
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

Bob Dannenbrink, one of the founders of our club, 

and a dear close friend and mentor to many of us, 

died recently. For those who did not know Bob 

well, he spent a lifetime in model railroading and 

served the San Jacinto MRRC as President and also 

co-editor of the Derail, along with many other du-

ties through the years. The following is the obituary 

published in the Houston Chronicle.  

 

Robert W. Dannenbrink joined the saints in heaven 

on Thursday, March 14. A loving husband, father, 

father-in-law, grandfather, and great grandfather, 

Robert passed away at age 90 after a rich and won-

derful life. He is survived by his wife, Joyce; son, 

Steve and wife, Cynthia; daughter, Laura Hervey 

and husband, Bill; grandchildren, Jennifer Beck and 

husband Matt, Andrew Hervey and wife Erin, and 

Frances Dannenbrink; great grandchildren, Graham 

and Trevor Beck; and sister, Dorothy Stief.  

 

 

Robert proudly served his country during World 

War II in the Pacific Theatre as a member of the 

U.S. Navy. A chemical engineer by profession, he 

was a longtime member of The First United Meth-

odist Church in Houston and the Adelphi Sunday 

School Class. 

 

Among his many interests, he enjoyed model rail-

roading, reading, traveling, listening to music, and 

attending sporting events. Most of all, he loved his 

family and being in their presence. His family loved 

him, too, and they will always be grateful for the 

wisdom, care and guidance he provided. 

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, March 21, at The First United Methodist 

Church, 1320 Main St, Houston. Contributions to 

1st Choice Ministries of The First United Methodist 

Church or charity of your choice are welcome in 

lieu of flowers.  

Bob Dannenbrink 

The Official Monthly Publication of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club, Inc 

Volume 44, Issue 04 April 2013 

1900  Scranton, Pennsylvania. Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western Railroad yards 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=163711889&affiliateID=298
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=163711889&affiliateID=298
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=163711889&affiliateID=298
http://media2.legacy.com/adlink/5306/1510584/0/3380/AdId=1862389;BnId=1;itime=745428335;ku=1349329;key=COYCADA;nodecode=yes;link=http:/www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycada&pid=163711889
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THE  LONELINESS  OF …….. 

In 1959, Alan Sillitoe wrote a successful book 
entitled "The Loneliness of the Long Distance 
Runner".  In 1962, the book was turned into a 
movie, and although the story is in no way rele-
vant to our hobby, nor is it just about running, I 
recommend reading it!  (As an aside, after hav-
ing run a number of marathons myself, I can at-
test to the fact that it does get lonely running for 
hours on end.) 

So why mention this book in a model railway ar-
ticle if it has nothing to do with our hobby?  Well, 
as many of you may know, I demolished my lay-
out last year and am in the process of building a 
much larger one with more operational capabili-
ties.  The problem is, to whom does one go for 
technical assistance when building a layout?  My 
late mentor Bob Dannenbrink was an incredible 
source of knowledge, but even he was stumped 
every now and again!   

Every month, our club meeting starts off with an 
hour-long presentation on some aspect of model 
or prototype railroading.  Then it is time for re-
freshments, followed by the reading of minutes, 
the raising of sundry issues and then we all go 
home.  But where do we go to really learn about 
model railroading?  Where can members obtain 
not only the necessary encouragement to build 
their own layout, but also the advice and/or as-
sistance needed to do so?  Where is the incen-
tive to get members to carry on the tradition of 
building exhibit-class railroads? 

Our club is in the unfortunate position of not hav-
ing its own operating layout, and we therefore 
have no way to practically demonstrate and 
learn the more complex aspects of model rail-
roading.  Making matters even worse, is that we 
have no technical advice group within the club 
and none of the model railroad stores in Houston 

have technical advisors to assist with the more 
complex tasks of building a layout.  

