail line is the CSX LCL Subdivision in eastern Kentucky.  The line is ex-L&N, which under that railroad 
ran from Cincinnati to New Orleans via Louisville, Nashville, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Mobile, and 
was noted for its Pan American and Hummingbird passenger trains. 

The most interesting aspect is the street running.  The tracks actually run down a traffic lane on the street.  On 
the track side of the street, there is parallel parking.  The track/automobile lane is carefully marked, and the 
parallel parking has its own painted line parallel to the track but a few feet away.  I'm sure that is to alert 
people parking their cars so that they don't somehow park too close to the track.  Still, it must be quite 
unnerving to possibly pull out of a parallel parking slot immersed in listening to your stereo, and then look in 
your rearview mirror and see a train coming at you.  The citizens of La Grange must hate the railroad, as all 
trains are slow moving and take forever to pass. 

So whenver you're working on your PC, open up La Grange's webcam and let it run in the background.  
Sooner or later, you'll here a horn blowing off in the distance, meaning a train is on the way. 

La Grange, Kentucky Train Webcam 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OE1aS91yvQ
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   Notes From the Observation Car   By Don Formanek 

 

Sierra Narrow Gauge Conference 

Chuck Lind had found out about the Sierra Narrow Gauge Conference to be held June 7 – 10, presented by 

the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum and co-hosted by the Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge 

Historical Society. We wanted to go! The conference was limited to 130 attendees. In planning for the trip, 

flying was not an option because of Chuck recently having had eye surgery which did not allow him to fly (or 

scuba dive). We checked Amtrak, but it was ruled out because we would not get back in time for the LSR 

Convention, so it was a road trip!  
 

I got up early on Sunday morning June 3 and drove to Chuck’s house in Navasota. We left there at 6:00 AM 

in Chuck’s wife’s car. We were traveling along in west Texas on I-10 West when we got to a place where 

DPS was routing all westbound traffic to the exit. At the first overpass all traffic was turned south over I-10 

and then west on the access road. We went by the scene of an overturned truck with its contents spilled all 

over I-10. Further west we were directed to go over I-10 and get back on. The situation was handled very well 

and we did not lose much time.  
 

When we got to El Paso we decided to take the bypass and avoid the traffic going through the middle of  

downtown El Paso. We were making good time until the part of the bypass that goes through the Franklin 

Mountains. Traffic came to a halt and then was just creeping at a very slow rate - when we got to the summit 

and went beyond the pass we could see traffic backed up for a long distance on the downhill section. As we 

continued downhill we found the problem. There was a very wide load that had broken down. It was a 

Mammoet heavy lift crane, so wide that it was beyond the shoulder on the right side and even though it was a 

four-lane dived highway we had to go beyond the shoulder on the left to get around it. There were at least 

eight tires in each row and many, many axles. We were back on I-10 very soon after that and into New 

Mexico very shortly.  
 

As we were going across New Mexico we were all directed to exit I-10 to the access road. Shortly after going 

beyond an overpass we could get back on I-10. Just a few miles west the traffic came to a total stop. We sat 

there for 2 hours and 55 minutes. When we finally did get going again we saw a semi on its side. It had 

blocked both east and west bound traffic. They used a front-end loader to push all the contents of the trailer 

into the median so the heavy-duty wrecker could drag both the tractor and the trailer, that were still on their 

sides into the median. If we had only gone south on the overpass when we first got off of I-10, a few miles 

further south there was a local highway that went west. Because of the delays we did not get as far west as we 

had hoped and  spent the first night in Deming, New Mexico. This caused us to be driving across the Arizona 

and California desert area in the heat of the day - 110 degrees. I am glad that the AC in Laurie’s car works 

well. It also caused us to get to just north of Los Angeles at rush hour. We headed north a little sooner than we 

had originally planned in order to get out of the rush hour traffic. On our way north, we went by Cajon Pass 

and Tehachapi Loop.  

https://www.facebook.com/352727451479236/photos/872110159540960/


 4 The Derail — August 2018 

   Notes From the Observation Car   By Don Formanek 

Our next stop was Sanger Depot. Sanger was the location of the longest log flume -  62 miles. Most of the 

wood that came down the flume was used to make crates for fruit and vegetables. On our way to Sutter Creek 

we crossed the Amador Central Railroad many times. It does not have very much straight track, lots of curves. 

The tracks are now being used by a motorcar group. We spent the night in Sutter Creek. The clerk at our hotel 

recommended Gold Dust Pizza. We ordered their next to smallest size to share. It was stacked with meat over 

2” thick - we could not finish it.  
 

