
   

 

I hope you have rounded up your comfortable shoes for a day 

full of activities at this year‘s train show at the Stafford Center.  

As usual the vendors will have a few things you can‘t live with-

out.  Some of the modular clubs will be set up to entertain and 

amaze you.  Clinics will fill your head with knowledge, ideas 

and solutions to all kinds of problems.  The contest room will 

feature some of the best entries in the area and hopefully get you 

stirred up enough to start building something for next year.  And 

then finally, think about making the rounds to see a few layouts 

on the home layout tour.  If you take in the greater part of The 

Greater Houston Trainshow, you might just drop some of that 

excess Christmas weight that Santa dropped in your stocking! 

 

So please encourage your co-workers, neighbors, friends and 

heck, even your enemies to see model railroading in this part of 

Texas!  If you consider the cost of things in today‘s world the 

family admission to the train show is less than some happy meals 

at your local Mickey‘s Dee‘s plus our toys are a lot more fun! 

 

Now to bend the iron just a bit; we‘re now entering a really good 

time to be a model railroad hobbyist in Texas.  The weather is 

still nasty enough so yard work, house painting and other chores 

can be delayed enough to put together that new laser structure kit 

or gather a few guys for that Ops session. Personally I‘m still 

fighting with my Digitrax system so several projects have been 

set aside till I solve those issues. Like most of us, I deal with 

technology all the times and it‘s generally wonderful.  However I 

also seem to have a way of making electronic and even some 

conventional things malfunction. As a result my wife won‘t let 

me touch many of the household appliances and even some of 

her fancy pots and pans!  Do not let me near an ATM machine!  I 

despise plumbing but generally like wiring so this makes my 

problem all the more frustrating. It‘s also somewhat embarrass-

ing as you might recall that my photo was used in a national 

Digitrax ad, where I described their system as ―simple and easy 

to use‖!  However like anything else, it‘s six inches behind the 

throttle that makes all the difference!  I can almost hear Bill 

Wright (NCE user) and Peter Bryan (Easy DCC) snickering right 

now!  But Model Railroading is fun, isn‘t it! 

 

See all of you at the monthly meeting and even more of you at 

the Train Show! 

                                       President’s Message                              Bob Werre 

The Official Monthly Publication of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club, Inc 

Volume 43, Issue  02 February 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Pacific Railway train west of 

Glacier, B.C.,  

circa 1886 

Photo: Canadian Pacific Railway,  the O. 

Lavallee collection  
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Hint: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NPN79erpFo 

Answer to January’s Guess the Layout: Harry Daniel 

Guess the Layout! 

 

Photo & Article from the
2011 visitor's guide to Comfort, Texas.
Used by permission of the Comfort
News, Comfort, Texas

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NPN79erpFo
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                                      Passenger Trains I’ve Seen                    David Currey  

This article is about passenger trains I have seen, but I'm limiting it to 

passenger trains I saw before Amtrak or at least ones that I think I saw.  

(My memory seems wrong in at least one instance.)  Some of you may 

think I'm beginning to scrape the bottom of the topic barrel with this 

article, and so might be the case, but I enjoy remembering these sight-

ings, and so might another one or one and a half of you out there. 

 

I grew up in Lake Charles, Lafayette, and (briefly) New Orleans, Lou-

isiana in the 50's and 60's.  Our home in Lake Charles was on the south 

side of town near Dolby Elementary School (a block and a half walk to 

school), just off Ryan Street--far away from the SP tracks, and there 

was no reason to ever go north of downtown where the SP tracks were.  

There were, however, some MP tracks on the south side, but nothing 

much was ever seen happening on them.  Where they crossed Ryan 

Street, they looked very poorly maintained. 

 

My family left Lake Charles for Lafayette right after I started 7th grade 

in 1964.  Lafayette's tracks were more in the center of town, and we 

often drove over them.  I got my driv-

ers license, and became good at talk-

ing my parents into letting me drive 

down to the depot in the family Le 

Sabre to watch the Sunset Limited go 

through on Sunday afternoon.   

 

My stay in New Orleans lasted only 

for my first six weeks of high school 

(9th grade), and then my dad quit his 

job with Mobil and the family moved 

back to Lafayette.  However, that 

brief stay enabled a nice sighting on 

the approaches to the Union Passen-

ger Terminal. 

 

I'm getting ahead of myself, so lets 

reboot and go about this chronologi-

cally. 

