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 I am writing this before the October meeting. I leave very early in the morning for a 

trip to the Missouri Pacific Historical Society Convention in Mt. Vernon, Illinois.   

SO… Thanks to Don McClellend, our British Live Steam presenter, and to Robert 

Ashcraft and Virginia who combined to bring the snacks for the October Meeting.  

It’s that time of year again…when we receive the layout tour sheets and trek to all 

the local (and regional) layouts we can get to.  To me, this is the San Jacinto Model 

Railroad Club’s crowning achievement –the annual Fall Layout Tours. Starting in 

1972 and continuing every fall (originally only in November) we have sponsored the 

fall layout tour. Starting with only two or three layouts and topping out about 10 years 

ago with over 80 layouts, we sponsor a unique event. We have had layouts as far out 

as Bertram in the Hill Country, Galveston, Lake Jackson, College Station, Beaumont 

and Bridge City, and as close in as Houston Union Station in downtown (now a part 

of Minute Maid Park).  We used to have a heavy concentration of railroads in the 

Pasadena/Clear Lake area. Now the Pearland/Friendswood area has enough layouts to 

have a tour of their own. We have had Z-Scale to 1 ½” Line Steam and ALL scales in 

between.  Many of the beautiful fully sceniced layouts are no longer available as their 

owners have moved or passed away, one of the melancholy sides of our hobby.  

So gas up the car and fire up the navigation system (or get a friend to be an old school 

navigator) and get out to see as many layouts as you can.   

 

See you at the November Meeting.                   

Bob Barnett  

 

     From the President   By Robert Barnett  
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REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 22  BY AL PARTLOW 

In this installment of the series, we are going to 

examine the role of yet another key player in realistic 

model railroad operations, the “yardmaster”.  While a 

demanding position for sure, the yardmaster job is 

one that provides non-stop action and a definite 

feeling of accomplishment if performed well.  It is 

also a critical position in terms of keeping freight 

traffic moving smoothly and efficiently on the 

railroad. 

What does a yardmaster do?  The yardmaster is “the 

boss” when it comes to running a yard.  He is 

responsible for making up and breaking up trains 

through supervision of yard switch crews, 

coordinating inbound and outbound road movements 

with the dispatcher, and dealing with other railroad 

management personnel to insure a safe and efficient 

yard operation.  In a smaller yard, a “footboard 

yardmaster” performs the same function, but also 

runs a switch engine in addition to supervising any 

other yard engines operating in the facility.     

As on the prototype, a good yardmaster must be able 

to do three basic things at once.  First, he must keep 

an eye on what is currently going on in the yard.  

Second, he must think ahead as to what needs to take 

place in the yard in the immediate future.  Third, he 

must be able to know what will happen and what he 

needs to do the remainder of his shift.  

Here are some suggestions for working the 

yardmaster position, which hopefully will prove 

useful to you.  First, become oriented as to the 

physical layout of the railroad and how it is situated 

geographically.  It is essential to know which 

direction is railroad east-west or north-south on the 

layout.  Also, try as best you can to understand the 

purpose of the railroad, especially if it is a freelance 

model railroad. 

Second, perform a detailed inspection of the yard 

itself to determine how it is configured.  In other 

words, is it stub ended, double ended, or possibly a 

combination of the two.  Determine how many tracks 

there are in the yard and what is their purpose 

(classification, arrival/departure, caboose).  Are the 

various tracks permanently designated for certain 

destinations or other railroads or does that change 

from shift to shift?  How the lead tracks and 

crossovers are configured are other important things 

to know.  The yardmaster should also be aware of 

how road trains enter and leave the yard.  All of these 

things should be determined before the session begins 

or you will be in serious trouble once trains are 

moving.   

Third, know how the turnouts are controlled, 

especially if you are a “footboard yardmaster” and 

performing the switching by yourself.  If you have 

switch crews working for you, you need to know the 

individual crew responsibilities regarding turnout 

control. 

Next, check the car cards/waybills, switch lists or 

computer-generated printouts (JMRI) against the 

actual cars in the yard.  In order to do this, you must 

make sure that you understand how to read these 

documents as you will not have time to try to 

decipher once trains are rolling.  Verify the cars are 

where they are supposed to be and that is, in fact, the 

correct track for where the car is destined.  Determine 

if there are tracks that need “to be worked” and make 

a note of those specific tracks.     