In the area we checked out Miners Bend, their city park that had a lot of old mining equipment and very good 

information signs. There is a mine just to the north of town that was being used as a tourist destination but 

because the price of gold has gone up and their recovery technology has improved they are reactivating the 

mine. While in this area we went to Diamond Springs where the Diamond & Caldor sawmill was located and 

to Placerville Gold Bug Park and Mine. The next day was the day that we had an appointment at the Knight 

Foundry. I will cover that in my September article. 
 

We then headed north to Nevada City where the conference would be held. On the way we passed through 

Coloma where they have a reconstruction of Sutter’s saw mill where gold was first discovered - which started 

The California Gold Rush. The canyon, bridge and road across the American River was very impressive and 

scenic. Then we arrived in Nevada City and got checked in to the Northern Queen Lodge for our four days 

stay. The lodge adjoins the far end of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum tracks and one day 

I walked the tracks between them. We had some time before the conference started so we went to the North 

Star Mining Museum. 
 

There were many presentations on these topics: 
 

West Side Lumber Company Railroad Lake Tahoe Railroads 

Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Modeling Narrow Gauge 

Restoration of Narrow Gauge Equipment Sierra Valley Railway 

Stanislaus Railway    Lumber Flumes 

Logging Trestle Construction   Verdi Lumber Company 

And much more. 
 

Friday lunch was a West Side restoration BBQ fund raiser. Unfortunately, a lot of people got sick from the 

food.  
 

A partial list of their rolling stock: 

Engine #1 Antelope Western H. K. Porter 1889 0-4-0T 7-ton  

Engine #5 Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 1875 Baldwin 2-6-0 

Engine #5 Argent Lumber Co. 1911 Lima Locomotive Works 2-6-2 Prairie  

Engine #13 Built by museum 2007-2009 0-4-0 

Boiler for Engine #3 1877 Baldwin 4-4-0 

Engine #1 West Side Lumber Co. 1927 Plymouth  

Engine #10 1943 Plymouth Locomotive Works SN 4592 Model FLB 

Engine 5-Ton 1943 Plymouth Locomotive Works SN 459 Model FLB 

Rail Bus #9 “Sarah Kidder” built 1975 

Rail Bus #97 1976 by WS&CVRR 

Speeder #6 West Side Lumber Co. 1920’s by WSLC 

Speeder #19 Sierra Railway 1933 Buda 

Speeder, Western Union 

Coach #52 Florence & Cripple Creek Railroad 1897 St. Charles Car Company 
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Coach #56 Florence & Cripple Creek Railroad 1897 St. Charles Car Company 

Caboose #1, Westside Lumber Co. 1919 

Caboose #1, Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 1937 

Caboose #4 (2nd), Westside Lumber Co. 1945 by WSLC 
Caboose 4/6 West Side Lumber Co. 1940 by WSLC 
Black Car “A” West side Lumber Co. 1940’s 
Block Car “B” West Side Lumber Co. 1940’s 
Box Car #130 Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge Railroad, 1904 built by John Hammond Co.   
Box Car 507 Florence & Cripple Creek Railroad 1889 American Car & Foundry 
Flat Car #265 West Side Lumber Co. 1930’s 
Flat Car #255 Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge, 1917 built by Southern Pacific (Ogden shops) 
Flat Car, Heavy Duty 1899 Carter Bros.  
Gondola #10, West Side Lumber Co. 1910 by West Side Lumber Co. 
Gondola #233 Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge 1917 built by Southern Pacific (Ogden shops) 
Hopper Car #146 Sierra Railroad 1900 Pressed Steel Car Co. 
Loading Car, West Side Lumber Co. 1930’s   
Logging Bunk Car #258 West Side Lumber Co. 
Logging Car #154 West Side Lumber Co. 
Logging Car #113 West Side Lumber Co. 1940’s by WSLC 
Logging Disconnect Car, Michigan California Logging Co. 
Logging Flat #300 1930’s by WSLC 
Parts Car West Side Lumber Co. (two side window)  
Sand Car #276 1930’s by WSLC 
Side Dump Car #A ex Leslie Salt Co. 
Side Dump Car #B ex Leslie Salt Co. 
Stock Car #5522 Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad 1903 American Car & Foundry 
Stock Car #5672 Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad 1904 American Car & Foundry 
Tank Car #187 Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 1888 Central Iron works on Flat Car 915 1934 
Tank Car #2 West Side Lumber Co. 1910 John Hammond Co. 
Tank Car #4 West Side Lumber Co. 1920’s Velocipede   
4-Wheel Push Car, 10A Pickering Lumber Co.  
4-Wheel Push Car, Pickering Lumber Co.  
4-Wheel Push Car, Pickering Lumber Co. 
4-Wheel Push Car, Pickering Lumber Co.  
4-Wheel Push Car, Pickering Lumber Co. 
Hand Car, 2010 Buda  
 