 

My first train trip, and one I don't 

remember, was on the Sunset Limited 

from Lake Charles to Houston.  My 

mother was pregnant with my sister, 

so that places it probably early in 

1957 when I was 4 years old.  This would have been before the SP flip-

flopped the schedules of the westbound Sunset Limited and Argonaut, 

so it was at night.  We either changed to a bus or another train at Hous-

ton.  Supposedly, according to my mother, I was almost seriously in-

jured by a Houston cab driver.  She had hailed a cab from Houston 

Grand Central Station to just across downtown, and the cab driver was 

so ticked off at getting such a short fare, that he started away from the 

curb with the taxi before my mother had even gotten me into the cab, 

and I was being drug along on the pavement.  Wish I could have re-

membered that trip.  I never asked her what we changed to in Houston.  

If we went to the trouble to leave Lake Charles in the dead of night, it 

might have been the Sam Houston Zephyr, as there was more than one 

hour to connect. 

 

The first trip I remember was a real gem.  I bet just about anybody 

would trade me a trip on some other notable train to get this mileage, if 

such could be traded.  In Lake Charles, Louisiana, a year or so after my 

first train trip, my kindergarten class rode the remnant of the Lake 

Charles section of the MP Sunshine Special from Lake Charles north-

east to Kinder, Louisiana—a distance of about 34 miles.  The main 

thing I remember about this trip was the crowded coach in the Lake 

Charles depot, and looking out the window at our parents driving their 

cars along the road to Kinder.  Kind of interesting that the word 

―kindergarten‖ has ―Kinder‖ in it.  I remember that for a long while 

after this, every time we drove by the Lake Charles MP depot, I'd look 

for trains.  For a year or so maybe, I'd occasionally see something, usu-

ally a caboose or freight cars, but then it reached the point where there 

was nothing left to see—just an old depot with nothing going on. 

 

Somewhere around this time is a memory that just doesn't make sense.  

I remember seeing a round end fluted side observation car on a train at 

the Lake Charles KCS depot.  Now the reason this doesn't make any 

sense, is I don't believe the KCS ever ran such equipment into Lake 

Charles on passenger trains, and by the time I was 2 years 3 months old 

or before, there were no longer any passenger trains scheduled into 

Lake Charles.  The ones that used to run were mere shuttle runs up to 

DeQuincy to connect with the Shreveport-Port Arthur trains.  I also 

seem to remember that the car was shiny stainless steel, whereas the 

KCS's fluted side observations were painted.  I suppose I could have 

seen one being used as a business car.  

Possibly it was an observation from some 

other railroad—maybe a merger was being 

considered back then, and the other rail-

road was touring the property.  I'll proba-

bly never know the answer to this enigma.  

Another possibility just occurred to me.  

The KCS got their round end observations 

from the NYC.  Could be that what I saw 

was one of these before the KCS repainted 

them, and some railroad official took them 

on a trip to check them out, however, the 

KCS observations don't really look much 

like what I remember seeing. 

 

My first fairly long train trip that I remem-

ber was with my Grandma Vernie Nelson.  

She had been visiting us in Lake Charles, 

and wanted to get back to Dawson, Texas 

to grocery shop and take care of things 

before my parents and sister visited her a 

few days later on a vacation trip.  This 

would have probably been about the sum-

mer of 1959.  I had been working a sob 

story on my parents.  Even at the age of 

almost 7, I knew that passenger trains were in decline, and I convinced 

them to let me have a train trip before they were all gone.   

 

My grandma and I left Lake Charles in the morning on a Greyhound 

bus bound for Houston.  We arrived at the Houston Greyhound bus 

station, about 1 block from Union Station, probably around noon or 

shortly afterwards.  We grabbed a bite to eat in the bus depot restaurant, 

and then walked to the train station.  (I re-enacted this walk a few years 

ago when I went to an Astros game at Minute Maid Park.)  I remember 

the waiting room at Union Station was very big, and there were quite a 

few people milling around.  At one point we walked out on the con-

course to check on the train, and I remember seeing a yellow switcher 

(HB&T, probably) switching passenger cars behind a fence.  Not sure if 

this memory makes sense, because I seem to remember the fence as 

being to the south of the platform tracks.  I believe there once was a 

coach yard in that general direction, so maybe it's correct.   

 

We eventually boarded the Twin Star Rocket, and rode it to Corsicana.  