As an example, I have been battling with an 
electrical DCC problem.  The problem is that I 
have two Wyes joined by a double-slip switch, 
as follows: 

Initially, Bob recommended that we use DTDP 
switches, but I disliked the idea of having to 
manually throw a switch whenever a train move-
ment occurred.  I therefore decided to try two 
Digitrax AR1 Reverse Controllers instead, but 
the included diagram only showed how to use 
the AR1 in a loop – nothing for a Wye.  The only 
person I could think of to ask for advice was 
Houston’s friendly drummer extraordinaire and 
Digitrax’s local expert, Marty Naul.  He kindly e-
mailed me a diagram showing how to insulate 
one of the sides on each Wye, attach the AR1 to 
that side and bingo – it worked… except for two 
major problems. 

First, there was the double-slip switch between 
the two Wyes and there seemed to be no way to 
always have the correct polarity in the switch. 

Secondly, I use Peco Insulfrogs and Electrofrogs 
for my switches, and they created problems of 
their own.  So who else could I turn to?  I could 
think of no-one else, and so was forced to spend 
endless hours experimenting on my own. 

I now have the Wyes working - although they still 
do not work to my complete satisfaction.  With-
out third-party expertise, I had to waste many 
hours to get a partially workable solution, when I 
am certain that there are those among you who 
could have helped me solve the problem in min-
utes – and a lot better than I did on my own! 

(Continued on page 3) 
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So now you know the reason for the heading of 
this column.  Until we one day get a layout of our 
own, we need a way to communicate and to as-
sist each other when needed.  We need a way to 
know each other’s knowledge strengths and be 
able to call for assistance when needed. 

Without that knowledge and assistance, we may 
as well paraphrase the title of the book above to 
be “The Loneliness of a Model Railroad Layout 
Builder”.  

In addition to the above remarks, I will forever 
miss the cheery disposition and great advice that 
I always got from Bob Dannenbrink.  He was an 
amazing person who led an inspirational life, and 
it is solely due to his encouragement, abilities, 
patience and knowledge, that I built my first lay-
out and then was given the courage to tear it 
down and start over. 

Bob and I became close friends and I feel his 
loss deeply.  I offer my sincere condolences to 
his family, and thank them for allowing me to 
spend the many treasured hours together with 
him . 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Opportunity for the Trip: John Murdock and I 
were able to ride the Austin Metrorail on Friday, 
February 22. We had wanted to for about a year, 
but couldn't because the northbound and 
southbound schedules on what is called the 
“Red Line” were such that they would result in 
long layovers on round trips, did not have much 
flexibility if you happened to miss a departure, 
and some trains didn't run the entire length of 
the line. Unbeknownst to me, last spring they did 
a weekend test, and discovered a large demand 
for train service on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings. (Trains only ran Monday through Friday, 
with no late night runs.) Several months later, 
they added evening runs on Friday and Satur-
day.  
 
The Physical Plant: Austin's commuter rail runs 
on lines that were once Southern Pacific, and 
are now Austin Western. The SP entered Austin 
from the east (from Houston via the no longer 
existing junction at Hempstead), with a small 
east side yard. A little to the west of that was a 
wye, which still exists. To the west of the wye, 
the tracks extended westward to where the Aus-
tin Union Station (razed decades ago) was once 
located opposite the Missouri Pacific depot, and 
to a connection with the Union Pacific. The MKT 
had track through this area as well, or possibly 
used the same tracks as the SP. North from the  

 
wye, the line heads up to Leander and over to 
Burnet and Marble Falls.  
 
Commuter Rail's Weekend Demand: The 
weekend demand was due to people wanting to 
visit the entertainment venues on E. 6

th
 Street 

and other stops. E. 6
th
 Street had a generally 

bad reputation back when I was in school at UT 
there in the early to mid seventies, but now has 
been greatly cleaned up. Many old buildings 
date from the late 1800s. Venues offer live en-
tertainment, dining, and such. 
 