Another thing to know is the order trains will be 

arriving or departing your yard.  Prior to the start of 

the session, the layout owner should provide each 

yardmaster with a “Lineup Sheet” that includes this 

information.  Specifically, you will need to know if 

trains need to be “worked” (setouts and pickups), 

merely passing through, terminating, or originating at 

your location.  You also need to be aware of “hot” 

trains such as intermodal or reefer blocks.  You may 

also need to know the times of any passenger trains 

that may be headed your way and keep the main track 

clear for them as necessary. 

When building local freight trains, it is essential to 

know the station order of the line segment they will 

be traveling, so as to block the trains properly.  You 
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REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 22  BY AL PARTLOW 

also need to make sure that locals are ready when 

scheduled to move so they will not interfere with 

other mainline traffic. 

Make sure if you have switch crews working for you 

that it is clear as to whether they will make their own 

switch lists, work from switch lists you provide, work 

from printouts, or handle car cards/waybills for 

determining car movements in the yard.  Again, once 

the clock starts, it will be too late to find out who 

does what. 

Know the procedures for trains arriving and leaving 

your yard.  Find out what information the dispatcher 

needs for taking responsibility for train movements 

out of your yard.  This includes such things as 

locomotive numbers, number of cars in the train, 

caboose number if applicable, train number or if the 

train is an extra.  If a timetable and train order 

system, someone must also prepare clearance forms 

and train orders before a train can move from your 

terminal.  Obviously, the communication system 

(telephones, radios) with the dispatcher should be 

tested prior to the start of the session. 

Get to know the personnel you are working with and 

make sure that they know the yard works best when 

you all work as a team.  Make sure they understand 

that if an instruction does not seem to be clear or 

correct, they should discuss with you to prevent 

making an error that could have been prevented.  Do 

not be afraid to take a suggestion for a better way to 

handle a particular movement, especially if they are 

experienced operators in that particular yard.                        

As on the prototype, the yardmaster job is critical to 

the smooth and efficient flow of freight traffic over 

the railroad.  While this job is not for everyone, those 

who can perform it well are a positive addition to the 

operating crew.  The yardmaster’s job is one of non-

stop action, never boring and can be lots of fun and 

very rewarding.  Give this job a try and see how 

effective you can be running a railroad yard.     
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   Notes From the Observation Car  By Don Formanek 

I am going to continue with our 19 day National 

Narrow Gauge Convention road trip. I picked up 

David Fritsche at the airport when he arrived in 

Houston. We immediately started doing some layout 

tours, visiting Eddie Carrol’s, Craig Raymond’s and 

Craig Brantley’s layouts. The next morning we 

visited Denny McGonigle’s, Barry Bogs’ and Tuffy 

Henderson’s layouts on our way up to Chuck Lind’s. 

I want to thank the layout owners for opening up for 

us. We spent the night at Chuck’s house and early the 

next morning we started the drive to Colorado. On 

the way we spent the night at Chuck’s daughter’s 

house in Dalhart Texas. The next morning we drove 

to Denver, where we stored Chuck’s saw mill in the 

garage of the convention chairman as we did not 

want it bouncing around in the back of the pickup 

truck during the rest of our travels. We then drove to 

Canon City for the night so we could ride the train 

the next morning. After we got checked into the 

motel we took a drive on Skyline Drive -  Chuck was 

white knuckled! My previous article was about this 

train ride. After the train ride we looked at the solar 

eclipse and the weird shadows of the tree leaves that 

it created.  

We then headed out of town, following the tracks and 

the Arkansas River. When we got to Salida we 

stopped at Wayne Weiss’s Salida Roundhouse hobby 

shop and made a few purchases. Next we headed 

south to Antonito to do some train chasing on the 

Cumbres & Toltec, then headed to Chama NM for 

pictures. In Chama we, by chance, happened to see 

David Mewes, the retired curator of the Ipswich 

Railway shops which is right outside of Brisbane, 

Australia. He was touring the Narrow Gauge areas 

prior to the convention. 