I remember, as we left Houston, that it was late in the afternoon and the 

shadows were long.  We passed businesses with rail docks.  We also 

(Continued on page 7) 



 4 

MODEL TRAIN TRADE SHOWS 

While looking through the current Model Railroader magazine, I saw 

an advertisement for a Model Train Show at Reliant Stadium on Febru-

ary 11 and 12.  That somewhat amazed me because there was another 

train show here in Houston just a couple of months ago, and even more 

importantly, I became concerned that it could affect the attendance at 

our show that is scheduled to start exactly one week later in Stafford!  It 

also got me thinking – what are the reasons and the attraction for trade 

shows? 

Trade fairs appear to have begun over 2,600 years ago, since the Bible 

contains references to merchants gathering to trade in a "multitude of 

riches with gold, silver, iron, tin and lead".  Today, the predominant 

reason for trade shows is to provide a forum for companies to demon-

strate or show off their products to potential buyers who have an inter-

est in buying those products. For this reason, my company exhibits at a 

dozen-or-so trade shows every year, since the compacted time-frame 

and concentrated location of the shows are cost-effective for us and 

convenient for buyers. 

 

So, the primary role of trade shows is to sell, and depending on the type 

of product being exhibited, this can include selling products right at the 

show, booking future orders or developing leads for future sales. 

 

In our case though, being model railroaders, although many of us go to 

trade shows in order to buy or order train products, there is another, 

more important aspect to consider when regarding these public dis-

plays. 

Watch the faces of the kids at these shows when they see layouts with 

running trains! 

 

 

 

 

 

The only time that you will ever see a child frowning or hear one crying 

at a model train show, is when he or she has to leave.  Unlike joggers 

who never smile while running – I know because I am one – you will 

always see smiles and hear laughter at train shows and if you really 

think about it, there right in front of you, is the future of our hobby. 

 

I don‘t know the average age of our club members today nor of the 

model railroad community as a whole, but in 1986, MR did a survey 

and found the average age to be in the 40-year-old range.  I suspect that 

that is no longer the case, and today, it is much more likely to be it is in 

the 50+ range with ever-dwindling numbers.  So what do we have to do 

in order to keep ‗The World‘s Greatest Hobby‘ alive? 

 

Part of the answer may be in the psychology of trains - after all, think 

about it.  With the plethora of electrical gadgets today – iPads, Nin-

tendo Wii, etc., what is the attraction of trains to children?  What draws 

them to model trains and fascinates them so - especially when one con-

siders the fact that virtually none of them have ever been on a train. 

 

TV shows like Thomas the Tank Engine obviously help increase train 

awareness, but that is unlikely to be the full explanation.  There are 

probably many reasons for the love of trains including some interesting 

psychological studies, and I will attempt to review some of them with 

you in the future. 

 

For now though, all I can do is encourage you to encourage your family 

and friends to attend all of the train shows with their kids - even if they 

do run one after the other.  The more we show off our hobby to the next 

generations and get them interested in what we do, the better off we and 

our hobby will be. 

Henri Morris 
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The 2012 Greater Houston Train Show 

February 18, 2012              
It‘s almost here, and with all of the effort many of our members are putting in the 2012 

Lone Star Region Convention it has kind of ―snuck up‖ on us this year.   But with the group 

we have in the San Jac we can put on the train show without diverting too much energy 

away from the ―Big Show‖ this summer. 

SO: I give you Six Good Reasons to attend the 2012 GHTS: 

You get a REAL Convention, complete with a model contest, full slate of clinics, and 

home layout tour to go along with the vendor sales. 

 

We won’t be undersold!!   Our Admissions is about 25% under the ―Other Guys‖.  

 

We don’t charge for Parking. For the price to Park at the ―Other Guy‘s Show‖ you can 

pick up a boxcar or small structure kit at our show. 

 

What happens in Houston stays in Houston.  We are a non-profit club.  We retain 

enough profit to sponsor next year‘s show and pay the printing on the Fall Layout 

Tour. We have traditionally been very generous with our sister clubs and organiza-

tions that bring layouts and displays, supporting the hobby locally. 

 

We are not a Fly–by-Night operation.  We have sponsored the Greater Houston Train 

Show/San Jacinto Model Railroad Club Jamboree since 1972. That‘s 40 years.  

Counting the years we did not put on a Jamboree because we were sponsoring an 

LSR Convention that is still 37 Train Shows!! 

 

If you don’t come and participate, you’ll miss out on a great time- and we’ll miss 

you. 