One odd thing about the increased evening ser-
vice is that the trains don't run all the way to 
Leander on Saturday evenings, but do on Friday 
evenings. I can't understand why people from 
Leander party more on Friday night than Satur-
day night. Bus service is available, though. 
 
Impression of the Operation: We were gener-
ally impressed by the operation, especially the 
equipment, which has the look of light rail equip-
ment, but the size and riding qualities of com-
muter rail equipment. They are articulated in a 
manner similar to the Houston light rail vehicles. 
The interior seemed a little more spacious com-
pared to Houston light rail, and the cars were at 
or close to ten feet wide (standard American  

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

passenger car width). The ride, which I was 
wondering about beforehand due to the move-
ment of heavy rock and gravel trains on the sys-
tem, was very smooth. Both John and I noticed 
that the cars had a slight but pleasant sway to 
them much like regular railroad equipment, 
which light rail doesn't have. This may be due to 
the fact the cars sit up higher, but I'm not sure 
about that.  
 

The stations were rather small and simple—
nothing like Houston's and particularly Dallas' 
light rail stations. They seemed sufficient, 
though, and certainly Austin was able to save 
some money in that area. Counting the end ter-
minals, the line has nine stations that stretch 
from the east side of downtown on E. 4

th
 Street 

over to the east of I-35, and then angling north-
northwest all the way to Leander. Due to the to-
pography of the Austin area, in several areas the 
track was rather serpentine working its way 
through the terrain. Endpoint to endpoint takes 
almost one hour. 
 
Crossing of the Union Pacific: The biggest ex-
pense in construction was where the line 
crossed over the Union Pacific in far northwest 
Austin. The bridge was designed strictly for only 
the commuter rail trains. The bridge was obvi-
ously too steep for rock trains to run up on, and 
was probably not built strong enough to support 
such weight. Also, the freight trains had a con-
nection and interchange with the UP there, so 
the AWRR really needed to have a crossing at 
grade with the UP. 
 
I suspect that the interlocking there is not a fa-
vorite of UP crews, nor probably AWRR crews 
for that matter. Looking to the northeast along 
the UP (towards Palestine), the track climbs up-
grade for several hundred yards, and then sud-
denly levels off. UP trains approaching from that 
direction would not be able to see a conflicting 
movement by the AWRR until they were practi-
cally on the interlocking. Of course, there are 
signals to keep it safe, but if I were working UP 

trains across that interlocking, it would be one of 
my least favorite spots due to the short visibility. 
I like to be able to see what's coming up well be-
fore I get there. 
 
Division of Commuter and Freight Opera-
tions: The line's operating rules forbid freight 
trains and commuter trains being on the line at 
the same time, since the commuter cars are not 
built to heavy mainline requirements, and would 
come off decidedly second hand in any collisions 
with freight equipment. A gentleman on the train, 
who had been on a citizen's advisory panel for 
the construction and planning for the service, 
was riding in our car. He told me that before 
freight trains run on the line, a highrail vehicle 
traverses the entire line to make sure no com-
muter trains are on the line. This is likewise done 
before commuter trains run to make sure no 
freight trains are still on the line. I think this is a 
prudent safeguard.  
 
Signal System: One thing I wondered about 
was if the signal system is active during freight 
operations. I wouldn't think my suspected one or 
two AWRR freight trains that operated would 
really need a signal system, however, I did see a 
BNSF unit at the small engine servicing facilities 
for the AWRR near the interchange. Our infor-
mative friend stated that the BNSF runs to the 
AWRR from Temple. So that might be a third 
train on part of the line during freight operations. 
Poking around on Google Maps when I got back 
home led me to believe there is enough traffic to 
perhaps require a fourth train. Then also, on the 
other hand, if a signal system is in place, making 
use of it certainly does increase safety. 
 