During the conference they steamed-up #1 Baldwin 0-4-0T wood burning locomotive and gave rides in a 
West Side Lumber Company logging caboose. Chuck rode the open platform of the heavily loaded caboose 
on the end close to the engine, the engine was having a hard time making it up the grade near the workshops 
and spewing sparks out of the stack. After several attempts to make the hill they used the Plymouth as a 
pusher engine to get it up the grade. Chuck now has a shirt with multiple burn holes. When I rode the engine, 
I rode in the cab and the cab roof kept me from getting a ventilated shirt. 
 
On Sunday afternoon we departed for the long drive to Texas, heading east first to get out of California, 
avoid their high gas prices and avoid the traffic in the Los Angeles area. While driving south east thru 
Nevada as we drove by Walker Lake we saw a herd of big horn sheep. We stopped for the night in Boulder 
Nevada and the next day we made a quick stop to visit Chuck’s cousin in Arizona. When we got to El Paso 
we tried to stop for the night but all the hotels that we checked were full so we kept driving for a while and 
pulled off in a roadside rest, reclined the seats and slept for three hours. I got home on Tuesday afternoon in 
time for my wife to do my laundry so I could leave the next morning for a meeting in Georgetown prior to 
the LSR convention in Roundrock. 
 
http://www.ncngrrmuseum.org/  
 

http://www.ncngrrmuseum.org/
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The Story of the DOROTHY GLYNN 

Captain Peter Glynn watched intently as the local dock crew loaded the lumber onto his ship.  This was 

to be the first revenue voyage of the DOROTHY GLYNN and he was anxious to get underway.  He had 

purchased the small two-masted schooner from Magoun Fishing Company in Gloucester.  She had been 

plying the north Atlantic harvesting mackerel as the SMUGGLER.  He had converted it to haul freight 

and rechristened her DOROTHY GLYNN, the name of his daughter. 

He heard the whistle of the narrow-gauge steam locomotive as it moved across the trestle headed for the 

wharf.  The last 2 flat cars of boxboard lumber from Albion should be arriving within the hour.  He 

would soon be setting sail for Sprague’s Wharf in Lynn, Mass with his new ship and cargo. 

1 - Lumber being loaded from railcars to the schooner 

There is something about the ocean and wooden sailing ships that fascinates many of us.  I have been 

enamored with the sea since a family vacation to New England when I was 6 years old.  While growing 

up in the mid-west, I learned that building model ships was a way for me to get closer to the ocean.  
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Building a scale model of a ship can be a little intimidating!  It turns out, there are no special skills 

needed.  If you can build one of those expensive craftsman structure kits, a model ship is within reach. 

The terminology use is a little different from railroad-speak, but is easy to pick up and most of it is not 

necessary to build a fine model.  What IS needed is patience and planning.   

I built the DOROTHY GLYNN to be a part of my Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway layout.  

I want to share my experience in building this model and hope it inspires some of you to give it a try.   

This is not intended to be a “how-to” article.  There are many books and internet articles on model ship 

building methods.  There are also many kits available from various sources if scratch building is out of 

your reach.  There are a few sources listed at the end of this article. 

Building anything starts with a plan.  In this case, the “plan” was a set of plans for a fishing schooner I 

purchased from Blue Jacket Ship Crafters. The set included the Lines, Deck Details, and Sail Plans.   

Building the Hull: 

Building a model ship follows a general sequence:  hull, deck detailing, and rigging.  

To build the hull, the plan with the ship lines will be needed (see Fig 2.)  The lines may look confusing 

but they are a 2 dimensional representation of the 3 dimensional hull.  Even the basic How-to books will 

help you interpret these lines. 

 

2 – A portion of the Ship lines for SMUGGLER - copyright Blue Jacket Ship Crafters, used with permission 

The hull is the foundation for the rest of the ship.  Since the model will be positioned on a layout, it will 

be a waterline model.  That simply means you only build from the water line up.  Building a waterline 

model is a little simpler as most of the sharp curves on the lower part of the hull are eliminated.  The 

water line is usually marked on the plan as L.W.L. (Load Water Line) so that will become its base. 