 4 The Derail — November 2017 

   Notes From the Observation Car (Cont.) By Don Formanek 

The next day we chased trains and when we got to 

Antonito we met Zell Olson, the master carpenter that 

worked at the B&O Railroad Museum for 20 years 

prior to being hired for the restoration work in 

Antonito. He gave us a tour of the building where 

they are doing a car restoration and explained the 

process of the restoration. He and his assistant are 

doing an excellent job. 

Our next stop was Durango where we took some 

pictures of the Emma Sweeny, the full size wooden 

locomotive that Hollywood created for the movie, “A 

Ticket to Tomahawk”. After that we had an 

appointment to meet Duane Danielson at an industrial 

park outside of Durango where they are restoring an 

old narrow gauge car. We helped put away their tools 

and then went to Duane’s house. He has a huge Great 

Northern & Northern Pacific O gauge layout, which 

has a very unique entrance to the train room - a huge 

door that pivots in the center; the track and scenery 

are on the back side of this door.  There were 9 tracks 

– 60ft. long, hidden staging for passenger trains, and 

11 tracks – 60 ft. long, hidden staging for freight 

trains. He has every engine that was used in his 

chosen time period, and he has several long, multi-

level display shelves with every billboard reefer 

model Atlas ever made in O scale - over 300 of them.   

His 10,791-sq. ft. house and layout is for sale if you 

have an extra $3.6 million.  

We did some train chasing at Rockwood and 

Silverton. We saw David Mewes again in Silverton, 

before heading to Red mountain, where we took 

pictures of the old mining works. We tried to follow 

some of the old narrow gauge routes and went to 

Ouray, Ridgway, the Ridgway Railroad Museum and 

then to Ophir and Trout Lake to get some pictures of 

the trestle and water tank. We went to Lizard Head 

pass to get some pictures and then continued south to 

Rico, stopping at the water tank, Atlantic Cable Mine 

and the Rico Museum. Near Rico we were stopped 

from going down one local road because they were 

processing ore tailings from an old mine. The new 

technology allowed them to profitably extract gold as 

well as to remediate the tailings to EPA standards.  

At this point we turned around and headed back north 

to Montrose. Beyond Montrose we stopped at the 

Cimarron Campground to take photos of the narrow 

gauge equipment and drove up Morrow Point Dam 

Road to get pictures of the old railroad bridge across 

the Cimarron River just before it reaches the 

Gunnison River. Our next stop was Sargents to 

photograph a narrow gauge water tank and several 

buildings, followed by a stop in Leadville and the 

National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum. The 

museum was very well done and had both railroad 

and mining dioramas and exhibits. We then headed 

north again following the unused UP tracks to 

Tennessee pass. The area around the towns of Red 

Cliff and Minturn is among my favorite areas in 

Colorado. When we got to I-70 we headed west. At 

Dotsero is the Dotsero cutoff where UP sends the 

trains on the route thru the Moffat Tunnel. After 

going thru Glenwood Canyon we turned south in 

Glenwood Springs to spend the night at David 

Fritsche’s sister’s house in Snowmass Village.  

The next morning we drove to Silver Plume for 

pictures of the Georgetown Loop Railroad. We saw 

David Mewes again there. We then drove to 

Georgetown to get pictures of the train on the high 

bridge. Next was a visit with Steve Swanson in Idaho 

Springs. He took us over to visit a layout that he and 

a friend are building. The most impressive thing was 

how he modified the narrow gauge engines to make 

them like the protypes in every detail. Our next 

destination was Fairplay where we took pictures of 

some of the old buildings and then traveled on to 

Como. We met the Mayor there. He is a Great 

Pyrenees dog, owned by David Tomkins. We had an 

appointment with David, who is restoring the old 

Como Hotel to turn it into a bed and breakfast. He 

explained the restoration work that is being done in 

Como. The missing turntable has been rebuilt with 

another turntable bridge that they had brought in from 

somewhere else and the six-stall roundhouse has 

really had major improvement with the stone work 
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   Notes From the Observation Car (Cont.) By Don Formanek 

and the doors being replaced. He opened it up for us 

and took us in to see Klondike Kate, the old narrow 

gauge engine that had arrived recently and had been 

fired up the weekend before. As well as the engine in 

the round house, there is an old well drilling machine 

that was powered by belt from a stationary or steam 

traction engine. There were also several pieces of old 

printing equipment and the body of a very old narrow 

gauge passenger car. Then he opened up the restored 

depot for us to tour.  