The signals themselves seem to be some of the 
same types used in mainline railroading across 
the United States as compared to the smaller 
shorter signals found on most light rail lines. One 
of these was curiously at the end of the com-
muter portion of the line and on the mainline 
about a quarter of a mile past the last switch at 
the Leander station. It was red, and I wondered 

(Continued on page 5) 
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why any commuter trains would need to go that 
far. My guess is that beyond that, the track is not 
maintained for commuter speeds, and the sig-
nal, which I would imagine only shines red dur-
ing commuter operations, would be a simple 
way of insuring commuter trains don't get on that 
section of track, which runs all the way through 
Liberty Hill and Bertram on to Burnet and Marble 
Falls. 
 
Run-Around Track at Leander: Another thing 
we discussed concerned a runaround track just 
past the Leander depot. At one point there were 
two trains in Leander, and I don't believe either 
one had reason to use the runaround, nor even 
venture on through its switches. I could see 
maybe needing a track to stage equipment in, 
but couldn't see a real need to have equipment 
run around each other. The station platforms are 
long enough for only one articulated set at a 
time, so there wouldn't be a need to reorder 
sets, and you could reorder sets without the 
runaround track anyway. 
 
Patronage: Patronage was light during the 
times we rode in from Leander departing at 5:21 
pm, and returned by about 7:30 pm or a little af-
ter, but this was not during the peak periods, 
though people were getting on and/or off at just 
about every stop. Most people traveling into the 
E. 6

th
Street area for entertainment would be do-

ing so later, and by 7:30 pm, most people head-
ing home from work outbound would have al-
ready done so. Each of the two articulated sec-
tions of the car contains two hooks near the ceil-
ing for hanging bicycles on, and it seemed like 
there was always at least one bike hanging 
there. If the racks are full, bicyclists are re-
quested to stand with their bikes in the area near 
the racks. 
 
Austin's Traffic Situation: Austin has become 
one heck of a miserable traffic jam, so it's easy 
to see the need for mass transit. The freeways 
there are even more behind on their construction  

 
than in Houston. Traffic is easily three times 
worse than when I was attending college in Aus-
tin in the early to mid seventies. The traffic did 
not seem ease up until we were leaving town 
about 8:00 pm. 
 
Not In the Street: One of the best things about 
the commuter line compared to Houston's light 
rail, is that it is not built in the street. Only the 
last several blocks into the downtown station is 
actually in the street. I timed speeds of up to 60 
mph on many parts of the line. There seemed to 
be a slow order in the curve on the old SP wye, 
since there seemed to be no apparent reason 
for going that slow there, and immediately after 
the slow, it was back up to the normal track 
speed. 
 
Expansion Options: Austin is considering sev-
eral options for expansion of the commuter rail 
system. The most likely to be done first is utiliz-
ing the old SP rail line on the east side of Austin 
to run up to Manor (pronounced May-ner) and 
Elgin. This would be named the Green Line. El-
gin is about 25 miles from downtown Austin, or 
about as far as Leander is. Traffic is a nightmare 
going into Austin on US 290 from Elgin—
exacerbated by the perpetual construction that 
has been going on there seemingly forever. 
Building freeways in such hilly country is a mas-
sive undertaking. The city of Elgin is all for hav-
ing a commuter rail line built to there.  
 
Another expansion, though I think it is not being 
currently considered, could be extending the 
Red Line further north through Liberty Hill and 
Bertram to Burnet, but that probably will not hap-
pen in the next 15 years. Extension to Marble 
Falls will probably never happen, as that would 
be a very indirect circuitous route.  
 
One expansion option that is perhaps far down 
the track, but sounds to me like a no-brainer, 
would be a line built to the airport, probably 
called the Blue Line. I think it would see heavy 
usage. The current Austin airport is on the site of 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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the old Bergstrom Air Force Base that closed 
down a number of years ago. The line would re-
quire completely new right-of-way built from a 
point on the Green Line down to the airport on 
the south side of the river. The biggest expense 
would be the fording of the Colorado River with a 
long bridge. 
 