(LWL is labeled on the plan at the far right of Fig 2.)   

It is very important to build a solid base, so 1/8” basswood sheet was used to form the base, “keel”.  The 

frames were cut from 1/16” basswood.   
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3 – The base "keel" with frames, bow, and stern with bracing. Note the 2 square pockets for the masts 

Once the frames were in place, they needed to be faired.  Fairing is an age-old method used by 

shipbuilders to smooth the shape of the hull.  A well faired hull moves through the water more 

efficiently, and just looks better.  Typically, a long straight board is bent across multiple frames to point 

out high and low spots.  This is a similar method model railroaders use to form the transition from 

straight (tangent) track to a curve.   

For the model, several grades of sandpaper (from 120 to 220 grit) were glued to 1/16” thick basswood.  

Strips were cut to about ½” wide.  These were then used to smooth the edges (making them fair) and 

provide a better surface glue the planks.  (See Fig. 4) 

4 - Fairing Frames 

I use a two-step process to plank the hull. First, a layer of 1/32” X ¼” Balsa wood is glued lengthwise 

directly over the frames.  Balsa is much easier to bend and provides a greater surface area to glue the 

finished layer.  The finished layer is made from 1/32” thick X ¼” wide basswood.  Each piece is cut to 

fit.  Planking the hull takes time and patience.   
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Sanding helps remove irregularities and provides a smooth surface for painting.  The DOROTHY 

GLYNN was primed with white household primer.  The hull exterior is painted black while the inner 

areas remain white. 

5 - Completed hull with the deck being installed 

The deck was installed board-by-board using 1/16” X 1/8” strips.  They were pre-stained and the edges 

darkened with a Sharpie to represent the caulking used between boards.  A sheet of scribed wood could 

have been used, but I find it nearly impossible to accurately cut them to shape. 

Note that a large opening has been framed in white. This will become an open cargo hatch.  Railings and 

the trim boards on the bow complete the hull construction. 

Detailing the Deck: 

The decks of sailing ships are full of details.  It may look like clutter, but everything on deck has a 

purpose.  The deck plan that came with the set was critical to determining how the deck was furnished.  

The masts and bowsprit are the most obvious objects on the deck.  The masts were carved from square 

strips of basswood.  To achieve the taper and roundness, octagon shapes were drawn onto the ends of the 

strip, larger on the base and smaller on the tip. Lines were drawn to connect the points as shown on the 

sketch (see Fig 6.)  Excess material was removed using a sharp chisel blade in an Xacto® handle.  

Sanding and additional carving continued until a smooth round taper resulted. 

6 - Shaping a Mast 
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Most of the other details on the deck are scratch built from wood and other common materials.  The 

hatches, wheel house, main cabin, and forward companionway are straightforward cut and glue projects. 

7 - Completion of the Deck Details are well underway 

The wheel, anchors and windlass (the mechanism to hoist the anchors) are commercial parts purchased 

on line.  Everything was altered and finished before installing on the deck. 

In addition to the commercial parts mentioned above, various fittings were purchased.  Fittings include 

brass eyes, belaying pins (used to tie off the lines that control the sails), blocks (pulleys), and deadeyes 

(more on them later.)  There are many excellent sources of parts and fittings that will speed up the 

building process.  Here is a partial list of sources for these fittings: 

Blue Jacket Ship Crafters - http://www.bluejacketinc.com 

Model Expo - http://modelexpo-online.com/ 

Syren Ship Model Company - https://www.syrenshipmodelcompany.com/ 

 

G&G Model Shop in Houston carries some fittings and materials in their store. 

 

Engineer Earl Keef slowed his short train to a stop on the lead track for the wharf.  He would use a 

couple of empty flat cars as a handle to push the two loaded flat cars on to the wharf.  The Forney 

locomotive was too heavy to be driven onto the wharf.   

The brakeman signaled the go-ahead telling Earl the switch was aligned for the wharf.  He could see 

many workers alongside a two-masted schooner tied up to the wharf.  He heard that his old friend Peter 

Glynn was the new master.  They grew up together along the fishing docks in nearby Southport.  Peter 

never left the sea, while Earl found the railroad business more to his liking.  It would be great to say 

hello to his old friend! 