Next we went to the Colorado Railroad Museum in 

Boulder, followed by a photo trip up and down Clear 

Creek Canyon. We went to Jim Trowbridge’s house 

to see the construction on his new layout, where I 

purchased some of his HO since he has changed to 

On3 in the past. We visited the Appalachian & Ohio, 

(a large O gauge layout in Milliken), then the 

Colorado Model Railroad Museum in Greely. They 

had a very well done forest fire scene, complete with 

the flames and smoke. The Cheyenne Wyoming 

Depot was our next stop where we visited the UP 

museum and saw Harry Brunk’s fine layout.  

When we were at the convention we saw David 

Mewes again and he gave each of  us a signed copy 

of the book that he authored, “Salute to the 

Hudswells”. The rest of that week, four days, was 

spent in the Denver area at the convention with very 

full days of clinics, layout tours, vendor rooms, and 

meeting friends in the bar. There were 26 layouts 

open for the tours, way more than we had time to see. 

The clinics started at 8:00 am every morning and 

stopped at noon to go see layouts and restarted at 

6:00 PM till 10:00 PM                   

Saturday evening was the awards presentation. The 

Houston guys did well. Dan Stuettgen took first place 

in Passenger Cars, Barry Bogs won first place in 

Caboose category and first place in Maintenance-of-

Way. Chuck Lind had a second place in Photos and 

his sawmill won first place in On-Line Structures, 

and won best of show. You will have to see it on his 

layout during the Fall Layout Tours. After the awards 

they had the auction to benefit the Narrow Gauge 

Preservation Foundation. I purchased several auction 

items. The next morning, we loaded up for the drive 

back to Texas. We are already looking forward to the 

2018 National Narrow Gauge Convention in 

Minneapolis.   

SAVE THE DATE 

2017 ANNUAL SJMRC CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY 

AT GIL & VIRGINIA FREITAG’S HOME 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5th AT 6PM 

During the November meeting, you can sign up to bring a food item . See you there for an evening of lots of fun. 

ALSO:  DON’T FORGET TO BRING AN EXCHANGE GIFT TO GET IN ON THE FUN! 

RAILS:  Put your name inside the wrapped gift and mark the scale on the Outside (approx. $15 value) 

NON-RAILS:  Put your name inside the wrapped gift (approx. $15 value) 

 

Location:    

1835 Alta Vista St. Houston, TX 77023  

2017 ANNUAL SJMRC CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY 
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     WEB World #5    By Kelly Russell 

It's been a couple of months since I reported a cool web site, but I ran across this one the other day 

and wanted to share.    I subscribe to Progressive Railroading as a function of my position before I 

retired, and the electronic version still comes - YEAH!   This article captured my attention...  

 

Rail News - Texas Northwestern Railway lands Agrium as logistics park's first tenant. For 

Railroad Career Professionals 

 

Primarily due to the cool photo, I was intrigued and followed a link to the website of 

the Panhandle Logistics Center - a division of the Texas Northwestern Railway where I found an 

interactive link to this enormous railyard in a section of land in the middle of nowhere panhandle 

Texas... website says it will hold over 10,000 cars on 151 MILES of track! 

 

 

Enjoy the link:    Panhandle Logistics Center - TNW Corporation 

 

 

Now who would have the space to build this one ??   Let's see... 1 mile in HO is 60 feet.... half the 

yard is 30 feet wide with 54 tracks....  
 

http://www.progressiverailroading.com/short_lines_regionals/news/Texas-Northwestern-Railway-lands-Agrium-as-logistics-parks-first-tenant--52894?email=krussl@yahoo.com&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews9/27/2017
http://www.progressiverailroading.com/short_lines_regionals/news/Texas-Northwestern-Railway-lands-Agrium-as-logistics-parks-first-tenant--52894?email=krussl@yahoo.com&utm_medium=email&utm_source=prdailynews&utm_campaign=prdailynews9/27/2017
https://www.tnwcorporation.com/tnw-companies/panhandle-logistics-center/#map
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 Rolling Stock & Structures Handling Guidelines      By Mark Couvillion 

Rolling Stock & Structures Handling Guidelines 

For Modular Railroads 
 

To avoid conflicts and sore feelings in the operation of the club layout, the following are strongly suggested: 

1. In operating the railroad, club members will operate and handle their own equipment only, unless 

specifically given permission by the equipment owner. 