There is even talk of utilizing what they call the 
MoKan Corridor, which would be the old MKT 
alignment that goes north to Pflugerville, Round 
Rock, and Georgetown. This would probably be a 
viable route, but you can only build so much at 
once. Our friend commented that he had heard 
that several communities up there have made 
claims on the right-of-way, and have other plans 
for utilizing it, so it may never happen, but if it 
does, it is probably at least 10 or more years 
down the line. 
 
LSTAR Commuter Service: A PDF of these pro-
posals also shows on its map the much talked 
about LSTAR corridor for commuter rail from 
Georgetown to San Antonio, but had no text on 
the matter. Such a route would include the relo-
cation of about 80 miles of UP track from Taylor 
to Seguin with a connection there to the Sunset 
route, plus upgrading of the line from Seguin to 
San Antonio to handle the increased traffic on 
that part. The old ex-MP line remaining would be-
come the commuter route serving midpoint cities 
including Round Rock, Austin, Kyle, Buda, San 
Marcos, and New Braunfels. The project is in the 
studies and preliminary design stage, and the ex-
pectation is that federal government approval will 
be forthcoming after this process is completed in 
2016, at which point the final design will com-
mence. 
 
The rerouting of the freight traffic is an interesting 
proposition. After looking at the existing rail 
routes on Google Maps, I think the route that is 
the best blend of (1) requiring the least amount of 
construction (and therefore land acquisition) and 
(2) directness of route is as follows: Freight would  

 
be redirected at Taylor onto the ex-MKT line that  
used to come into Houston via the town of Katy.  
 
At this point, the line is basically north-south all 
the way to Bastrop, which is due east of Austin. 
At Bastrop the ex-MKT starts heading more to-
wards the east, so a new right-of-way would be 
built from Bastrop down to a point just west of 
Luling (thereby avoiding increasing the rail traffic 
through that town. When looked at on a zoomed 
out map, this route is practically as direct as you 
could hope for. 
 
I do not know how this would affect Amtrak, but it 
would make no sense to route the Texas Eagle 
on the new freight right-of-way and miss the 
stops of Austin, San Marcos, and New Braunfels. 
I'm sure the UP would like to be rid of it on the 
new line. I imagine that the agreement being 
worked up is that Amtrak will stay on the ex-MP 
line, which should improve its on-time perform-
ance and travel times into San Antonio. From 
what I've previously read, the ex-MP passenger 
station in San Antonio is being reworked as a 
multi-modal station for the commuter rail and city 
buses, and possibly to include Amtrak. After all 
these changes are in place, Amtrak's Sunset Lim-
ited would require a short backup move to enter 
the ex-MP station, which seems okay to me. 
 
Summary: The Austin area, and the entire 
Georgetown to San Antonio area, is well on the 
way to improved regional mobility that includes 
rail. Late Friday afternoon is the best day to ride 
the Austin commuter line if you wish to cover the 
whole route, as trying to on other days is near 
impossible except with long hours waiting be-
tween trains. The Dallas-Ft. Worth area already 
includes two commuter rail routes in operation, 
with others planned, and of course Dallas has its 
vast light rail system already in place which is 
continuing to be expanded. Houston had better 
keep up the effort, or we will be left lying amongst 
the riprap along the right-of-ways of other areas' 
rail successes.  

(Photos on pages 7 and 8) 

(Continued from page 5) 
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1. A southbound commuter run arrives at the 

Highlands station. The area being graded is 

probably for staging tracks to hold commuter 

trains—one on each side of the walk that leads to 

the station.  

2. The same train departs southbound from the 

Highlands station. 

3. A commuter train proceeds northbound over 

the bridge that crosses the UP. Note the freight 

track in the foreground and connecting track for 

interchange with the UP. 