Next month we’ll add the rigging and finishing touches to the model and the story. 

http://www.bluejacketinc.com
http://modelexpo-online.com/
https://www.syrenshipmodelcompany.com/


 11 The Derail — August 2018 

   Derail Archives March 2011       Submitted by Richard Louvet 

Why I’m So Narrow-Minded 
By Craig Brantley 

 
A long time ago… I was 13 years old. I loved the Santa Fe Railroad. To me there was nothing 
prettier than War Bonnet F units pulling a string of stainless steel passenger cars, which still 
holds true today. I modeled in N scale and was building a layout from the Atlas N Scale 
Layout Plans book. 
 
My parents supported my model railroading hobby both constructively and financially. They 
willingly drove me to hobby shops and train shows. They searched out tourist railroads and 
hobby shops for me when we went on vacation too. Neither of my parents have any interest 
whatsoever in trains nor model railroading. I owe them dearly for all their lost spare time spent 
pursuing my interest when I was growing up. My parents, John and Carol, now live across the 
street from us and still assist greeting guests at my annual layout open house. 
 
On one of our trips to G&G Model Shop I found out about an upcoming train show. So, my 
parents escorted me to it. Turns out it was an LSR event and I could not get in without being a 
NMRA member. Well my parents signed me up and then sat in the hotel lobby while I went to 
the meeting. Later in the day we went on the layout tour. One layout we visited was Gil 
Freitag’s HO scale Stony Creek and Western Railroad. It was much smaller than today but no 
less spectacular. It was like visiting Disneyland (Disney World was not open yet). I could not 
believe the huge bridges, detail of the structures and realism of the scenery. My mouth was 
wide open with amazement. I had never seen anything like it! 
 
As I explored the layout I was curious as to why there was N scale track on a HO scale layout. 
A tall young man was greeting visitors; his name was Gilbert: Gil Freitag. I inquired about the 
N scale track. Gil informed me that it wasn’t N scale, it was HO narrow gauge. “What? What 
is narrow gauge?” I asked. Gil proceeded to explain the different gauges to me and how 
Colorado used narrow gauge because of the mountainous terrain. Gil was so accommodating 
to me and his attitude towards kids made a lifelong impression on me. Well after that visit, I 
was hooked; narrow gauge was the neatest thing I had ever seen. To this day, I remember first 
seeing the narrow-gauge tracks winding around the mountain to get to Sierra Vista. It was 
awesome! Gil’s layout continues to have that effect on visitors and I discover something new 
every time I visit. 
 
Seeing Gil’s layout changed my model railroading life! Forget the N scale layout, now I 
wanted HO narrow gauge. A trip to the downtown library yielded an abundance of information 
about Colorado narrow gauge. The first book I checked out was The Silver San Juan, by 
Mallory Hope Ferrell, about the Rio Grande Southern railroad. The pictures were incredible! 
Back then the library had 8mm silent movies you could check out and there were many on 
Colorado narrow gauge railroads and I saw them all, two at a time. I was fascinated with how 
the trains hugged the cliffs, the bridges, and how the mountains dwarfed the trains. After some 
research my mindset became it would be narrow gauge or nothing! 
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A couple of years passed and my interest in N scale was dead (no offense to N scalers). I had 
to get some HOn3 equipment but where? One Saturday my parents and I struck out to go find 
the new hobby shop in town, The Bellaire Roundhouse, and found out it was in a very 
secluded location. When I walked in and saw several glass cases full of new brass locomotives 
my mouth was wide open again… this happens to me a lot. “Hey, Mom and Dad, they have 
HOn3!” The owner, Wayne Weiss slid open the glass door and showed us several HOn3 
models. I was convinced that the K27 was the best locomotive ever built and there sat a bare 
brass Westside K27 glistening under the display lights. “How much is that one?” I said. Wayne 
replied, $175.00. Now my parent’s mouths were wide open… it runs in the family. Well, 
$175.00 was a tad more than they expected to spend on this outing, so I left empty handed. 
 
For months all I talked about was the Westside K27. Then my birthday came, and my parents 

gave me the surprise of my life when I opened my present. There was a red, white and blue 

box with Westside Models printed on it. What’s this? The end of the box read K27 Piston 

Valve HOn3!!! My parents had made a covert trip to the Bellaire Roundhouse without me! 