2. If there is a problem with a piece of equipment, notify the owner of that piece of equipment of the 

problem.  Do not handle the equipment unless the owner specifically tells you to do so.  (You can catch 

it if it tries to go over the edge, but don’t try to re-rail it if it is just off the track.) 

3. Do not pick up someone else’s rolling stock, engines, or structures unless they explicitly give you 

permission to do so.  There may be extra detail parts, or the shell may not be firmly attached to the 

chassis, and improper handling could result in damage.  You would not want someone to mishandle 

something you spent many hours building; they don’t want you doing that either. 

4. Look with your eyes, not with your hands.  There is no reason to have to touch someone else’s engine, 

car, or building to admire the craftsmanship or detail. 

5. Watch your children and / or guests.  Remind them to look with their eyes, not their hands.  Small 

children are especially prone to touch (as are some adults). 

6. When operating on the layout with rolling stock from multiple owners, use picks to uncouple cars.  Do 

not handle the cars (pick one up) to uncouple them. 

7. When assembling / disassembling the layout, handle only what you are familiar with.  Loose structures 

have a designated location and may need special handling to properly move them for positioning.  When 

in doubt, ask before you handle structures. 

8. When removing modules from the storage boxes or returning them to the storage boxes, move very 

carefully and slowly to avoid damage to the attached structures.  Many modules have very little 

clearance between the top of structures and the bottom of the shelf above.  Slide the module off its shelf 

until it is completely clear of the storage shelf. 

9. Be careful reaching across the layout.  There are many fragile buildings, poles, and trees that are easily 

snagged by loose clothing, quick movements, and carelessness.  Stop the trains (turn off the power) if it 

will give you more time to respond to a developing situation that needs immediate attention. 

10. The modules were originally assigned to individuals and / or small groups with the responsibility to 

detail them.  Make sure you have the consensus of the original owner and others who might be directly 

involved before making changes to any module. 

11. Do not try to do too much by yourself.  Many of the operations of assembly / disassembly require three 

or more people to safely do the job.  Wait for enough help to avoid damage to the layout and to avoid 

hurting yourself. 

These suggestions are reminders that we all participate in the club’s operation and we all suffer when 

someone disregards another’s property or is careless.   

 

(Rolling Stock Handling Guidelines were for a club I used to belong to but are good to review, especially for newbies to the hobby. )   
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     The Hobby Bench    By Pete Leach 
 

Low Tide in Wiscasset 

Inspiration for modeling comes from many sources.  I read the book The Edge of the Sea by Rachel Carson 

(Published in 1955) back in the mid-1970s that helped inspire my life-long love of the New England sea 

coast.  In the book, Ms. Carson described a world that lived in the intertidal zone, the area along the shore 

that is submerged during high tide but exposed when the tide is out.  I have spent countless hours looking 

through New England tidal pools during low tide searching for tiny life forms so foreign to this flat-lander 

from the mid-west! 

More than forty years after reading that book, I wanted to recreate that look and feel on my current 

Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington layout set in 1920s Maine.  My layout plan included the small tidal 

basin behind the Wiscasset station.  Note, this area was covered in my article on Forced Perspective a few 

months ago.  I thought it would be interesting place to try modeling this area during low tide. 

1 – Water drains from Tidal Basin behind the trestle in Wiscasset Maine 

I determined early in the construction phase that I would have the water level about ¾” (3-feet in O Scale) 

below normal high tide.  While this is not full Low Tide, it would certainly allow some of the shore be 

exposed normally submerged during high tide.  The tides rise and fall between 8 and 10 feet in Wiscasset.  