4. Looking northeast on the UP, the UP seems to 

disappear into the sky. Perhaps that's where the 

scenic backdrop begins. Nicely done clouds! 
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T-SHIRTS!   
 

Please send Peter the following if you want San Jac shirts: 

Type- polo or denim  

Size 

What you want printed on shirt 

# of shirts 

They will be about $32 each. $2 extra for 2XL and $3 for 3XL, etc. 

 

Please reply to Peter Bryan at peterb@pdq.net as an indication of interest. (No obligation)  

5. The run-around track and signals can be seen 

here. The farthest signal is probably always red dur-

ing commuter hours. 

7. The train that brought us into downtown Austin is 

ready to depart up the line to Leander (towards the 

camera). The tall building in the background looks like 

something in Gotham City from a Batman movie. 

6. The comfy seats have a nice classy 

capitol building emblem on them. 

                                Austin Metrorail (Cont)                             David Currey 
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                                       March Minutes                                            Gilbert Freitag 

 

Meeting minutes March 5, 2013 

 

President Dick Louvet called the meeting to order at 

7:00PM and welcomed all current members and 

guests. We had 2 visitors. 

 

Old Business: 

The minutes from last month were approved as pub-

lished. 

 

New Business: 

Vice President Kelly Russell announced this month's 

program:  Chris Tolley & Chris Whitehead on Rail-

road Radios in Houston 

 

Railroads use VHF (very high frequency) for com-

munications. Most use repeater towers to get 60+ 

miles of signal range. Direct radios are used for short 

range – no repeater towers. 

The AAR has frequencies for road, yard, dispatcher, 

hump, PBX, and end-of-train devices. There are 97 

assigned channels, each having a frequency and AAR 

number assigned to it. There are signs along the right-

of-way informing crews of the local channels to con-

tact the dispatcher. 

Most of Houston's yard use is on the following three 

channels: 

1) TTD1 – 160.995 mHz 

2) TTD2 – 160.770 mHz 

3) TTD3 - 160.875 mHz 

 

A complete list can be found at http://

www.radioreference.com 

 

You can listen, live, online at railroadradio.net with-

out having to buy any personal radio equipment. 

 

How do you choose a radio? 

What type of scanner do you need? 

Smaller generally means cheaper but you may have 

to connect it to a computer to program it. Larger ones 

have to be programmed where scanners generally 

have keypads to enter frequencies directly. 

 

Radios can use a lot of battery power. Chris suggests 

using disposables, bought bulk, on sale, or using an 

A/C or car adapter versus using rechargeables. 

 

 

Most radios come with a “rubber duck” antenna. 

Longer “wire” antennas give more range. 

Most modern radios will hold 2000+ channels/

frequencies. 

 

Houston has been discussing going to a digital signal 

that can be scrambled. This will make most of today's 

analog scanners obsolete. Don't count on this happen-

ing too soon. The analog system works well and it 

will be very expensive to change out all equipment. 

 

Where to buy equipment? 

Radio Shack is fair, $100-$900 range 

Scanner World USA is very good with scanners start-

ing at $59. 

409shop is the best (online store) $45 and up. The 

cheap ones are easy to program and have long battery 

life. 

 

Be careful not to buy a “home public alert scanner” 

as these are not programmable. 

 

Feel free to email Chris at chwhitehead@gmail.com 

if you want any advice on what to buy and from 

where. 

 

Next month will be program will be a round table dis-

cussion on operations. 

 

Peter Bryan asked for those wanting to buy a club 

shirt to email him at peterb@pdg.net. Let him know 

what size and type (polo or denim) and what name 

you want on it. They will cost about $32 each, de-

pending on the total number ordered. 

 

Arther Penny has a NCE system for sale. 

 

Mike Spoor is still in MD Anderson. He is very 

weak, especially on his right side. He is having sei-

zures and issues in his spinal cord. His tumors have 

been spreading. No more treatments are planned at 

this time. Please keep Mike in your prayers. 