PS: There are still a few time slots left on our various sign-up sheets.  We‘ll have the sheets 

at the February Meeting.       

SO, SEE YOU AT THE SHOW!! 

Bob Barnett  
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passed within 5 blocks of where my current home would be built.  

Grandma took me to the diner for dinner, and I remember her caution-

ing me to be careful walking between the cars so I wouldn't get my toes 

pinched.  We arrived at Corsicana after dark—the depot lights were on, 

and either my grandma's tailor shop employer or the Hamptons who ran 

the dry goods store picked us up at the depot to take us to Dawson 25 

miles away.  That was my last train trip for 11 years. 

 

Around about the summer of 1964, my family made its biggest vacation 

ever:  to California and back.  It was our version of National Lampoon's 

Vacation movie--complete with our Grandma Nelson along for the trip, 

and our dog Snoopy.  (Snoopy survived—unlike the dog in the movie.)  

Disneyland substituted for Wally World.  We never made motel reser-

vations.  We'd just find a motel when we were close to supper time.  

Sometimes all the motels would be booked in some small towns, and 

we'd have to drive to the next town.  Sometimes we had to settle on a 

not so nice motel or one a little pricier than we wanted.   

 

On the NLV trip, we spent one night in El Paso.  The next morning, we 

left El Paso very early and had breakfast at a roadside park somewhere 

not far outside El Paso.  We often had such a breakfast to save the ex-

pense of a restaurant.  Research in my 1955 Official Guide leads me to 

believe that it was in Anthony, New Mexico, where I sighted a Santa Fe 

passenger train heading what I thought back then was westbound, but 

was actually northbound.  At that point in my life, I knew the Santa Fe 

was mainly an east-west railroad between Chicago and California.  I 

had no idea what Santa Fe train would be meandering around southern 

New Mexico, or that the railroad even reached that far south into New 

Mexico.  It was a pretty little thing: an E unit and about 4 or 5 cars, 

clearly visible across the flat mostly barren outskirts of the town.  (Do 

towns have inskirts, as that was where the train was?)  As we passed by 

about a mile from the tracks, it started pulling out of the depot headed 

for who knows where (Albuquerque I found out later in college when I 

saw a copy of the October 1958 Guide). 

 

I was in Boy Scouts.  My Troop 159, that met at the Grace Presbyterian 

Church two blocks behind my home in Lafayette, often went on camp-

ing trips.  One place we went to several times between 1964 and 1966 

was at a place called Melville Lakes, or perhaps near there.  I didn't 

know it at the time, but it was on the ex-T&P line from New Orleans to 

Shreveport.  This was 34 miles south of Bunkie (southeast as the crow 

flies--but not the KCS Flying Crow!).   

 

We always camped in a low-lying area near a very long concrete rail-

road trestle.  The first several times we camped there, we'd see a pas-

senger train go by northbound in the late morning, and southbound in 

the late afternoon.  My 1965 Official Guide confirmed them as the then 

unnamed remnants of the Louisiana Daylight.  It always consisted of an 

E7 diesel, a baggage car, and a coach—all streamlined.  Once, a buddy 

and I were waiting under the trestle with rocks in hand ready to pelt the 

sides of the box cars on a freight train.  After the engine went by, we 

jumped out from under the bridge to let fly, but had to hold up because 

it was a passenger train.  By several years later, when I camped there as 

an Explorer, the passenger train was gone.  I didn't know it at the time, 

but while we slept at night, the Louisiana Eagle went by with sleeping 

cars.  Dang it.  Why couldn't I have been sneaky and snuck out to check 

those out.  I probably heard them though, but that doesn't count as a 

sighting.  Maybe one of these days I'll write the sequel, ―Passenger 

Trains I Have Heard‖. 

 

Some of my family's vacations went to the southeastern United States.  

On one of these, we were driving through Birmingham, Alabama about 

early afternoon.  I recall we were headed south towards Florida, which 

doesn't make a lot of sense, because I can't remember or figure out 

where we might have been coming from—probably Kentucky.  We 

passed by the Birmingham Terminal Station.  I remember the area as 

looking like a battle zone, as it appeared a lot of things had been razed, 

and the depot was standing kind of forlorn all by its lonesome amidst 

the destruction.  It still had quite a few tracks, all vacant, still with 

dwarf signals, except one track with an SR passenger train in it.  I had 

no idea at the time what train it was.  Many years later I researched in 

an Official Guide and deducted it had to have been the eastbound Bir-

mingham Special waiting for its late afternoon departure to Washington 

D.C.  It had about 3 cars. 