That would be 2 to 2-1/2 inches in O!  Here is how I achieved the look on the trestle pilings: 
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     The Hobby Bench (Cont.)  By Pete Leach 

 Paint the bottom ¾” of the trestles with a coat of Grimy Black paint 

 Glue texture using Super Leaf SE6142 Moss Green to give it some dimension (Fig 2, left piling) 

 Once dry, apply a thin wash using black, white and raw umber artist paints (Fig 2, right piling) 

 

 

2 - Trestle Pilings – Super Leaf on Left and Thin Wash on Right before adding water 

 

The tidal basin behind the Wiscasset station was be mainly wet mud and shallow tidal pools.  Here is how I 

tried to model that look: 

 Scultamold® and Ground Goop was used to fill in the base and contours, forming an irregular bottom.   

 Dark earth latex paint was applied over the whole area.   

 The scenery along the shores of the basin was completed with real dirt, ground foam, and various textures 

held in place with white glue.   

 The shore in front of the station was lined with simulated stone rip-rap using Woodland Scenics® Coarse 

Buff Talus with more white glue.   

 The lower ¾” of rocks and shore were stained with an India ink and alcohol solution as they are exposed 

by the low tide. 
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     The Hobby Bench (Cont.)  By Pete Leach 
 

 

3 - Shore with riprap started and darkened shoreline 

White glue was applied to attach some foam along the shore with the lower part almost black in color (Scenic Express 

Dark Humus) with a lighter yellow using Super Leaf SE6142 Moss Green to create exposed “sea weed”. 

One thing every New England tidal basin has at low tide are gulls, specifically Herring Gulls.  The tidal basin 

is populated with commercial castings from Arista, B.E.S.T. and Model Tech Studios.  Each company 

produces different designs, poses, and sizes.  The larger birds are placed up front while the smaller birds are 

further back.  This reinforces the Forced Perspective! 

4 - Placement of various sizes of gulls – before adding water 
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     The Hobby Bench (Cont.)  By Pete Leach 

The last step to complete the scene is to add water.  This was a new method for me. 

 A thin coat (about 1/16” thick) of EnviroTex 2-Part Epoxy was poured in the deep (dark) area along the 

front to level everything out.  The material did not cover the ground under or behind the trestle. 

 Alternating coats of full strength Gloss Medium and dabs/streaks of Mars Black/Primary Yellow artists 

paint (same as used in my backdrop clinic) were applied to the basin behind and under the trestle.  This 

gives the water depth.  Streaks were formed to give the impression that water was flowing out of the 

basin. 

 Using a method learned from a YouTube video by Troels Kirk, Gloss Gel Medium was “scooped” on the 

deeper (dark) area using a small artist pallet knife to create waves in the deep area.  This was a very easy 

and effective method.  I encourage you to watch Troels video.  He is a real artist!    

 The waves are highlighted with white acrylic paint dry-brushed along the tops. 

 Gloss Medium was used to touch up any area that was missed or needed more water texture. 

5 - Tidal Basin Overhead View 

The finished scene (shown in Fig 1) captured the look I remember from my times wandering along the New 

England shores.  The methods included using the colors from my backdrop painting clinic and the lessons 

learned from the Forced Perspective method discussed a few months ago. I also learned a new way to add 

realistic waves to the shore from Troels Kirk.  I look forward to finishing the waterfront and wharf areas on 

my Wiscasset scene in the months to come!  Now I just need to figure how to recreate the smell of the sea… 

What’s on your hobby bench? 
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  Derail Archives DECEMBER 1998       Submitted by Richard Louvet 

 

UP Gets New Ties for Christmas 
 

Well, not quite, but early in December, North American Technologies Group, 

Inc., a small Houston company, announced that the Union Pacific Railroad had 

placed an order for 1,200 of its TieTek Composite Railroad Crossties., The UP will 

use these ties for construction of a new yard in Spring. The new yard will handle 

railcars loaded with plastic pellets produced by Houston area manufacturers. The 

ties which will be "pre-plated" by North American Technologies were supposed to be 

delivered by the end of 1998. 