 

Bob Dannenbrink also is having issues and has been 

in ICU. He has had fluid build up in his lungs and is 

in “grave condition”. Please also remember Bob in 

your prayers. 
(Continued on page 10) 
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We would like to include an “In Memoriam” section in the next newsletter. If you have a personal or train-

related story about Bob Dannenbrink you’d like to share, please send it to The Derail staff. It can be just a few 

short sentences, a longer story, and/or a picture. 
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(Continued from page 9) 

Peter Bryan announced the planning of operations 

meet at Commanche. Please contact Peter if you are 

interested in attending. 

 

Website: Chris Whitehead 

Check website for updates. 

 

Derail: Bob Sabol 

Bob's new Derail assistant will be his daughter. 

Please submit photos/articles soon to add quality/

information for our Derail readers. 

 

LSR: 

Upcoming convention details on the LSR website. 

No mid-year meeting this year. 

 

NMRA: 

No report 

 

Division 8: 

No report. 

 

2013 Train Show: 2/16/2013 

Bob Barnett: 

We had about $8900 in income and about $6100 in 

expenses – first rough numbers. 

We should get our entire deposit back from the Cen-

ter. These numbers include paying the layouts at the 

show about $100-$150 each. 

 

Thanks to all who helped make this another success-

ful show. 

 

Tom Baily has come up with some new rules for the 

San Jac sales table to make things “smoother” in 

years to come. 

1) maximum of 12 items per person on the table at a 

time. As things sell, you can add more during the  

day. 

2) make sure you handwriting is legible 

3) you must you the official club item log sheets 

4) all items must be tagged with price & owner ID 

and must match log sheet 

5) items are display at your own risk. You can stay 

and watch your stuff as much as you wish, but table 

staff can't see everything, all the time. 

6) keep pricing in 50 cent increments 

7) NO JUNK 

 

The Houston N'Crowd is planning a trip to the Texas 

State Railroad on 3/3 or 4/13. An interest sheet was 

passed around. They need 20+ people to sign up. 

 

Jeff Mills of Mikes Hobbies is offering weathering 

services for railroad equipment. 

 

Robert Ascraft will be having an operating session 

from 2-6 this Sunday. Contact Robert if interested in 

attending. 

 

Refreshments were thanks to Denny McGonigle and 

Virginia Freitag. Peter Bryan volunteered to bring the 

snacks next month. 

 

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag: 

Expenses: 

$2,200.00 Train show startup cash 

$15.00 bank fee – (balance less than $7,500.00) 

Income: 

$8,263.05 2013 Train Show gross deposit 

 

$11,160.67 Ending balance 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM 

 

General comments: 

-Respectfully submitted,  

Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer 

 

 

 Derail Request 
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President: Richard Louvet 

rlouvet@att.net 

Vice-President: Kelly Russell 

krussl@yahoo.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag 

gilbertfreitag@att.net 

Director:  Tracy Mitchell, MMR 

traymit@comcast.net 

Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place 

the first Tuesday of each month 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx 
 

Click here for directions 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2 

Dick Louvet will be Moderator of the first ever Operations RoundTa-

ble. He will pose questions to a panel of experts in the field of Model 

Railroad Operations. If you, the San Jac member would like to submit 

a question for the panel, please forward to Dick - or come to the meet-

ing with your question - there will be time for a few queries from the 

audience. This will be an event for anyone who is wanting to start op-

erations, or improve their current operations to get some good ideas on 

what works and what does not. 

 

    Guess the Layout!  

Answer to March’s Guess the Layout: Craig Raymond  

How close to a train track can you set up a vegetable 

market? 

Here comes the 2:10 to Mumbai 

Video Corner 

sanjac.leoslair.com 
 Do Not Use www. 

Webmaster: Chris Whitehead  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
http://www.wimp.com/vegetablemarket/