 

In 1966, Mobil transferred my dad to New Orleans, so I lived in New 

Orleans on the ―West Bank‖, which is on the east side of New Orleans, 

for about 6 weeks until my dad quit Mobil to go to work for a private 

firm back in Lafayette.  We were able to move right back into our 

house, which hadn't sold yet.  One evening in N'awlins, while I was 

with my mother heading southeast on the Pontchartrain Expressway, I 

caught a good pacing view of a KCS passenger train heading in towards 

the Union Passenger Terminal.  This is one of those memories that may 

be somewhat in error.  I remember looking at the train on my right, 

when it would have had to have been on my left, so maybe the sighting 

actually took place on the Airline Highway instead.  The train would 

have been KCS unnamed train No. 9, due to arrive at the New Orleans 

Union Passenger Terminal about 8:00 pm.  Since it was well after dusk, 

and this was in the early fall, the train must have been running late, or 

the schedule was different than in my January 1, 1965 Official Guide.  

My chief memory was that in the darkness the cars appeared almost 

black in color, with no discernible striping or color, but with the words 

―KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN‖ clearly seen in reflective lettering on 

all the cars.  The train sure looked sharp and comfy. 

 

While not a complete train, once, when my family's car passed over the 

approach tracks to NOUPT, I looked down and saw two round-end IC 

observation cars coupled together on one of the platform tracks out past 

the ends of the sheds.  Oddly, they were coupled flat end to flat end.  

Have no idea why they would have been there in that positioning, and 

in particular, why one would be backwards from the way it should have 

been backed into the depot.  Another time I saw a couple of KCS 

heavyweight baggage cars in about the same position. 

 

After moving back to Lafayette, in the aforementioned trips down to 

the Lafayette depot in the family Buick to see the Sunset Limited pass 

through, I saw all kinds of interesting things.  I saw passenger geeps 

numerous times.  Rarely, I saw an E8, usually second in the consist.  

Most of the time it was FP7s, except at the time I thought they were 

F7s.  One time, while exploring an abandoned cotton gin with a buddy 

about half a mile west of the depot, the Sunset went by bound for Hous-

ton with the usual 4 cars, but with 5 F units.  On another occasion, I 

saw the Sunset staying overnight in the Lafayette Yard due to the 

bridge at Morgan City having been wiped out by a barge.  That seemed 

to happen regularly.  More than once, I caught the KCS observation 

Good Cheer bringing up the markers on the Sunset.  I had no idea what 

railroad the paint scheme was from, so it must not have been lettered.  

What always impressed me about the departure of the Sunset from the 

Lafayette depot was that the train seemed to be up to at least 30 mph 

before the last car exited the platform area. 

 

To be continued in the March issue 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

                                       Passenger Trains I’ve Seen                   David Currey  
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                                              January Minutes                                     Gilbert Freitag 

Meeting minutes January 3, 2012 

President Bob Werre called the meeting to order at 7:00PM and wel-

comed with a ―Happy New Year‖ to all. We had 1 guest, a O-Gauge 

―toy train collector‖. 

Old Business: 

TrainExpo: A flyer with a dollar-off coupon to our show will be handed 

out at the George Brown Train Show as advertisement. 

New Business: 

Vice President Kelly Russell pasted around a sign up sheet for snacks 

and for presentations to be given at this years meetings. 

Kelly announced the evening program: 

Joe Dale Morris on the T&NO – Texas & Louisiana Division of the 

Southern Pacific. 

Joe gave a detailed history, including a slide show, of the various en-

gines used on the lines of the T&NO. He started with the early 4-4-0's 

used in Gonzales and on the Austin-Houston and Austin-LLano locals. 

Joe showed use many locomotives and how and where they were used 

on the line. These included loco's such as the GS1, PA1, ―Mikes‖ MK5, 

F1-2-10-2, P-14's on the Sunbeam, P-9's, P-13's on the Rabbit, M21.  

Joe told us how ―doghouses‖ were added on tenders to provide a place 

for head breakmen to sit instead of lengthening the engine cabs. He had 

several shots of  Houston's Hardy Street facilities. The last regularly 

scheduled steam train in Houston was the #771. By the mid 1957's, 

total dieselization had occurred. Now was the era of the RSD-5's, PH's 

and GP9's. In November of 1961 the T&NO had merged into the S.P. 