What is so special about these ties? Well, they don' t grow on trees in the same 
way that conventional ties do and they aren't cast in concrete like the ones Gil 
Freitag recently showed us being installed at Tehachapi. These new ties use a 
combination of recycled plastics from grocery bags, rubber from discarded tires and 

other waste materials that are otherwise difficult to recycle. 

The UP already has several locations with TieTek Crossties in service on both 

straight and curved tracks in areas of high humidity, desert conditions and heavy 

traffic. According to North American Technologies, the ties have not experienced 

any operational issues since their installation began more than two years ago. TieTek 

Crossties have similar performance characteristics and use the same installation and 

fastening methods as wood ties ma king them completely interchangeable with 

standard wood ties and are expected to last 50 percent longer. 

Houston's Port Terminal Railroad and the Long Island Railroad have also used 

some of these new ties. 

 

This information was taken from a December 3 news release by North American 

Technologies Group, Inc. 

Bill Wright 

 

Editor’s Note: As near as I can tell, North American Technologies Group went bankrupt a 
couple of years later. TieTek ceased operations but retained the rights to their patents. 
Sometime later, a private investor bought the company. Manufacturing was restarted and 
TieTec now has facilities in Marshall and Houston. 
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President Bob Barnett called the meeting to order 

at 6:53pm. 

There were no visitors. 

Chuck Lind presented Bob with his NMRA Civil 

Engineering Certificate. 

David Currey thanked Virginia Freitag for this 

meeting’s snacks (Cookies were from the 

September meeting). 

David introduced Don McClellan and his clinic on 

British “New Build” steam locomotives. The UK 

takes great pride in its rail history. There are many 

organizations and individuals restoring locomotives 

or building them from scratch. Don had photos and 

histories of many of the restoration efforts. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The August 31 bank balance was $14,051.05, 

including $50 earmarked for Harvey relief. 

Expenses for the month were a $100 rebate to the 

SE Texas Model RR Club for their train show 

module and $75 to the Boy Scouts in memory of 

Jim Long. Income amounted to $2540 from train 

show table sales. 

The September minutes were approved as 

published. 

 

Fall Layout Tour 

Craig Brantley brought the 2017 tour brochure and 

updated copies of the club brochure. Several 

members volunteered to distribute them to local 

hobby shops. Due to the storm, the number of 

layouts is down to 45, but it includes 7 new layouts 

including Gordon Stockman’s layout which will 

only be on the tour this year. 

Updated tour information, including the current 

week’s directions are on the club website. 

Greater Houston Train Show 

Steve Sandifer said the Stafford Centre will allow 

us to add another row of 25 vendor tables. The 

current tables are already sold out. Steve has 

located additional tables but we will need help to 

set them up and tear them down within the time 

constraints of the center. We will need additional 

volunteers to accomplish this. 

 

Lone Star Region/ Division 8 

The annual Division 8 meeting at Zube park was a 

success. Check the website at 

www.texasgulfdivision.org for upcoming clinics 

since the storm has affected some of the clinicians. 

 

Derail 

Bob Sabol reminded the group of the early 

deadline for the November issue. Dick Louvet will 

have the distribution list for mailings while Bob is 

out of town. 

 

New Business 

The club collected a total of $1208 for Hurricane 

relief. A motion to match the donations from the 

club could not be accepted according to the club 

bylaws. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer 

     October Minutes          By Richard Louvet 

The Derail — November 2017 
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

Brakemen:  

David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com  

Don Formanek  

locogeared@gmail.com  

Brian Jansky 

brianj844@gmail.com 

Pete Leach 

pleachtx55@gmail.com  

Richard Louvet 

rlouvet@att.net 

Al Partlow                            

alswitch@aol.com  

Kelly Russell 

krussl@yahoo.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

 

“Railroad Music ”  

by  

David N. Currey  

 

  

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Richard Bartlett (cookies) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

Norfolk & Western  

“The Modern Steam Locomotive”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gH_o5xZ8wRU   

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — November 2017 

President: Robert (Bob) Barnett  

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Vice-President: David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

rlouvet@att.net 

Director at Large:  Chuck Lind MMR 

chucklind46@gmail.com 

Past President: Rex Ritz 

icrex@yahoo.com  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gH_o5xZ8wRU
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/