WOW… I was in hog heaven. Time to sell off the N scale! Over the next 20 years I amassed a 

collection of 30 HOn3 locomotives and built too many car kits to count. I built a couple of 

modular HOn3 layouts with friends but dreamed of having an empire like Gil’s. In 1995 my 

wife Laurie and I decided to build a house so I could finally get my train room! We found a 

neighborhood that built homes with Texas basements (room over the garage) and my new train 

room would be 32’ x 21’. We purchased the home, started construction and I started planning 

my HOn3 empire. 

 

I became friends with another well-known narrow-minded modeler, Barry Bogs. Barry models 
narrow gauge in 1:22.5, G scale. He purchased On3 (1/4th scale) locomotives to use as 
templates to scratch build his large-scale locomotives. Since I am building a large train room 
Barry tried to convince me to move to a larger scale. His perseverance paid off and in 1996 I 
sold my HOn3 collection lock, stock and barrel. I then started my On3 collection by 
purchasing several locomotives from Barry’s private stock. 
 
Today I am building my O scale Denver and Rio Grande Western Spring Division layout. It is 
a freelance rendition of the D&RGW and RGS railroads. While my train room is large to 
some, it is small for O scale. I need a larger room! I am currently trying to convince Laurie 
that we need to build another 3600 sq. ft. home but modify it to have 1600 sq. ft. living space 
and a 2000 sq. ft. train room. Wish me luck! 
 
This year will mark 40 years of being Narrow Minded and it has been a great journey. I cannot 
convey the depth of my gratitude to my parents, Laurie, Gil, Barry and countless others that 
have supported my narrow mindedness all these years. Thank you all! 
 
You can monitor my layout progress at: www.drgwsd.com and be sure to visit during my next 
open house. 
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      July Minutes                 By Richard Louvet

President Bob Barnett called the meeting 
to order at 6:58pm. 
 
Virginia Freitag and Ed Dibble were 
responsible for punch and cookies at the 
meeting. 
 
David Currey introduced Tom Bailey for 
the night’s clinic on Kansas City passenger 
trains. Tom covered the several roads that 
served Kansas City. He enhanced the clinic 
with extensive photos and timetables. 
 
David mentioned that he has clinics 
scheduled through the first quarter of next 
year. Next month’s clinic will be on Civil 
War Trains by Jeff Williams. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The May minutes were approved with one 
correction. HOOTERS is scheduled for 
October, not September. 
 
The June 29th bank balance was 
$14,669.63. Expenses were $60 for the 
web site server and $129 for flowers for 
Dave Milton. 
 
Greater Houston Train Show 
Steve Sandifer will pay the deposit and 
sign the 2019 contract with the Stafford 
Centre in shortly. 
 
 
 

Lone Star Region/ Division 8 
Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ 
for information on the upcoming clinics, 
including the Make and Take series. 
 
Old Business 
The Spring Crossing hobby shop is still in 
business. It was closed recently due to a 
death in the family. 
 
David Currey displayed the projection 
screens bought for the club. 
 
New Business 
Divina Gato-Hogno raised the question of 
attracting new members to the club. A 
lively discussion ensued including the use 
of social media, welcome packages, 
attracting younger members, use of the 
switching layout to attract fathers and 
sons, simpler how-to clinics, and questions 
of privacy. 
 
Divina agreed to chair a committee to 
explore this area. Several members 
expressed an interest in working on the 
committee. The group will get together 
one hour before the regular August 
meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Dick Louvet 
Secretary/Treasurer  

    August Clinic Description                By Jeff Williams 

 

Presentation will examine how and why certain Civil War battles were fought based on 
their location relative to key rail lines and intersections.  The presentation will also 
discuss how both sides in this conflict utilized and managed their railroads during the 
War and how this affected the final outcome of this great struggle.  

http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

Brakemen:  

David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com  

Don Formanek  

locogeared@gmail.com  

Brian Jansky 

brianj844@gmail.com 

Pete Leach 

pleachtx55@gmail.com  

Richard Louvet 

rlouvet@att.net 

Al Partlow                            

alswitch@aol.com  

Kelly Russell 

krussl@yahoo.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 

 

“The Railroad War —             

The Importance of Railroads 

During the American Civil War”  

by  

Jeff Williams 

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Chuck Clark (cookies) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

“Railroad Operations at the            
Cascade Tunnel/ Stevens Pass, WA” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_aDAh2TCAg  

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — August 2018 

President: Robert (Bob) Barnett  MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Vice-President: David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

rlouvet@att.net 

Director at Large:  Chuck Lind MMR 

chucklind46@gmail.com 

Past President: Rex Ritz 

icrex@yahoo.com  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_aDAh2TCAg
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/