Lines    

Next months program will be by Steve Barclay. Either DCC or getting 

an MMR 

Website: Jim Lemmond 

Keep checking for updates. 

Derail: Bob Sabol 

Keep the articles coming. 

LSR: 

Convention chairman Bob Barnett discussed the LSR June 6-10 plans. 

Small planning groups are starting to meet. Articles for the Marker 

Lamp are going in. Registration forms are available on-line. Layout 

tours are being set-up.  

NMRA: 

no report 

Division 8: 

no report 

Train Show Feb 18,2012: 

Bob Barnett reported that we still need people to sign up for various 

positions. 

We sent out 563 postcard advertising the event. David Currey an-

nounced the current clinic roster. We will have a model contest so get 

your entries ready. Robert Ashcraft reported we have about 7 sales 

tables left and that he could use some set up help the mourning of the 

show. Tom Bailey said items on the San Jac table that did not sell 

MUST be picked up on the day of the show or they will be not be re-

turned. 

Refreshments were thanks to Kelly Russell and Virginia Freitag. 

Steve Sandifer volunteered to bring the snacks next month.  

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag: 

Expenses: 

$353.56 – Train Show postcards 

$3340.00 – Stafford Center – final payment 

$35.00 – new boxes of checks 

Income: 

$335.00 – Train Show table sales 

$3666.45 Ending balance 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45PM 

General comments: 

-Respectfully submitted, Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer 
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WEST VIRGINIA WESTERN RAILROAD 

We need your help.   We are always looking for ways to improve the operations and 

therefore make it more fun for all of us.  We want to fix anything and everything that is 

wrong. 

Please give us your honest ratings below and be candid.  We can handle it! 

  1  =  POOR   Needs fixed, changed, removed 

  2  =  OK   Needs improvement 

  3  =  ACCEPTABLE  Could be better 

  4  =  GOOD   A little tweaking is needed 

  5  =  GREAT   Do not change

  

 Any and all suggestions_________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

         Thank you, 

         Peter and Susan Bryan 

         Comments 

 

Rolling Stock   1     2     3     4     5     ____________________________________ 

 

Motive Power   1     2     3     4     5     ____________________________________ 

 

Throttles/DCC System 1     2     3     4     5     ____________________________________ 

 

Track    1     2     3     4     5     ____________________________________ 

 

Turn-outs   1     2     3     4     5     ____________________________________ 

 

Rail-OP System              1     2     3     4     5    ____________________________________ 

 

Dispatching (if used)         1     2     3     4     5    ____________________________________ 

Below is an OP Session ratings sheet developed by Peter and Susan Bryan , and mentioned in previous ―Operators Corner‖ articles.  
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President: Bob Werre 

Bob@BobWphoto.com 

Vice-President: Kelly Russell 

krussl@yahoo.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag 

gilbertfreitag@att.net 

Director:  Tom Cobb 

 

Division 8 Rep: Tracy Mitchell, MMR 

traymit@comcast.net 

Officers 

Derail Staff 

sanjac.leoslair.com 
 Do Not Use www. 

Webmaster: Jim Lemmond      

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place 

the first Tuesday of each month 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Editor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Production: Kathryn Monds 

kmonds@stillmeadow.com 

Regular Contributors:  

Henri Morris 

morris-hou@att.net 

Peter Bryan 

peterb@pdq.net 

David Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com  

Next Meeting 

Tuesday Tuesday   

February 7February 7  

See You There! 

Happy Valentines Day Happy Valentines Day Happy Valentines Day    

from your Derail  Staff!from your Derail  Staff!from your Derail  Staff!   

February Presentation by: 

 Steve Barkley, MMR from Beaumont  

The topic will be Scratch Building Freight Cars using Styrene with a brief photo tour of his 

layout. 

The presentation will introduce using styrene sheet and shapes along with commercial detail 

parts to scratch build freight cars.  The clinic will discuss finding plans and other informa-

tion, using styrene to construct your model, using commercially available detail parts, and 

painting, decaling and weathering your model. We'll touch on the many assets available 

through the Internet and also discuss earning the NMRA Achievement Certificate for Master 

Builder -Cars.   

Steve has been a model railroader all his adult life.  Being raised in Billings, Montana, led to 

his interest in the Burlington and the Northern Pacific.  Last May, he earned MMR #463. and 

is presently serving as the Nominations Committee Chairman for the LSR. Judy, Steve‘s wife 

of four years, has learned to tolerate trains. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl

